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INTRODUC TION

The life and work of the Rev. Charles Timothy Brooks is en example
of what devotion, intelligence, moral integrity, vision, and profound faith
can do to further humen welfare.

HMr. Brooks through his ability to understend the German language,
and through his trenslations of the works of Germen poets, novelists, philo-
gophers, brought to the American reading public of the middle eighteenth
century, new informaetion relating to the everlasting humen struggle for free-
dom in social, political, and religious departments of life, His warm hu-
manity made him sympathetic with the tribulations of the immigrants who
flocked to the United States after the Civil War. His close releation with
Charles Follen in 1830 provided information and background for deeper under-
standing of people who sought freedom from autocratic government.,

The material contained in this paper was gathered through corre-
spondence, personal visits to libraries, and from people who were sszid to
have books, manuscripts end records relating to his life and work. There
is much more material about him, but a time limit, travel distences, and the
hendicap of correspondence prevented me from heving a wider selection from
which to gather information.

The Rev, Charles W, Wendte gathered a gquantity of manuscript material,
printed matter, and made‘notes of incidents which related to the daily life
of lir. Brooks. Considerable of this data has been incorporated in his book
Cherles T. Brooks, Memoir and Poems," Ten librarians were most helpful in
aiding me to gather information, Friend suggested possible sources of date
relating to this scholarly minister. A visit to lMiss Maud Lymen Stevens,
granddaughter of Nr. Brooks, gaye me helpful material and information.

Dr. Camillo von Klenze, Professor Emeritus of Germen Language and
Literature of the College of the City of New York, and Honorary Frofessor

Emeritus of Americen Literature of the University of iunich, published in

vi



1937 an excellent book on lir. Brooks, titled "Brooks end the Genteel Tradi-
tion. It is recommended to those who wish to make a closer acquaintence
of the minister-scholar of Chenning Meworial Church.

Every Unitariesn, in fact every American, is indebted to him for fur-
thering freedom in religion, understanding in humen relations, and for in-
sistance upon moral responsibility in relations between individuals,

Middleborough, Massachusetts
June, 1949 AS
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THE REVEREND CHARLES TIMOTHY BROOKS
His Life and Work with Special
Reference to His Translation
of Goethe's Faust Part I

CHAPTER I
Family Birth Boyhood

Charles Timothy Brooks, an eighth generation descendant from, Henry
Brooks, listed in the Woburn Tax Roll for the year 1649, waes born to. Timo-
thy and Mary King (Mason) Brooks June 20, 1813, in Salem, Massachusetts.
Mrs. Brooks was descended from the Rev., Francis Higginson, who wes born
in Englend in 1587. Both sides of the family possessed strong literary
and artistic abilities.

The first fifteen years of his life were spent in the Salem home.
Here he attended the private school kept by his maternal eunt, Miss Abi-
gail Meson. Advanced beyond the subjects teught in this school, he next
attended a public school where he had for his teacher Miss Mercy Ropeé,
who later merried Joseph Webb, Still later he was emtolled in & pri-
vate school maintained by Hervey Brown. At the age of eleven, in 1824,
he entered the Latin Grammsr School, Theodore Ames, Principal, and at the
close of the year was awarded first prize for his work. This prize, a
copy of Valerius Maximus, was presented to him by the chairmen of the
School Committee, the Honorable John Pickering, with complimentary re-
marks, 1

"It is easy to see,” writes the Rev. E. B, Willson in his Memorial
Talk, "why Charles Brooks should be esteemed by his teachers the ideal
Bchool‘aoyg they had only to teach him; a task which ceased to be a task,
as his eager pursuit of knowledge stimulated their minds and rewarded with

quick epprehension their labors of instruction.' 2
Mr, Willeon adds an anecdote to illustrate the perseverence and



charecter of the boy. "He had run a nail into his foot, and it seemed im-
possible for him to attend school. He insisted end his father got a chaise
and took him to school,"?

Young Brooks wes not a "grind." There is much told about him which
proves that he had a full flow of "growing peins®, and that he took part in
gemes with his companions, He was of a genial and humorous disposition,
which assets remained with him throughout his life.,

In a Memorial Paper read before the Essex Institute Monday evening,
Mey 14, 1883, covering the 1ife of his friend and clasemate Augustus Story,
Mr. Brooks spoke of a pitched battle fought by the schoolboys and Knocker'!s-
Hole Barbarians, and the Button-holers, Uptowners, and other groups of bo&s.
It would eppear that there wasn't withdrewal, on his part, from the group
life of his day gnd total appliéation to complacent contemplation.4

Nature, the-out~of-doors, and the sea held a strong attraction for
him, He was fond of fishing and got from it a deep aatiafaction.l Long
walks were no novelty for him, as will be seen from one of his letters,
dated November 9 (year?), quoted by Mr, Willson., "What a fine frosty morn-
ing. I should like such a one when I walk to Saleﬁ, for if the weather is

good, and I do not come by water, I shall certainly come on foot." This

letter was written when Brooks was in Harverd.”

From "Rhymed Reminiscences", given at the North Church Centennial
Feastival, we get an excellent imprésaion of the lasting hold which the
scenes and events of his boyhood hed upon him,

"How oft my heart leaped up with mute delight,

.When, as & boy, I journeyed home at night,

To see, while trees and lights behind wus fled

The moon and stars ride with us overhead.

So with things of Pime - like dreeams they glide -
The eternal things are ever at our side."

In his tribute the Rev. Mr. Willson gave this observation, "Charles
Brooks breathed -from his easrliest childhood the atmosphere, not'only of
Salem's best literary and scientific culture, but of its deepest religious

life, " 6



To this should be added his interest in the old nemes of the streets
and places, "characters", and stories told by old men and old women. Boy-
1like, he must have spent some time at the wharves; and, surely he must have
i}stened to the yarns spun by sailors and longshoreman. From these
gources, 8also, he muist have heard comment and criticismvon the Flood Ireson
}ncident, for in his mature years he wrote a poem in defense of the maligned
and badly treated Captain,

Mixed in with the perfume of spices and the mystery of bales and
boxes of goods from the Orient, end the oill of palms and coconmuts, the casks
of wine and sugar, the bags of coffee, and leaded boxes of tea, and all man-
ner of other strange things, was there occasionally an odor which to old and
young alike had but one name "Slaver?® !

The diery of the Rev. Dr. Willism Bentley, minister of the East
Church in Salem, Massechusetts, 1s a reliable source for information relat~
ing to "The Trade.® Teken from this diary, for the purpose of substantiat~
ing nmy premise is this entry; "Sept. 23, 1788 - Capt. Wm. Feirfield, Felicity
Sch., seiled, according to the Clearance, for Cap de Verd Ialands. It is
suﬁpoaed from the Cargo, this latter carried, & the character of the owner,
that thie vessel is intended for the slave trade. The owner confesses he
hes no reluctence in selling eny part of the human race." 8 "May 29,
1789 - x x news of the death of Captain Williem Fairfield who commanded
the Schooner which sailed in Cept. Jo. White's Employ in the Africen Slave

frede. He was killed by the negroes on Board." 7

VMy conclusion in this matter was reached after o search through
early records relating to events in Salem, giving names and dates of "serv-
eants" buried, baptized or received into Church membership, such as that of
8 "negro girl, Feb. 5, 1775." October 29, 1775, "Violet, & negro servent
of Benj. Prescott, Esqu. was taken into the Church." August 23 1172,
“Essex, a Negro, offered by his Master, James Bancroft for baptidm. These
coincide with records to be found in Newport, Rhode Island history concern-
ing negroes and slavery. Records of the First Church in Lynnfield.




What bright boy couldn't weave a fabric of social cloth prom the
tales circulating in a seaport town? The stand teken by Charles Timothy
Brooks, when minister of Channing Me’morial Church in Newport, Rhode Island,
no doubt had its beginnings in his early years in Salem. What a baékground
it wes! The glemour of sailing ships, and far-off ports; strange 'peoples,
and strenger lore and tales, Then too, there was the test of a new social
philosophy beginning to solidify into e new form of government. Mixed in
and through it all was the teng of droll Yankee humor, which in its pungency
tinged his work of translation, and found expression in original prose and
poetry.

It is probeble that the lad's parents were amenable to the growing
influence of new ideals in the mental-spiritual, social and political worlds.
As members of the Old North Church they heard all these discussed quite tho-
roughly. Under this influence Charles Timothy "breathed from his eerliest
childhood, not only Selem's best literary and scientific culture, but of its
deepest religious 1ife,* 10

In 1828, when fifteen years old, Brooks entered Herverd College, and
found himself in classes with Henry W. Bellows, George Ticknor Curtis, John
S. Dwight, John Holmes, Augustus Story, Williem Silsbee, Oliver Wendell
Holmes, and Charles Summer.

Where he found time to do all of the things in which he was inter-
ested, defies answer, for he attended eight lectures and twenty-five recite-
tions each week, in eddition to debates, forensics, and other meetings. He
studied French and Spanish under Professor Sales; wes interested in Dr.
Ticknor's lectures on the French, Spanish, and Portuguese people. He had
English under Professor E. T. Channing. His real choice of language, how-
ever, was German, Under the guidance of Professors Charles Follen and
Charles Beck he advanced rapidly in his ability to understend and use the
language,

In addition to his studies and classwork, Brooks took on the duties



of a monitor, but he was not a successful disciplinarian., President Quincy
reprimanded him for allowing the students to rush from the Chepel before
prayers were ended. Yet a few days later the President complimented him
upon his work in English composition.

His health wes none too robust, and the strain under which he worked
brought upon him an eye trouble, indigestion, and the aches and pains which
follow such disturbances. He increased his physical exercise, swam in the
Cherles River, and did a great deal of walking., One form of exercise was to
go berrying in perties, "in the burying ground." 11 His vacations usually,
were spent at home in Salem, where he visited friends, fished, and roamed the
fields and woodlands. Once, in 1851, he and & friend journeyed to Eastport,
Maine.

According to Brooks's Journal, as quoted by his devoted friend and
biographer, Charles W. Wendte, in "Memoir and Poems", students gathered in
Brooks's room, at college, to talk, sing, tell stories, end enjoy themselves.
Very soleunly Brooks would promise not to perpetrete any more puns, which,
for him, was a most difficult promise to keep, as shown in his own works and
translations.l? -

He was a member of the Hasty Pudding Club, met with the "Med Facs",
end attended "moot court” presided over by Augustus Story., The jury was made
up of divinity students. In short he was socially minded and socially aoc#~
ive,

The Unitariean interpretation of religion dominated the thought and
life of the College. Dr. Henry Were, Sr. lectured on the history and criti-
cism of the New Testament. Students and others gathered at the home éf Dr.
E. T. Ohanning and engaged in frank discussion on religion, moral duty, and
the sermons of Dr. Priestly on miracles, and Unitarien doctrines, The
Preaching of that dey waes marked by elegant languaege, aeppealing to reason
and conscience, but hardly to the emotions and feelings.

Brooks listened attentively topreachers Henry Ware, Dr., J. G. Palfrey,



pr. Lowell, father of the poet, Dr. Ezra S. Gannett, Channing's colleague,
and many others. Of Lowell he wrote, "he preached e fifteen minute homily.
Simple, eloquent, direct and touching. 2 I was more impressed by it then by
six or eight ordinary discourses. He used the emphatic pause with great
effect, seeming to challenge an answer." He had this to say about Father
Teylor of the Seilors' Bethel, "Astonishing how he careers over the whole
gurface and yet sounds as he goés. I never knew the might of words so*till
I hesrd him,"!3

More and more did the profundity of religion appeal to him. On May
26, 1852, he became a member of the University Church of Harvard Gollege.
"That virtue and moral energy, which I have so dwelt upon in the abstract,
mey I practice for my own and others' good; that religion whose cause by
form I have espoused, mey I sdorn and promote by character and conduct."14

The years passed swiftly, and Brooks scarcely noticed the approach-
ing end of college days. Edward Everett examined the Senior Class, and
gave the Phi Beta Kappa Oration - énd Brooks realized that he hed reached
the end of this prticuler underteking. Where to, now? Professor Felton
offered him a position as proctor and tutor in Greek, thch Brooks did not
accept,

A momentous decision was made! With the blessing of his parents,
Charles Timothy Brooks chose the miniétry as his life's work., Feeling that
he should not ask his parents to support him while atﬁdying for the ministry,
he decided to teach school for one year before entering the Theological
School, though President Quincy, interested in the brillient young man, sug-
gested that he enter the Seminery immediately upon graduating from the Col-
lege, Here indeed, was & problem. Mr. S, C. Phillips of Salem, interest~
ed in the Liberal Faith, and in Brooks, made & most generous offer, which
was accepted, and the young man prepered to enter the Theological School,

Unitarienism had outgrown its phase of intellectual end moral pro-

test against the prevailing teachings of orthodoxy, and had become a de-



nomination whose membership was marked by literary culture, religious esrn-
gstness, social and moral worth of the individuals comprising the membership,
One hundred or more "First Churches", including the Church in Plymouth,
joined in forming an.Association. The Faculty at Harverd College, at this

time, was by & large mgjority in favor of the new theology.



CHAPTER II
1828 Clessmates Theological School Faculty Charles Follen
The student body of the Theological School was a small group of in-
spired young men, Brooks hed for clessmates Cyrus A. Bartol, Sammel Osgood,
John Parkman, Christopher P. Cranch, and John S, Dwight. And as fellow
students there were Gepbrge E., Ellis, A. A, Livermore, William Silsbee, Theo-
dore Parker, Henry W. Bellows, E, H. Sears, and R, P, Stebbins,
The faculty of the School was mede up of
Dean - Prof. J. G. Palfrey Biblicel Archaeology - Deily prayers
Dr, Henry Were, Sr. Christian Evidences
Prof, Henry Were, Jr. - Systematic Theology
Profs Andrews Norton Sacred Literature

Dr. Convers Francis Homiletics and Pastoral Care
Prof, E. T, Charming - Sacred Oratory

During the last year of work at the School Hebrew end New Testament
criticism were added to the required courses. At the evening services a
Senior led in prayer, and in turn preached every Sundsy through the yeer,
There were frequent religious meetings, and under the leadership of Henry
Were, Jr.,, a class met in the afternoon for extemporenecms presching. A
Philanthropic Society was formed to discuss ;S orm and social topics.l5

At this point it will be most helpful for us to diverge, for a'litile
while, from continuing the life development of Mr. Brooks, to consider the
background, ability, humanity, and intellectual breadth of Charles Theodore,
Christian Follen, & second son of Judge Christophed Follen, who was born
September 4, 1796, in Romrod, Upper Hesse, Germany. No one man had greater
influence on the thought and life of Brooks than did this brillient Tran-
scendentalist.l?

His elementery education was received in the Pedegogium in Giessen.
Here he studied Greek, Letin, Hebrew, French and Italien, and upon passing
his examinations was given permission to enter the University of Giessen,

in 1813 (Brooks's birth yeer), when not yet seventeen years old., Shortly



after his entrance into the University Germany declared war on France.
Follen was a member of the Burschenschaft, He volunteered and joined the
Prussian "War of Liberation" ageinst Napoleon,

The yoﬁng student was inﬁellectunlly end spiritually enthused by Gott;
1ieb Welcker in Giessen, Professor of ancient literature, and Profeasor Lewis
Jahn, idealist, author of modern gymnestics, end devout believer in the free-
dom and rights of man. "Jahh inquired into the sources and reasons of tBe
perverseness and unnaturai life of the German youth. He found in the his-
tory of the nation the springs of whatever was most noble and beautiful thet
a nation can boast of, but he also found that these buds of promise had not
been unfolded or cherished in public life; its system of laws had been sup-
planted by a foreign one; its freedom had been undermined and shgken; even
its language, morals and customs had received a foreign varnish."lé

| Jahn wae influenced by Pestalozzi's methods in child education, and
out of this, and his own views he developéd a gymnesium system which hecame
a nursery of patriotism, which brought much good to Germeny prior to the
first World Wer.

Follen, beceuse of his activity in defending the friendly way of

life, and his ardent support of the principle of the rightes of man, as well
88 his aétivity in student organizations, came under the suspicion of govern-
ment officials. He fled to Switzerland, and in 1824 ceme to America.
Acting upon the advice of Lafayetie, he went to Harvard, and through Tick-
nor's influence was made instructor in Germen in the College in 1825, 1In
1836 he was given the full professorship in German languasge and literature,
end thus beceme the founder of Germenic studies in the United States.

From early childhood the religious emotion was a strong factor in
his 1ife, His stepmother said of him "The opinions and principles of the
Uniteriens filled even then his whole soul, and he spoke sbout them (though
not often) to his father, who fully egreed with him on this subject, with

Such depth of feeling and eloquence, that I seemed to see the image of our
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gaviour as he taught in the Temple in his twelfth year."17

This spiritual intenaity,‘his warn humanity end his intellectual
ability brought him into close fellowship with William Ellery Chenning,
under whose guidance he began to study Unitarien theology. He was very
active in anti-slavery works, asserting that slavery wes organized crime.
Many people of that dey believed his strong participation in the then un-
popular movement was the reason for the suspension of the professorship.
The Corporation, in 1834, notified him thet his appointment as professor
could not be renewed. However, they would be pleased to retain him es an
instructor in the Germen language at five hundred dollars per year if he
go wished, Mr., Follen could ﬁot see the matter in that light, and left the
University in 1835.

The example, thOught, teaching, and three books from his mind and
pen were of considereble help to early American Uniterisn ministers in their
adventure into the mysteries of studying the Germen language and forming ac-
quaintance with the Germen literature-of that day. The three books were

| Deutsches Lesebuch fur Anfénger 1826
A Practical Grammer of the German Language 1828
Follen's Edition of Luther's Version of the
Gospel of St. John 1835
In constant poverty, after the discontimuetion of the professorship,
this devoted and able man eked out an existence by lesturing, preaching when
opportunity afforded, teaching and tutoring. A group of people in East
Lexington, Messachusetts called him to be their minister, end in 1835 he
founded the Church now known as The Follen Church in that cémmunity.
Aboard the steamer Lexington, bound for Boston from New York, Jenuary 13,
1840, he with a number of other passengers met death when fire destroyed the
crart, 18
‘The lofty ideals of Cherles Follen, and his skill in, and knowledge
of literature, enkindled in Charles Timothy Brooks en unquenchable spiritual

fire, His ministry, his literary work, end his life reflected the depth of
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his regard and esteem for the Transcendentalist, who in his early young man-
hood dared to oppose intrenched and autocratic power in his homeland, from
which he migrated to take pert in furthering ffeedom in the New World.

About Follen's influence on American culture, and upon individuals,
pr. Camillo von Klenze says, "Nevertheless there cen be no doubt that he en-
couraged Americans to think with the heart rather than with the head and that
he did more than his share towards strengthening the tendency eminently char-
acteristic of the genteel tradition in sentimental, moral, eand political pat~
terns. And as this tendency has greatly impeded a sounder understanding and
has not been wholly transcended to this day, Follen's influence cannot be re-
gerded as uniformly beneficent." 19 '

The writer of this peper feels that though there was sentimentalism
in Follen's nature, yet there was a practical helpfulness underneath the emo-
tion which encouraged and sustained people in times of distress. Let us re-
mind ourselves that it was only when moral indignatioﬁ was aroused that slav-
ery was stopped. Back of this indignetion was whet some people call senti-
mentelity for a "lesser people." Charles Follen worked for the advancement
of humenkind, and to a fair degree succeeded in implanting workeble prac-
tices in the minds of people.

Let us go back again to Cherles Timpthy Brooks, who came under the in-
fluence of Follen at Harvard. There has been criticism of his translations
to the effect that his knowledge of Germen was not entirely adequate. Fol-
len, a master of several languagee; as the head of the Department of German
et Harvard, certified that Brooks was "thoroughly acquaintéd with the prin-
¢iples of the German language, and able to reed with precision and ease the
standerd Germen authors." x x x Brooks "acquired en unusual insight into its
[Germen] didactic structure and idioms.” 2°  Theodore Parker, John S.
Dwight, Samuel Osgood, Christopher P, Crench and others shared with Brooks

& deep interest in the literature coming into the United States from Germeny

in the early nineteenth century.
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This literature, and the critical exeminastion of the meterial con-
tained in the Bible, plus a more exacting scholarship, helped to further
the Uniterien interpretation of religion. It took hold at Harverd Col-
lege as & prairie fire gains momentum when fanned by a continuing breeze.

It was a reasonable and longed-for reaction agaiﬁat the prevailing
teaching of scriptural infallibility, and the cruel theology based on pre-
destination, It brought wermth and purpose to the work of bettering men's
lot, and furnished a new and hopeful outlook for the individual, as compaied
to the questioneble lot of life in the future. It accepted mental growth
as pert of spirituel atteinment, and emphasized intellectual honesty.

Charles Timothy Brooks was & Transcendentalist, es is shown in his
sermons, preyers, and contributions to the Dial and othér periodicals, and
newspapers, Additonal proof is to be found in the works selected from Ger-
men authors which he translated into English. Among these were Goethe,

Schefer, and Berthold Auerbach.



CHAPTER III
Graduation from Theological School Settlement

After graduation from the Divinity School in 1835, Brooks preached
in sundry pulpits, occasionally es a candidate. The first sermon listed
bears the title "The Voice Of The Spirit%, the text was taken from Hebrews
3-15, "Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your heerts.,” This
germon was first given in Nahent., He also preached in Waltham, East Lex~
ington, South Scituate, and in the newly organized Church in Augusta, Maine
during the winter of 1835-1836. On May 29, 1836 he ceme to the recently
founded Church in Newport, Rhode Island, which was the missionary work of
the devoted William Ellery Channing. /

To bring into high relief the component parts of the social, econoﬁic,
intellectual end religious background of Newport, let us have a short review
of its history. Settled by & company of people led by John Clark and Wil-
liam Coddington of Boston, in 1639, Newport was incorporated in 1784, and was
re-incorporated in 1853, It is divided into (a) the old center, now the
Army and Navy bases, and the Summer Resort; (b) the Militery and Naval Area
with their own reservations; (¢) Opulent Newport behind and below the old
center, Each of these general divisions is sufficient unto itself, and the
detached "0ld Part® has not been "restored." In many ways unique, but not
"queint" in the tourists® vocabulary of appreciation of coast towns.

" Roger Willisms helped Clark end sssociates in the purchase of Aquidneck
from the Indiens. The first settlement was made near the north end of the
Island, that part now known &s Portsmouth., Emigrants from Massachusettis,
under the leadership of Anne Hutchinson, ceme end gained political control.
Displeased by this, some of the first setilers agreed to "propegate a plan-
tdion in the midst of the island or elsewhere", and moved to the southern
end of the island. Each group found a suiteble place, some going to Cast~

or'g Islend, and others settling on the land now merked byWest Broadway and

13
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Marlborough Streets in the 0ld Part of Newport.

Colonial Newport was an importent place for the Jews., In 1658, fif-
teen families came over from Holland. They founded the Congregation Jeshuat
Israel. They brought with them the first degrees of Masonry, end, it is be-
lieved, established the first lodge of Free Masons in America. A synagogue,
still standing at seventy-two Touro Street, was built in 1765. Refugees
from the Spanish Ingquisition ceme to Newport in 1745, end meny driven from
Portugal found refuge in the Newport colony. These early Jewish settlers
were men of education and means., The colony wes broken up during the Revo-
lution, when the British military occupied Newport.21

The early Newport records relating to Religion are very interesting.
Bishop: Berkeley, Episcopalian, wrote to a Dublin friend in 1729, "Here are
four sorts of Ansbaptists, besides Presbyterians, Quekers, Independents and
many of no profession et all. Notwithstending so meny differences here are
fewer quarrels ebout religion then elsewhere, the people living peaceable
with their neighbors of whatsoever persuasion." 22

A social evening attended by all the ciergy of the town is thus de-
scribed by Nathaniel Greene, after the mellowing influence of the punch got
in its work; "The Rev. Honeyman thought there wes not half as much virtue in
a surplice as he had always believed, Parson Clapp concluded there was less
error in the Established Church than he had supposed. The Rabbi agreed that
if the messiah had not already come the sound of His chariot wheels was in
the air, The Beptist brethren cheerfully admitted that on or into the
water was very much the same thing., Services were omitted the next morning
and all attended the Friends meeting at which Nr. Greene was to speak., At
length he arose, and counselled the heerers to be temperate, especially in
the use of drink." 27
Politics in Newport were rugged, and the party spirit ran high,

n

The theory seems to have been thet "all is feir in love and wer and elections!

From 1647 to 1743, according to the records, a common practice was to get
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‘where victors and loserse united in the celebration.
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freemen "half seas over" and strand them on Prudence Island far distant ffom
the pollé. Once, a sléop filled with voters was run on the harbor rocks,
in order to have the majority on the right side.”"

The right to vote in Rhode Island, since 1742, rested on ownership
of one hundred pounds in real estate, or property which rented for at least
seven shillings anmually. Thomas Wilson Dorr, member of a prominent family,
graduete of Hervard University, realizing the inequality of this arrangement,
in 1840 organized the Rhode Islend Suffrage Association. In 1841 the Peo-
ple's Party was founded end held a convention, and drew up a constitution
pro#iding for universal suffrage. ﬁorr was elected governor, and was in-
augurated in Providence on May 3, 1842. One day later, May 4, 1842 Samuel
Ward King wes also inaugurated es governor in Newport. President Tyler weas
asked to settle the absurd situation, but did not intervene in the matter.

DBorr left the state for a time, his following gwindled, and in 1845 he sur-

 rendered to the authorities. He was charged with treaon, was tried and was

convicted., His defense was that treason could be conmitted only against

the United States. He served one year's imprisomment. Suffrage for all,

his sole purpose in doing what he did, was brought into being by others,

some of whom had done nothing until Dorr fought for equal rights for all,

In November, 1842, a convention wes held and a State Constitution was fremed,

providing that all males who had reel property to the value of one hundred

and thirty-four dollars, or paidd en anmual teax of one dollar could vote.24
A bit of humor, with a poignent side, relating to government, is

here noted. In 1756 negro slaves set up & form of government patterned

after that of their masters. An election was held in June, and every negro

who had a pig and a sty was permitted to vote. The winning "Governor" was

escorted to the place of inaugural, the corner of Thames and Farewell Streets,

24

The pages of Newport's history are darkened by acts of the "Slave

Trade", and the action of thé British Board of Trade. In 1708 this Board
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gent & circular letter to "The Trade", to all the Colonies from which is
taken this quotation, "It ie abaolﬁtely necessary that a trade so bene-
ficial to the Kingdom shéuld be carried on to the greatest advantege,"

The Colony, in 1707-1708, laid an import tax of three pounds on each hegro.
The returns from this source were very large, and some of the money was used
for street paving and bridge building. The tax was repealed in 1732. It
wes said that from fifty to sixty vessels engaged in the traffic out of New-
port, and that some of the vessels were owned by leading merchants of the

time. i 24

Increasing wealth and opportunity for travel, and the infiltration
of aristocratic Southern families and wealthy English planters from the West
Indies made Newport the Paris of the New World. Her social functions, the
grace, beauty and intelligence of her ladies, her wealth and business oppor-
tunities were topics for discussion in the salons of Europe., Yet more!
While Newport had schools for white children, there were also schools fbr

colored children. Though back of her settlement was the spirit of Purit-

anism, there was abroad the spirit of freedom and gayety. Yet always in
the background wes the ominous cloud of humen bondage and the traffic there-
in, &



CHAPTER IV
Beginnings of the Newport Unitarian Church Religious History

To this flourishing, strangely composite city came a young man,
"Slender, with delicate features, a flush of color in his cheeks, even
in his old age, which made him look as some one said 'like a pre-Rephaelite
aaint!'“26 He hed come to speak in the newest Ohurcﬁ, of the thirteen in
Newporfrat that time, the Unitarian Church sterted by one of the city's ablest
minds, Williem Ellery Chamning. At that time there was one Church té each

thousand people, divided into nine denominational groups, namely

Baptist 4 Congregational 1
Colored Union 1 - Episcopal 2
Friends 1 Methodist 1
Moravian Synagogue 1

Unitarien i

The writer of this paper visited Mr. Brooks's granddaughter, Miss
Maud Lyman Stevens, from whom he gained much informétion about her gifted
grandfather, In a comfortable living room, a large portrait "done by e
wandering painter, Lawrence, I believe" hung over a generous fire place,
Spirituaelity end kindness shone from tﬁe eyes and illuminated the face of
the young men, Charles Timothy Brooks, who had come to Newport Mey 29, 1836.

God~enthused "Father® Charles Briggse, Secretary of the Americen Unit~
rrian Association so inepired George Wenton Ellery, Joseph Crocker Shew, gnd
others that & meeting was held, in the middle of October, 1835 in the house
of the devoted St. John family, The purpose of the meeting was to start the
work of esteblishing a Unitarian Church in Newport. The Newport Mercury
(founded by Jeames Franklin, Jr., in 1758, and still in publication) on Octob-
er 17, 1835 announced that the Rev. Charles Briggs, Secretery of the American
Unitarien Associmtion would preach the next dey in the State House at 10350
A M, and again in the evening "at early candle~light." Between thirty and

forty people were present at the morning service, and one hundred were pre-

17
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gent in the evening.

Attendance increesed as the services continued, and stimulated the
jidea of & meeting place for the group. Committees were nemed to raise
funds, to find & suitable site for the proposed Church, and to attend to
other matters related to the venture in prospect,

It was learned that the Old Hopkine Church (Fourth Baptist or Free
Will Baptist) could be had for two hundred dollers per year, A choir leader
asked a salary of one doller per week, and fifty dollers had been raised
for this purpose, On November fifth the Committee reported that the church
property could be had for the sum of sixteen hundred dollars; and, they were
euthorized to meke the purchase, which was done that same evening.

"The original deed of transfer is a pleasant specimen of old-time
economy. A piece of paper 10 by 7, contains on one side the offer, (dated
Nov. 5) of the 4th Baptist Church, to sell either the Clarke Street Meeting-
house for $3000.00 or that in Mill Street for $1600.00; on the other are:
1st The agreement to buy (seme date) signed by Wm. Ellery; 2nd The agreement
to sell (Nov. 6) signed by George Tilley; and 3rd The closing of the agree-
nent in behalf of Wm., Ellery and others by Josiah C. Shaw, Michael Freeborn,
Alex M. McGregor, James Hemmond, B. Wood, and Seamuel St. John, Jr." 27

The services were advertised in the name of the Unitarian Association
of Newport." An incorporation charter in the name of the "Uniterian Congre-
gational Church" was secured from the Rhode Island Assembly at the Jenuary
session. "Hard times ceme a'knocking at the door", and the winter of 183%-
1836 was characterized by three "F's", fire, frost and failure." 28

Nevertheless, the New Soéiéty chared in the sociel work‘of a Church,
meking two contributions, one of eighteen dollars and enother of twelve dol-
lars toward such relief, r. Brooks comments "they mey sound small in
these inflated days (1875). That amount probaﬁly told as much as one hund-

red dollars would do now." New England Churches showed their interest in

the new underteking by meking contributions of money. The Church School



19

hed en enrollment of thirty pupils.” 29

The Rev, F, A, Farley held the open-
ing service in the Hopkins Church oﬁ November eighth, preeching in the morn-
ing end afternoon, ending with a two-hour extemporaneous telk on 1iberalism.5°
The members of the newly-formed Society felt the 0ld Church should
be renoveted. Arrangements were mede to use rooms in the Masonic Temple
"to hold our meetings and keep a singing school." This school met Wednes-
dey and Saturday eveninga. Mr. Atkkinson was hired as leader at a salary of
one hundred and twenty-five dollars per year. Rent for the room was twenty-
five dollars per quarter. Mr. Ellery, March 2, 1836 noted "ir., Storer (of
Walpole) preached for us last Sunday in Masonic Hall, We had a good house
all day, and in the evening it was over-flowing. The leader with the new
singers maede their firset appearance, and everything went well,"

One of the Newport Weeklies reported that the Rev. B. Frost would
preach for the "Unitarian Congressional Society." 51 This misteke in the
use of "Congressional® for "Congregational® is made in the present time,

"During the first week I passed in Newport, I often vieited the work
et the Church, which wes fast epproaching completion," wrote Mr. Brooks in
his journal.52 On July 27, 1836 the meetinghouse was dedicated +to Liberal
Christian worship. Dr. William Ellery Channing preached the sermon "The
Worship of the Father one of Gratitude and Joy." The text was taken from
John 4-2%:124, In accepting the invitation to preach the sermon, Dr. Chan-
ning on April 3, 1836, wrote, "I shall rejoice to take part in dedicating a
house in my native town to tha% worship of God and the inculcation of that
truth Which Jesus Christ came to establish on earth. I have long and eern-
estly desired for Newport the opening of such a Church and I shall now feel
myself bound to it by a new tie." 3 Colored people attended the service,
In the afternoon the eighty-four pews were offered for sale., Friends living
in Europe contributed toward the improvement of the old building.

Those who had part in the dedicatory service were

Rev, Edward Hall -~ Providence =« Prayer
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Rev, George W, Briggs - Fall River - Scoripture Lesson
Rev, Chearles Briggs Boston - Dedication Prayer
Dr. William E, Channing Boston - Dedication Sermon
Rev, F. A, Farley Providence - Concluding Prayer

Mr. Brooks was invited to preach three Sundays in September, and on
the eighteenth of that month preached all day. A chest affliction: prevent~
ed him from completing the agreement, so he returned to Salem where he re-
meined until the end of December, when he returned to Newport. On New
Year 's morning he was greeted by David Carr, who was sweeping snow, "Are
you the Parson? I'm the saxon of this Church.” "This quaint introduction
and Right Hend 'o:f‘ Féllowship was the pleasant beginﬁing of my ministry in
Newport", said Mr. Brooks in The History of the Unitarian Church in Newport,
R. I., given in 1875." ¥

Mr. Brooks accepted the unanimous invitation to become the minister
of the Church, effective January 1, 1857. The service of ordination took
place on June fourteenth of that year. Dr. John Brazer of Salem gave the
sermon, Others having part in the service were the Reverend Messrs F. A,
Farley, Edward Hall, and George W. Briggs,. The Charge was given by Dr. Wil-
liam E. Chamning, from which is quoted this paragraph,

"The spirit of Change which characterizes our times has penetrated the
Church, and, sheken the old stability of the ministry. In no profession
are men exposed to greater change than ours," 2 Commenting on this ex-
perience Mr, Brooks said, "I shall never f‘oréet the kindling look of his
large luminous eyes, as he turned to me end said, efter dwelling on the pre-
dominence of 'solem sound' in the pulpit, 'My brother, help men to see.'"

The content of the Charge rooted déeply in the mind and soul of the
young minister. This is revealed in the forthrightness of opinions expres-
sed in his sermons, In fairness and kindness he put forth the truth, as he
saw it, to those who did not agree with him as to the heed of social better-
ment, and greater kindness to the less fortunate, especially the slaves,

The membership of the Newport Church waes & oross section of all
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households of faith, each person haying his own interpretation about the
content, purpose, and place of religion: in every-day problems of living in
harmony with each other. Every Unitarien minister has had some experience
in the trying work of uniting such minds in a common undertaking.

In the beginning of the nineteenth century a minister wes usually
required to give two or three sermons on Sunday, conduct a Bible class, and
have a weekly conference meeting. In addition to this they had to prepare
sermons, attend to the offices of the Church, meke parish calls, and to look
after sundry good works. One parishioner remerked, "I should think that
three sermons was about as much as a man could write in a week." 56 Mr.
Brooks's salery was less than one thousand dollars a year,

From Dr. Wendte's "Memoir and Poems" is taken this anecdote about
Mr. Brooks's ability to hendle ticklish situations. A femily were distres-
sed because the husband end father would say nothing religious before his
death, Mr, Brooks pointed out the unreasonableness of demending from a men
reticent of speech, who spoke daily through his deeds in preaise of his Meker,
eloquence on religious subjects when nearing the time of dissolution.

Church attendence then, as now, was 8 problem with which ministers
had to wrestle, and Mr, Brooks was no exception, He mentions the lack of
young men in the Church, and the need of co-operation on the part of parish-
ioners in furthering the work of the Church. Referring to attendance he
said, on & cold Sunday morning twenty people were at Church; at the after-
noon service less then twenty; end, at the evening service "Church quite
empty - only one pew full of giddy girls."” 31

Strange, but true! There was little opportunity for exchenge of
pulpits, end one can easily imagine the strain on Mr. Brooks to have no
change in the routine. The nearest ministers at Providence, Fall River end
New Bedford exchanged with him oécaaionally. Ministerial friends, when
visiting Newport, would take services for him, thus affording affording op-

portunity to have a little change from the general run of his work,
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Among these friends were

Rev. Henry Giles Dr. Semuel Osgood

Dr. Willism E, Channing Dr, Theodore Parker
Dr. Williem Henry Furness Rev, John Weiss

Dr. Henry W, Bellows Rev, Augustus Woodbury

Dr, Frederic H, Hedge

Cherles Timothy Brooks and Herriet Lymen Hezard, daughter of Benja-
min Hazard of Newport, were united in marriasge by their mutual friend Dr,
William E. Chaning on October 18, 1837. Four children were born to them,
Herriet Lymen, Jonathan Mason, an invalid needing constant attention, Mary
Elizabeth, and Peyton Hazard. Devoted to his femily, lovingly guided by
the practicel understanding of his wife, Mr. Brooks shared with his children
and those of hie friends his stories, poems, and whimsicel humor Which en-
deared him to young end old alike,

Miss Maud Lymen Stevens, his granddaughter, in talking with this
writer said, apropos the subject of children, "He loved children, and always
had stories and poems for them. He translated children's stories from the
German, such es "Max and Meurice", and we have copies of them in‘our librery.”
It was my good fortune to spend an hour in her library browsing through the
children's books which had brought so much happiness to the them.

To review a ministry of a quarter of a century is not the privi-
lege of every minister. Mr., Brooks's sermon number nine hundred eighty-
s8ix "Remembrance of a Twenty-five Year's Ministry" is such a unique record.
The text wes taken from Psalm 143-5 "I remember the deys of old.," The
sermon was delivered June 15, 1862.

"In short my great aim and aspiration has been to keep before you,
and if p&ssible awaken within you, the true and elevating and enlarging idea
of Religion —- not such angﬁidea of Religion as some seem to have in these
days, who complain that it.is hard to get people to attend to religion, be-
cause their heads, and hearts, and hands are so full of war and the country -
just as if these very subjects were not themes and history of the real re-

ligion of a people and the ones through which to reach their souls and save
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them from sin, that is selfishnes == but I mean that idea of Religion which,
instead of limiting it to the times and places and forms, sets it up as the
central and abiding principle which is to inform the whole men and inspire
tne whole life, to give dignity and solidarity to the (homely?) satisfactinn
of the day and hour, eand to redeem the soul from losing itself~little by
little, its patience, its purity, its integrity, emidst the meanness and imi-
tations and depressions of this distracting world,." 58

"What do ministers do with their time, and what do they do?" "As
regards my own idea of my work and calling, I may say that I huwe lang felt
that the minister is a men es well as a minister, and before he is a minist~
er, that while he belongs not to one congregation or denomination alone;
yet in order really best to serve his ﬁgre immediate ecclesiastical relatives,
he should remember thet he belongs to the great church of humenity - he be-
longs to his country and his generation, to truth and to God. 1In the spir-
it of this conviction I have felt that I was in my plece and at my post,
while giving my time and my thoughts to the various problems of #he age, to
the cause of education, of temperance, of freedom, of govermment, and to all
subjects and studies and struggles which bring men +together in the arena of
inquiry as men; as brethren of one great humen and divine family. But still
in ali these walks of thought end labor, I heve ever remembered that the
world is to be sanctified and saved by truth, end that truth, if anything
more then e neme to you or me, is thought and that thought is study." 29

"I heve never been able to feel the significence, the edification
of statistical resumes’in regard to moral and spirituel matters, In com-
parison with the question how sincerely, and deeply and lovingly religion
takes hold of a single soul, then gives him what mumbers ere swayed in the
neme of religion is to me one of very emall interest. TQ true question of
spirituel success is one of quality not quantity. Here we live and walk
and work by faith, not by sight, end no mathemetical statement can satisfy

or instruct the right soul, I believe my great aim has not been to convert
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men from this opinion to that opinioh, but to convert from worldliness to
Godliness, And if any of my ministry has been governed by any one leading
idea, I think it hes been this; that the truth is God = that is, God mani-
fest to the innermost man - the truth is the wisdom and the power of God to
salvation, and that the truth saves us only as it becomes (lovingly?) ours
by our own individual and independent thought, conviction and action," ho
"The gift of memory hes far other and higher meaning to the thought-
ful Christien than it has to the mere sentimentalist.” s
This review of twenty-five yeers of work, thought and service in a
Free Church mekes clear to me, that the basic faith as held by Unitariens
is the eternal Faith. It was experience by Channing when he wes a student
and a member of an orthodox Church preaching from their pulpits. After he
became identified with the Uniterian feith no pulpit was open to him, and
he had difficulty in getting permission to speek in any orthodox Church,
To illustrate the feeling of churchmen of the accepted denominations, I
wish to tell a story. Elder Eddy, a Baptist in Newport, granted channing
permiesion to use his pulpit, However, before he got to the Church, some

one removed the Bible remarking that a Unitarian would have no use for it,"



CHAPTER V
Major Questions of the Day  Temperance
Slavery Old Stone Mill

The gentle and lasting bravery of Chamning, and the holy devotion of
Charles Follen, "great teacher and a scholar, the man who had set all Boaton
afire with Germen literature, now in disgrace with Harvard end with Beacon
Street, since he had teken up abolitionism“,hgggved to intensify the 2zeal
and devotion in Brooks's soul, He took a firm stend on Slgvery and on Temp-
erance, even though it was hinted that it was unwise and might cause his re-
moval from his pulpit.

The problem of Temperence in 1842, as in our own time, was a touchy
one., "Think Soberly", a sermon delivered Sunday evening, February 6, 1842
in the Church, pointed out in the opening paragraph the meny phases needing
thoughtful consideration by men as Christians snd men as citizens,

Seid Mr. Brooks, "but I have read the gospel very strangely, if the
great principles involvednin this Temperance Ceuse are not the peculiar and
essential principles of the gospel itself, I have wholly misteken the char-
acteristic and fundemental requisitions of the gospel, if soberness, self-
denial and humenity are not chief esmong them. I have a vast deal to unlearn,
if this is not the strongest test of our own Christianity; that we watch and
be sober and stand ready to sacfifice and crucify every selfish passion and
every idle habit on the altar of human good." 42

"It has been said that this is not & religious movement." x x x
"Not religious - because disregarding all those thousand and one benner cries
of bigotry and heresy, it listens to that deeper cry which comes up from the
abyss of real distress, from the wronged and elmost ruined physical, moral
and religious nature of Man? Not religious = because it seeks to purify
those fountains which should well up into eternal 1life, and which are now

sending up, in 80 many quarters, the black streams of dealth and desolation?"

25
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17 believe that if ever the 8pirit of God inspired a human enterprise, it in-
spired that little band who first placed the Temperance Cause on its new basis
in this country.® 45

This is ; strong hint of the unwillingness of people to learn from
those who have first-hand experience., Alcoholics Anonymous use this tech-
nique in their splendid work. Were Mr., Brooke living today, he would be an
ardent supporter of their methods and work, "But for my own part I thenk
end honor the men who has had the heroism to struggle with these accursed
bonds and to sheke them off ahd trample them underfoot and now feels himself
moved to tell his story, that others who are in a similar, or a different
road to the same abyss of degradation from which he came up, may be at once
admonished and encouraged by his struggle ,nd success, and that those who are
not themselves in any such denger, may be awakened end stimuleted to new ef-
forts in the heayenly work of seeking out and saving them which are lost. 1Is
it eany real disgrace to a man to have wrested the sceptre of his reason after
e long servitude and a long struggle from the fiends and furies of poisoned
appetite?" b4 |

“Suppose.men in a moment of sincere thought, begin to plan their own
redemption from the eppetite and degredation it has brought upon them, bégin
the gctual task, Think of the power of will and purpose they must exert to
overcome all the pressure against them, and win free from all their pull and

0 45

strain, These are the true heroes.
The Temperance Cause was & déring social venture in the day when cus-
tom and habit were strongly knit together, Liquor and strong drink were part
of the diet, end an accepted part of social amenities. Courege and vision,
and love for menkind shine forth from Mr. Brooks's words, and his belief in
helping men to grow in spiritual stature. What‘would have been his opinion

of the "Men of Distinction" glemor advertising that floods our megazines and

newspapérs today?
It would ao no harm to give here a few illustrations of the intrench-
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ed strength of habit, and the indsutry which catered to it. Abraham Lin-
coln was opposed to legislation licensing and texing the menufacture and sale
of intoxicating liquors. In a cempaign talk in 1855 he said "That tax will
tend to perpetuate the liqﬁor traffic, and I cannot consent to'aid in doing
that.” h6 He felt he should not sign the Internal Revenue Bill of 1862,
Finally he yielded to the entreaties of Mr, Chase, Secretary of the Treasury.,
"I would rather lose my right hand then to sign & document that will tend to
perpetuatg the liquor traffic, and as soon as the exigencies pass away, I will
turn my whole attention to the repeal of that document." 46

In 1826 Dr. Lyman Beecher urged that intoxicating liquors be removed
from lawful articles of commerce as a public safety measure., Nine years
later, 1855, liquor selling was regarded as an immoral business. The con-
stitutionality of prohibition was challenged, and after fierce legal battles
the United States Supreme Court, in 1847, declared the principle and the law
constitutional.

Maine passed the first prohibition lew in 1851, and four years later
thirteen other states had passed a similar law; and, Kansas incorporated it
into her constitution in 1880. North Dakota, Maine and Iowe followed her
lead, but modifications in the Iowa lew nullified its effectuality. Prohi-
bition and the Anti-Slavery Party (Republicen Party) increesed in strength,
though "slavery and immigration were great factors in retarding prohibition."

dThe power of the liquor §ntereate vas increasing., General Grant

when president, declined to speak at a meeting of the United Brewers Asso—-

ciation in 1872, because he was to be at a Republican Conventionin Philadel-

48me Sons of Temperence, organized in New York City September 29, 1842,
became & powerful factor in the cause of Temperance. The Netional Prohibi-
tion Party was started in a Good Templar Lodge in Oswego, New York in 1869,
and its platform in 1876 was a five-point stand on the side of morality.

(1) International erbitration as a means of settling international disputes.
(2) The abolition of polygamy end the social evil. (3) Suppression of lot~
teries and gembling, whether in gold, stocks, produce, or other forms of pro-
perty. (4) The national observance of Sunday. (5) The free use of the
Bible in public schools as a text book of the purest morals, of the best

liberty, and noblest literature.

47
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phia thet day. The whiskey frauds of 1873-1875 gave strength end impetous
to the Temperance Cause, The pledge signing Washingtonien Society, started
in Baltimore April 6, 1840, after six years of activity had five million
pledges.

Mr. Brooks aptly described the power of an ideal, with reference to
this pledge "This pledge, small and trivial as it may seem to many, I regerd
as a great thing. It is great, as an expression of the general feeling
that the principle is principle, howewsr simple gnd homely the act which de-
clares and asserts it. It is great, as an expression of willingness, on the
éart of so meny, to sacrifice a darling habit for the sake of a brother's

49

salvation," There were people in his congregation who did not agree with
him in the metter of the Temperance Cause. But in his firm and kindly wey
he endeavored to be helpful to his needy brothers,

The arduous work of teaching religious liberalism, snd transcendent-
aliem in religion, and kindly social relations between men of differing opin-
ions, writing prose end poetry, interest in Nature, fishing and other side
lines did not consume all of Mr, Brooks's time, Some was left over to be
used in studying history, especially that local problem "The Controversy
Touching The 0ld Stone Mill in the Town of Newport, Rhodé Islend." lr.
Brooks's pamphlet, published in 1851, is en example of thoroughneés in
gathering facts,.

The introduction to part one is a succinct summation of information
about the structure "which has from an immemorial period defied alike the
tooth of time and the wits of antiquarians. It is variously called the
Round Tower, the Newport Ruin, and the 0ld Stone Mill. Some years ago it
had become celebrated as the central object of certain scenes in Cooper's Red
Rover (Preface - Pages 7, 8, 9 - and chapters IIl and IV, pgoge 54 ff), and
within a few years, the popularity of Newport, as a summer resort, has made

it almost the first question put to any one who goes from here to other perts

of the gountry, "what do you make of that old stone mill?" P
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In the first chapter of his book Mr. Cooper thus summerizes social
and economic conditions in Newport, "Rhode Islgnd wags the foremost among the
New England provinces to recede grom the menners and opinions of their simple
ancestors. x x x By a singular combination of circumstences and qualities,
which is, however, no less true than perplexing, the merchants of Newport
were becoming at the seme time, both slave dealers and gentlemen., It was
styled 'the Garden of America,!'" 51 He also refers to the cosmopolitan
charactér of the town, the summér playground of plenters from southern states
end Jamaica, and to the fine harbor.

In this exotic setting dMr. Brooks did not lose his sense of values;
and wae not misled by & skilfully plamned and well-executed hoax centered
around the 0ld Stone Mill. In , clear and well-balanced style he marshalled
fects, from colonial records and deeds, and steadfastly mainteined that Norse-
men had no part in building the tower. He declared that most Newporters were
satisfied that it is "nothing but an old stone mill." Others think it mey
have been a watch towér, or a fortress, or a mill and fort combined.

He reasoned if the tower had been there in 1638, why didn't the early
aettléra mention it? To the point was the will of Governor Arnoid, dated
December 20, 1697, giving this instruction, "My body I desire and appoint to
be buried at the north-east corner of a parcel of ground containing three Rod

squere, being and lying in my land in or near ye line or path from my dwell-

ing house, leading to my stone built Mill in ye town of Newport above men-
tioned, 72

"0ld Settlers" made statements under noterial seal; and engineers
tested masonry and mortar, and found them to be of the same kind as used in
the old buildings then standing., During the occupation of Newport by the
British, during the Revolutionery War, the militery suspected that the tower
was being used for signaling messages to colonial troops. A force was sent
to raze the structure. The underteking was abandoned because the hardness

of the masonry made the task & difficult one.
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Much wes printed and much more was said about the tower, but the per-
petrators of the hoax (who maintained it was the work of Norsemen) were soon
disjountenanced by a letter written by Chaerles G, Raffn, Secretary R. S, N.
A.s of Copenhagen, Januery 4, 1848, "I beg to return you my thanks for the
communication transmitted, and deem it‘my duty to inform you that the article

which lately appeared in your journals on the subject of the ancient struc-

ture in Newport is from beginning to end a downright febricetion, no such re-
port having ever been mede to the Royal Society of Northern Antiquities as
the one alluded to; the persons mentioned in the erticle too, Bishop Oel-

rischer, Professors Scrobein, Greetz, &c, are all fictitious characters,

there never having existed here individuals bearing these names. Thus the
entire notice is nothing more then fiction, the object of which is to mystify
the public." 57

Some very recent information substentiates Mr. Brooks's stand that
the tower was built by order of Governor Arnold. The New York Herald-Tribune,
August 8, 1948 reported "The excavation, financed by an anonymous donor, is
being supervised by Dr. Jown O. Brew of Peabody Museum, Harvard University.
Dr. Williem S. Godfrey, New York archaeologist, is in charge of the actual
digging, which began last month and is expected to teke two months or more.
To date Dr. Godfrey and his assistants have turned up en 1875 dime, a musket
ball, pennies dating to 1855 and some animal bones, but no large fragments or
complete objects." Availgble informetion at the time digging was stopped
for the year was nothing had yet been found to support the statement that

the tower hed been built by Norsemen.

These excursions from what might be the actual work of Mr. Brooks's
ministry ere teken for the purpose of showing the public thought, the con-

ditions existing in the economic and social 1life of the town of Newport.



CHAPTER VI
Brooks's Health India Iinistry
Literary Activities

We have for our next consideration, in the progress of this paper,
Jir. Brooks's health, his work in the ministry end his literary ectiyities,
especially translation from the works of German authors.

The St. John farily and M. E. Martineau, cousin of Harriet, had
started a Uniterien Church in liobile, Alabema. Believing that a sojourn in
that warmer climate might benefit lir, Brooks, he was invited to preach in that
Church during the winter and Spring of 1842, While there his health seemed
to improve. During this period his friend and classmate, William Silsbee,
supplied the pulpit of the Newport Church. The delicate position in which
kre. Brooks was plece can well be imegined., He preached on doctrinel topics,
said little about negroes, and interested himself in the "poor whites." He
studied their speech, manners and religious beliefs and the camp meeting pro-
grams.,.

The bronchiael affliction grew worse in the rigorous climete of New
Engleand., A friend arranged for him to sail on the Piscataqua of Portsmouth,
New Hampshire on October 27, 1853. The ship was loaded with ice in the hold
and with miscellaneous freight between decks., Three missionary femilies and
lir. Brooks were the passengers.

A short distance out of Boston, during a severe storm the ice shifted
position and could not be re-packed. For one hundred and forty-three days
the vessel sailed "heeled over." All persons aboard suffered discomfort and
hardship. Great was their joy and relief when on March seventeenth they
sailed into Medras, India.

As was to be expected, Mr. Brooks made good use of the time while on
the voyage., He excheanged lessons in Germen and Hebrew for instruction in

Tamil and Hindustenee; end, began gathering material which he printed under

31
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under the title "Medras in Pictures" in Harpers New Monthly Megazine, Decem-
per, 1857. It is illustrated with fifteen pictures. A

This following is & bit of Brooksian humor teken from the erticle.

"There go following each other (to begin with an Irish bull as well as an

Eastern one) two rude carts, each loaded with about a bushel of hey and drawn
by two hump backed, long horned bullocks, the driver of one walking between
his teem and cattle, the other riding the pole." 2

He tells of a unique method of increasing individual importance, as
practiced by certain Indian gentlemen, nemely that of winding cotton cloth
about the person, thus increasing portliness to indicate station and import-
ance. "They cawed, they screeched, they whistled, they sharpened their
knives, they turned their grindstones" is the way he described the animal
sounds he had heard.56 The need and povérty of the people, the drought, and
the price of rice, at that time four times higher than usually asked, were
items of interest in his notes. He said soldiers were stationed at the food
depots to prevent rioting on the part of the starving people. Cattle were in
terrible condition due to lack of feed. Walking through the streets he had
for the first time "a realizing sense of the populousness of Indie."

Tnis abridged daily routine is given that we may better understand
living conditions as Mr, Brooks experienced them. Awekened by the birds;
bathed by pouring jars of water over himself; out on the vereanda to watch the
people and the birds, then busy writing. Sometimea a walk along the road.
Then "little breakfast", a cup of tea or a glass of goet milk. Between nine
end ten o'clock breskfast with the femily. After breakfest a drive into dif-
ferent sections of the city; then to the beach at two olclock for tiffin. As

the sun wes sinking he returned to the bungalow, bathed end hed dinner.

STor course, you wish to know sbout the ice; the five hundred tons
melted down to one hundred end ninety tons of saledble material. The ice
house, according to lir. Brooks's description, had the appearance of a castle,
and flew a flag in honor of the safe arrival of the ship,
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After severel unsuccessful calls, Mr, Brooks met William Roberts the
netive Uniterien minister, a man thirty-three years old "with a sprightly
twinkle in his eye, and & countenence beaming and radianf with fine intellest~
ual expression.” >8 A school was connected with the chapel, under the manage
ment of & monitor, e splendid young man. The children were reciting in uni-~
son.

Mr. Roberts' brother had apostetized. William had been a servent to
a bishop, who, learning he was Uniterien, dismissed him. Roberts applied to
enother msn for work. The prospective employer agreed to hire him if he
could get certification from the bishop stating cause for dismissing Roberts.
This the bishop declined to give. The missionary outlined the pressures
which his small group had to withstend so as not to become "mere rice-Christ-—
iens" as "the loaf and fish disciples in India" are called.”” Recounting
unusual experiences, lir., Brooks says he met a company of Christians coming
from & meeting, end soon after them a "wagon-load of great wooden gods, prob-
ably changing their reaidence."éo

¥r. Brooks describes a service led by ir. Roberts "He was reading the
scriptures with a singular canto, the heerers with their Bibles cerefully fol-
lowing. After the reading csme the Liturgy, an smended Common Prayer used
by English Uniteriens, translated into Tamil. Then the singing of a hymn,
trenslated by lMr. Roberts' father, the metre always long. The preacher would
"deacon off" a stanza, then the chorister would rise and sing it through, swel-
ling slowly to the close of each line with a peculiar end indescribgble hum-m,
jhich in chorus by the congregation - the children's shrill voices quite prom-
inent - was 8till more merked and intense."

"The sermon, of which I understood nothing but Paraveran (theSu-
preme Spirit), end Amen, repeated by the audience with a most hearty twang,
as if they were reluctant to let it go from their closed lips, was delivered
in quiet earnestness. One thing was enlivening, whenever there was a text

to be cited, the speaker would simply neme the place, and then whoever found
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jt first would read (or chant) it out, and the discourse would proceed.” 61

That same evening, March 26, 1854, Mr. Brooks attended the service
in the English cathedral, "end heard the English service in an English Church
and on English ground. Somehow or other that service does not seem at home,
except on English ground end English lips. The sermon was a good one,"
x x x "A more comforteble looking arrey of people then the men who occupied
the heads of the pews I have seldom seen," 62

k¥r., Brooks visited the Séven Pagodas and the buried city of Mavali-
poor by palanquin, which he disliked beceuse humen beings were doing the
drudgery. There were twelve bearers, and they relieved each other every five
minutes. "Mostly the men in front use one kind of a groean or grunt, which
is answered by another from those behind. these sounds often approach a
scream, and frequently include warnings against stones in the way or pools of
water, but these are articulated so indistinetly that it is difficult to
catch them.” &3

His contempletion of the ruins was disturbed by the "Pharisees and
Sadducees of the college nearby. These were the Chief Priesits who gave in-
formation, but somehow lacked vital informetion, speaking about the obvious,
in hope, of course, for bucksheesh," 63

On iionday, April tenth he made a ferewell visit to Mr. Roberts, and
on Tuesday he "Gave Daniel his money end his 'cheracter' (which I hope he
will never seli to any one unworthy of it)." “ In the afternoon he boarded
ship, which lay in the Roads a week because of the Easter holidays. On
the evening of April eighteenth they left Madras. His Orientel holiday, of
ten months, ended when the Lotus fastened to the wharf in Boston, Sunday,
August 27, 1854,

Returning to his Newport ministry he found thet his physicel strength
was unequel to the task before him. He preached his first sermon on Septem-

ber 17, 1854, but found it expedient to have the Rev. F. A, Tenney take over

the pulpit duties. Mr. Brooks's feeling esbout the pastoral duties was more
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intense than ever before. He also worked very hard et Germen translation
and completed the First Part of Goethe's "Faust" and Jean Paul Richter's
"ritan." He started work on Riickert's "yisdom of the Brahmin,"

After a two year absence from the pulpit, in 1856, he again took up
his full pastoral duties; and, also printed the first part of his translation
of "Faust." His volume of productivity incressed. In 1859 he published
"The Simplicity of Christ's Teachings", a volume of twenty-five sermons. The
quotations given in the following paragraphs were teken from an esutographed
copy presented'to the Redwood Library and Athenseum in Newport.

"At the request, therefore, of those whose judgment he has the high-
est regard, this volume is published with the hope tha&t it may do something
to help on that work which is engaging some of the noblest spirits of the
time, -~ the reciprocal reconciliation of "reason" and religion; the showing
of religion to be a reesonable thing, and (what is quite as important) reason
to be a religious faculty and responsibility; the commending of Christianity
as & manly and humane faith, and the joining together of what God has united,
but men have sundered, -- thought, feeling, and action, -- as inseparable
elements in the one grand whole of a men's true life." Newport, October,
1859)%*

Like other Uniterian ministers of that time, Mr. Brooks used a termin-
ology familiar to the ears of orthodox churchmen. But it had none of the
Triniterian meaning or connotationé.

"The Uniterian Idea', sermon number seven, reviewed the May Meetings

of 1859, in which Mr. Brooks asked

A = Shall we call ourselves, or let ourselves be called Uniterians? 1s
it not time to drop that neme as a thing out-grown end obsolete?

B - Whether it is desireble, convenient, consistent for us to be organized
es a distinct body?

C - Whether there is not some great religious idea which is committed to
us as really Unitarien; x x x which diatgnguishes or should distinguish us
from the so-called Orthodox communions? -7

The first two questions, says he, are nominal, but the third is the
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vital one to hearten all who consider the Unitarian ideal and faith "an ab-
stract, barren, scholastic, secterian notion, but an expression rich'in sug-
gestion of truth, which the soul of man everywhere dearly yearns to reach and
realize," 66

"Zvery Church mist be built upon an idea." This carmot be & notion
but a conviction of truth, of mind and judgment, and feeling, which springs
from faith, not religious sehtimentalism. "To ue there is but one God, the
Father (I Cor, 8-6), This is the great idea of Unitarianism - not merely
the doctrine of 'unity,' but of the unities. The harmony and identity of so
many sacred things which God hes united, or rather which in God are united,
but which man has put asunder." 67

"The Doctrine of Divine Unity is the doctrine of the oneness of hu-
manity. The expression 'To us there is One God, the Father', means not
werely to each of us, but to all of us, one and the same Father, Sectarian
or social influence may maske us feel or live as if we really had different
origins and destinies, but reason and revelation essure us with combined ut-
terance, thet we are all offspring of one and the seme Being, 'of whom and
through whom are all things.'"68

A vein of mysticism flowed through the mind and soul of Mr; Brooks.,

nis he felt in the service of the'Church, Communion, in the fellowship of

humen companionship, and in the laws and mysteries of Nature. This, the
writer of this paper believes, is very well shown in his sermon "What Is The
Use Of Praying?", number twelve in the 1859 collection. The purpose and
place of prayer he sums up as en inner urge God has plented in man's soul.
In this struggle to find inner strength and peace, through prayer, men reaches
out and up to God.

"How much, in this heated, impatient, flitting ege when men ere in
such & hurry to prove all things that they can hardly hold fast for a moment

or two, that which is good, =- when we breask up the feirest mensions of peace

to build over toward eir-castles of that ever-flowing tomerrow, - when people
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cell it enjoying themselves that they are forever hiding from themselves, -
how much we need the true philosophy of piety, how much we need the composure
and the quickening, the elevation and serenity that would come from entering,
with all heart and mind, into the season of prayer, the meditation upon our
real innermost life and its laws, of which prayer would be the neccesary, -
"A stream that, from the fountein of the heart,
Issuing however feebly, nowhere flows,
But with access of unexpected strength."
The text of this sermon was taken from Matthew 6%8, "Our father know-
eth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him," 69
Continuing with the theme of mysticism, lir. Brooks's sermon number
eighteen, "The Communion", further supports my assertion that there was within ’
his mind and soul a profoundly deep supply of this spiritual quality and emo-
tion. He felt there should be a revivel of the Service of Communion as a
part of the Church's worship ritual; that individuals should pay more atten-
tion to this "memorial of our religion." He sensed end felt the majesty and
worth of this Commemoration of "Christ's sufferings end sgerifice." Lack of
understending on the pert of the individual makes the Service "the end rather

than the means of a Christian experience."70

The Service should be the
means of "helping us join the Church." ‘!Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, es
to the Lord, and not unto men;' x x x ! not with eye service, aa»men—pleaéers,
but in singleness of heart, fearing God." 1

Evidently for him the spiritual essence impliéd in the religious Serv-
ige was not too far from the basic thrill of the worship of the holiness of
Jesus'! teachings end wey of life, It is certain theat he could not accept
the cold mechanics of Calvinism or that of theologicel juggling. He was
profoundly moved by the suggestion of the underlying sacredness in the observ-
ence of holy services, and the power so released to elevate mind and soul
through such participation. In this, I em certain he had shared consciously

or unconsciously with his one-time teacher, Charles Follen., It wasn't the

ritual and drema that he wanted, but that people in such a Service should re-
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cognize in simple participation a memorial to holy living as e means of as-
piration, and the fact of being joined together in this worthy association
and holy purpose.

7he measure of value, applied to faith and religion, seeus to be an
ever-recurring subject for debate. Perhaps this is so because men have not
yet out~grown their spirituel childishness. In our time, 1948, eleven yeers
short of a century, which would mark the delivery of the sermon next to be
guoted, eminent theologians are discussing the progress or regression of re-
ligion, The last sermon in the book, "The Present Crisis of Faith", has these
very femilier words, "The age we live in is characterized, religiously, by a

" 12 ypiterienism "having gone over so far in the direc-

suspense of faith.
tion of individuality, independence, and informality", said by critics “to
shudder at its own hardihood and at the wilderness before it, is beginning to
peuse, end to reconsider whether it is not time to turn back end seek again
the central ground, the safe ground of fixed forms and formulas,"” &
The truth of this observation related to present-day methods and wor-
ship services in Uniterian Churches, is to be seen in the increased use of
the cross, an occasional Yin and Yang symlbol, elaborate rituals, and other
forms of service elements. ileany of the forms of symbolism lack the essence
and spirit Mr. Brooks sought in his simple order of service and in the lMemor-
ial Communion Service. One cannot help but agree with him when he says the
tendency "is suspended animation, which statement is based on an eagerness
to frame theoretical solutions instead of patiently working out preactical
ones. "Suspense of Faith" is a fitting general description of the condition
of mind within, and without the fold of normel practicing Christians, for they
await & new inspiration. This state of suspense is due to their having out-
grown the present forms, and the fear to use new end more umeaningful ones.
"Phe wish is father to the thought, or sometimes the fear is. So, too,
rhetoric is often father to the logic, and a felicitous figure stands for

final erguments,"” &
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"Let us hope that our present 'suspense of faith' is & progress of
this kind; thet we are passing from thé faith of childhoéd to that of men-
hood; from the faith of fear to the faith which worketh by love; from the
faith of superstition to the faith of reason; from the faith which finds God
only in the strange and exceptional, to that which finds him, or rather has
Him, in whet is femiliar and universal," [

The granddsughter of iir, Brooks, Miss Maud Lyman Stevens, lent me two
manuscript sermons.  Sermon nine hundred thirteen, "The Church of the Child-
like", was evidently a first draft, for corrections were made on several of
the pages. It was twenty-one pages in length, and old-fashioned "esses"
were used, The lesson was teken from iatthew 18%:20, and the purpose was to
meke the greatest account of those weak and wandering souls, thet were as lost
and neglected children, and especially to be careful not to throw stumbling
blocks in the wey of such, when they were struggling after an entrence into
the kingdom, by & proud exclusiveness such as they, his disciples, had just
menifested in frowning upon men who were trying to do good, becasuse they only
used Christ's neme and did not follow their party. Such things, seys, Jesus,
are a stumbling block to my cause.".76

¥r. Brooks says, sbout the Church, "To what a sad extent has the
Church, which in the idea of the laster, was to be the germ of the kingdom of
Heayen on earth, the nursery of a brotherhood of lowly, loving and forgiving
souls, degenerated into a kingdom of this world, a kingdom divided against
itself, forgetful of its first law and great duty of uphodding the Royal law
of self-consecration. How much less has the Church, like the governments of
the earth,, seemed to assume that it existed for its own sake, for its own
private sggrendizement - as if man were made for the Church instead of the
Church for man." !/

As iir, Brooks saw the matter, the practicel wer to establish the Church

would be this, "Let us cease to stumble at nsmes and forms and strive af'ter

the living end loving spirit: - studying to have in ourselves the root of the
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matter of religion, which, in proportion as it is fixed in our  onvictions

end affections, will as naturally and necessarily put forth the shoots and

flowers of life, as the earth softened with the heavenly influence clothed

itself with bloom and beauty and fruitege as e thank-offering to the summer
378

Bulle



CHAPTER VII
Slavery Sanctioned by Rulers
Noble Partners in the "Trade"
Some Colonial Opinions .
Inefficiency of Government Officials
Inhumanity  Abolitionists
It is this writer's purpose to give a few glimpses of behind-the-
scenes activity which opposed the efforts of the men and women who strove to
have the cruel business of slavery stopped.
Official government records and private diaries of Colonial Times,
and later, give much illuminating information releting to slaves and slavers.
For exemple, the "Test Books" of Deacon Joseph Seccombe, smong meny more en-

tries of a similar nature, give these items;

Feb. 5, 1775 Isaec Southwick, jun. Negro girl about fifteen
years old died.

Oct. 29, 1775 Violet a negro servant of Benj. Prescott teken
into Church,

Feb. 25, 1764 Lied Ceesar, a negro boy of Lr. Aborn's in ye
9th year of his age.

Caesar, a negro servant of the late Lir., Jno Orne, died 12 April,
1792, aged 80

Aug. 25, 1772 Bap. 5 x x "and Essex, a negro, offered by his
raster, Jaumes Bancroft.7

Such items show that many mesters tried to treat their servants sas
Humen beings, end give them recognition as such,

There is also a less favorable side from which shall be taken several
accounts which tell their own story end need no embellishment on my part.
3ir John Hawkins has the dubious distinction of heving been the first to
establish slavery as a business between the Guinea Coast and America, Hav-
ing shown the immense profits to be made in the "trade", Benjamin Gonson,
Treasurer of the Admirelty, Thomas Lodge, Governor of the Russia Compeany,
Aldermen Lionel Ducket, Sir William Winter, and Queen Elizabeth became inter-

ested and contributed money to further the venture. Ironic, was it not, to

1
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heve & ship nemed "Jesus of Lubeck" transporting humen beings into bondage?
Kings end queens, nobles and highly-placed officials, and later in our 0015—
nies, and still later in our nationasl life, business-men of education and
reputation supported the degrading "trade", and had great influence upon the
political life of +their times., 7

Quoting from the Diary of Dr. Williem Bentley, minister of the Zast
Church in Salem, Mgssachusetis, we have this interesting account. %1802,
August 30 The Company of Prince, G. Ropes, & Philips of this Town have been
questioned by the Government upon the complaint of the Slave Trade. G.
Ropes was the Master and had long been on the A, Coast. Ropes was imprison-
ed but has returned home. Of the facts there is no question but in whet de-
gree, & upon what evidence we do not know. VWe know men will do anything for
money. " 80

41802, Oct. 11 News came that Tracey Collins had died in Havana,
This young man had adventured largely in the Slave Trade, & has been charged
with great cruelties. He was wounded and much cut, &c. He belonged to a
most worthy family." 81

According to report, West Indies planters worked their slaves to
death rather then provide for them when they became old and unfit for further
aervice.81

The callous regard in which meny slavers end meny owners held their
negroes is shown in this digest of e court record. “Captain Luke Colling-
wood of the ship Zong, September 6, 1781, found he had insufficient water
to supply the needs of his cargo. He recalled that Underwriters had to pay
for jettisoned cargo (either to lighten ship or to provide safety for the
rest of the cargo aboard). He had one hundred and thirty-two negroes as
"cargo." He ordered a number to be thrown overboerd; ten negroes jumped in-
to the sea to induce others to die bravely. Collingwood presented his
cleims, which were refused by the Underwriters. Solicitor General J. Lee

declined to carry the matter to a higher court. "The Master had unques-



43

tionable right" to throw slaves into the sea. "This is a case of goods and
6hattels; it is a case of throwing over goods and Chattels; it is a case of
throwing over goods; for to this purpose, and the purpose of insurance, they
are goods and property." 82

This event eroused the consciences of the British people, and on May
22, 1787 the British Society for the Abolition of the African Slave Trade was
organized, Granville Sharp wes elected chairmen, and his most active assist~
ant was Thomes Clarkson, Williem Wilberforce, member of Parliament, was a
champion of the Society. On the other side H. K. H. Duke of Clarence, later
William IV, was g leader in support of the Slave Treade.

The cruelty and the insufferable conditions under which negroes were
teken eand trensported defy description. Highly courageous blacks tormented
by ill-treatment stoically endured floggings which eventually killed them.,
Many committed suicide. Quite a few negroes believed in resurrection, thou-
gh not Christians, thus believing to return to the life they enjoyed before-
their enslavement. To stop this Slavers cut parts from the bodies of the
negroes, because an incomplete body prevented such return. The blacks kept
on trying to "go homes."

.Various methods and attempts were msde to stop the despiceble com-
merce. In 1701 representatives from Boston desired to promote the bring-
ing over of more white servanté, thus putting to an end importetion of ne-
groes as slavee.85

On the surface it seems inhumene end very unkind to stop owners
from freeing slaves. Chepter Two of the Law of 1703, Massachusetts -
Restraint of Manumission, Discharge or Setting Free of liolatto or Negro
Slaves," Some owners freed slaves, not through kindness, but because they
were too old end infirm, eand thus they rid themselves of the care and cost
of keeping the aged persons,.

All this would seem +to have little bearing upon the work of kr,

Brooks as a minister, writer, and translator. However, it was just such
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influences upon his thought for the welfare of mankind that mede him promi=-
nent in the true ministry in the work of establishing better understanding
of humen needs end problems in social relations,

A word sbout our National Constitution and the ineffectiveness of our
Government in the control of "Slavera" and the Slaye Trade. Article 1, Sec-
tion 9 of the Constitution, fegarding Slaves, reads "The liigration or Im—
portation of such persons as any of the States now existing shall think pro-
per to admit shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one
thousend, eight hundred end eight, but a tax»or duty may be imposed on such
Importation not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.' Observant citizens
noticed that Slaves were called "Persons." State legislation seemed to be
based upon economic considerations. Roger Sherman, of Connecticut, said
"7t is better to let tne Southern States import slaves than to part with
those States."

The free negroes of Pennsylvania, in 1800, petitioned for revision
of laws relating to the Slave Trade, the fugitive Slave Lew, eand for a sys-
tem of gradual emancipation.

In the debate which followed the introduction of this petition into
the Congress, Dena of Connecticut declared it "nothing but e farrago of the
French metephysics of liberty and equality." Brown of Rhode Island stated
"Ye want money; we want a navy; we ought therefore to use the means to ob-
tain it; x x x Why should we see Great Britain getting all the slave-trade
to themselves? Why may not our country be enriched by that lucrative traf-
fic? The petition was presented six years before President Jefferson con-
gratulated Congress (Becember 2, 1806) "on the approach of the period at
which you mey interpose your authority éonstitutionally to prohibit the
slave-trade." In 1808 Congress felt it had the eauthority to do this, and
began to try to exert its power." 85

In October, 1787 Rhode Island passed en act to stop importation of

slaves, encouraged the abolition of slavery, and proposed a fine of onme
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hundred pounds per person, and one thousend pounds per ship for violation of
the act., Enforcement of the act was very difficult in face of the tremend-
ous profits to be made = for example, ninety thousand dollars on a ten thous-

86

end dollar ship in one voyage.

We can better understand the difficulty of enforcement of the law,
after reading the letter written by Charles A, L. Lamar, an astute business
man, in high social position, of Sevannah, Georgia. It was written to Cap~
tein N. D. Brown, one of his shipmasters. “Your attorneys will visit you be-
fore the trial (he wes captured with & ship losded with negroes after slaving
hed been forbidden by our Government). If a true bill be found against you
by the Grend Jury, it will be done upon the evidence of Club and Harris, and,
of course, they will testify to the same thing. In this case I think you
ought to leave, end I will meke arrangements for you to do so, if you sgree
with ne. I have offered Club and Herris 5,000 not to testify, but the Gov-
ernment is slso trying to buy them."

"I am afraid they will convict me, but my case is only seven years
and a fine. If I find they are likely to do so, I will go to Cube until I

n 87

meke some compromise with the Government.

This letter shows, also, that there was a form of loyalty to eagh
other on the pert of the brethren of the "trade." However, from the corre-
spondence of Mr. Lamer we have testimony to the contrary. After his "Wend-
erer experience, he wrote to & friend "I have been badly swindled by getting
into the hands of rascals end vagabonds, I am out of vocket on the wWanderer,
had to assume all the responsibility, pay all the money and do all the work."88

The shemeful facts back of this commerce were these; human beings in
Africe were hunted end captured &o fill holds of ships and to be sold as chat-
tels. On some plantations they were bred like cattle. Escaped slaves were
hunted in free States, and under the law had to be returned to their owners.

All this, and more, in a so-called Christien land dedicated to freedom and

personal liberty. The evidence given in these few quotations show the wealth
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and organizgtion, cupidity end ruthlessness underlying the buaineas of slav-
ing. They also meke clear how difficult it may have been for honest public
officials to do their duties. Also, it is very clear, from the testimony
here given, that great spiritual and physical courage were necessary to keep
the men and women who were against slavery in their work of opposing the evil
traffic, I have in mind, not the few honored by having their names recorded
on the pages of history, but the plain people like lir. Brooks and those who
supported him in Newport. Considering also that for his service as a min-
ister he received less than one thousand dollars per year as salary, what, by
a program of appessement might have been done to improve this condition, hed
there been less conviction about the rights of menkind in the mind and soul
of Charles Timothy Brooks! According to the records, and the stories told
about him, this clear picﬁure is ever before me; After a service, he is stand-
ing in his usual place speaking to the people as they leave the Church. A
men, whose face shows his anger, speaks to lir. Brooks, suggesting that such
matters as slavery be left out of the sermons, or else there might be changes
in the ministerial personnel. Ir,., Brooks's celm reply, "I am holding my hat

in my hand."



CHAPTER VIII
German Writers Brooks's Translations
Brooks in spiritual end social agree-
ment with Transcendentalists

The list of Germen authors, from whose works lr,. Brooks made transla-
tions into the English language, includes Schiller, Goethe, Heinie, Count
Auersperg, Langbein, Gottlieb Leopold Immenuel Schefer, Uhlend, Theodor Kor-
ner, Justinius Kefner, Jean Peul Friederich Richter, Friederich Ruckert and
Berthold Auerbach. He also translated some of the books of M. Busch, the
humorist, whose works appealed greatly to children. In the matter of style,
lir. Brooks trended more to the literel than to the poetic, though at times in
Faust he has this fire and rhythm.

Jean Paul Friederiéh Richter, pseudonym Jean Feul, esteblished his
literary fame on his novel "The Invisible Lodge", and uade it secure with his
fictional biography "Hesperus." A tinge of mysticism flows through his writ-
ings, though there is some sercesm, saved by a sense of humor. Richter had
a great love for children, and was much interested in education.

An article by lir. Brooks, published in The Christian Zxawiner, quoted
by Lr. Camillo von Klenze, shows how much the German author was esteemed by
ir, Brooks. "Of all the Germen writers and men Richter is the one whom we
are most eager that our country-men should appreciate end understand. . o He is
to us by far the most suggestive, soul-stirring, improving Qf German minds. .
He is the 3hekesneare of Germany. Jean Paul is greater then Goethe. . «

Jean Paul's heart embraced everything at a distence. . « Goethe's all-sided-
ness has always seemed to us to be a cold indifference-of heart to meny forms
of humenity. . . While Richter seems to us, with his large and glowing boaom,
to meet 8ll the aspects of humen life and lot with a profound and tender and
immortel interest." 59

Brooks translated three of Richter's books showing a considerable

ability in putting into English the Germen suthor's involved menner of writ-

i
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ing.
"7iten" - 1862
"Hesperus" - 1864
"Invisible Lodge -~ 1883

Mr. Brooks was working on the proof of this last named book when death
called him,

The minister-translator's catholic taste in literature was intrigued
by the writing of Friederich Ruckert, professor of Oriental languages at Ber-
lin, The first six books of his "Wisdom of the Brahmin" were translated by
Brooks, and were published in 1882, He also translated a number of Rickert's
poems; end, from his quertrains the one quoted below shows the touch of New
England in the phrase "right nices"

"THERE'S meny a little book that reads right nice,
The reader never cares to see agein;

But whetsoe'er is not worth reading twice

Was not worth reasding once, I do maintain."

Berthold Auerbach, of Jewish parentage, was a Liberal in ideology,
and e Transcendentalist. He had studied at Tibingen, Munich, and Heidelberg.
In 1836 he wae imprisoned in Hohenasperg for participeting in Burschenschaft
activities. His ability to portray the life of Germen peasants end commoh
people is well summaerized by Dr. von Klenzse,

"Berthold Auerbach had in common with the author of Wuz Jean Pauﬂ s
an interest in the problems of the lowly so sincere, and a delight in the
charm of simplicity so genuine, that Tolstoy could cherish him as a true
apostle of humeneness, and that in Victorien England, in the France of George
Sand, and in many other countries he could be hailed as one of the greatest
writers that ever used the German idiom," 90

This should meke it very clear why Auerbach was so highly regarded
by the Newport minister, end why he trenslated four of the Germen writers
novels. These four bear the date of 1877 as the year of printing.

"Aloys" ‘
"The Gonvicts and Their Children" - Stréflinge

"Poet and ierchant" - "Dichter und Keufmen"
"Lorley and Reinherd" - "Des lorles Reinhard"
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That ir. Auerbach might have been somewhat exacting at times is sup-
vorted by a statement mede by Dr. Charles d. Wendte, devoted friend and bio-
grapher of ir. Brooks. He wrote "A series of translations of Berthold Auer-
bach's novels led to a correspondence in which the less amiasble traits of that
eminent guthor were displayed." 91

Through the generous co-operation of several librerisns, one copy of
Auerbech's "Lorley and Reinhard", as translated by ir. Brooks, was secured
for background material. e tried to get all four books, in Germen end in
the trenslations, but failed. A digest of the book to show the translator's
style, and use of Yankee idiom follows.

Auerbach felt thet menkind could be united through educetion end
reason, and this is outlined in his Preface to "Lorley and Reinhard."

"The Railroad and free emigration have thoroughly metamorphosed the
domestic and social economy of villege life,

The German Empire haes arisen!

"There is no cottage in the land so secluded that the song of the
Fatherlend does not resound within its walls.

In the battle for liberty end purity of human thought has grown up
the universal obligation of the community to share in the great spiritual
warfare, No soul is so shut up within itselfl as not to be reached by the
summons

No poet's imagination could have invented such creations as the in-

n 92 {idsuwmmer, 1876.

spirations of history and our age present to our eyes,
The story centers around the difficulties young and old face in ad-
justing themselves to the new conditions and situations developed by the
reilroed. The attitude of mind is shown by 0ld Squire Shanks, owner of the
inn, when it was suggested that he widen a barn door. "The young folks
needn't fare any better than we did. They must leern, be wide awske. I've
driven it for thirty years and never got stuck yet." 95

His buxom daughter Lorley is in love with Reinhard, & painter. Fine
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souled, devout and capable, she is one who must have work for her hands.
Compearing village and city l;fe, she says "the misfortune is just this, that
a wife cannot help the husband in his business, cannot run to his assistance
in the least thing, and so each must be alone; at home with you the wife goes
with her husbend to the field end helps everywhere.," g4
Barby, an old servant at the inn, who goes with Lorley to the city
when they merry, is vexed with the Artist who comes late to breekfast. She
admonishes him in good New Englend style, though the inn is in a Black Forea£
villege. This, of course, is the work of the translator. "Mr. Reinhard
gang in and drink your coffee. I aint a-goin' to warm it over for you
again," 95
The Artist's friend, Adalbert Reihenmaier, a librarian, noting the
sickness and need in the village, cells on the village priest end outlines a
plan for a hospital and other aid for the hendicapped people, "Impractical"
says the Churchman, "the people help each other, Later in the Residence City
en entry is made on the Records of the iMinistry which shows close relation of
Church and State. "The Collaborator Adalbert Reihenmaier, on complaint of
Pastor i<, at Weissenbach, adjudged by report of the Court at G. to hold athe-
istic sentiments, charged with attempting to stir up an insurrection among
the people.” 96
Before her merriage Lorley feels the responsibility that has been
hers - "She felt like an honorable domestic, who, before he leaves his place
of service voluntarily scrubs and scours the whole house from top to bottow." 97
After the wedding, when the newly-weds are ready to depart for the
city, the Innkeeper is hold the horse., e gives it a smart cut with the
whip, end after the enimal is quieted gives this reeson for his act; When
one goes awey from home, one must give the nag a little tickling that he too
may xnow thet one has the rod at hend; after that, one often has no occasion

to use it at all the rest of the way. 30 too, it is with the wife; one must

at the very outset give her o understand who is mester, afterward all will
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go well and we can lay the rod quietly by, but, the bridle one must hold
fast - whoa, there! Whoe, nag, whoa!l" 98

The customs énd the strange ways of the city, and the manners and pre-
tense and indifference, the shoddy and the sham do not square up to her honest
goul. An old saying comes to mind "eussen fix, innen nix", and she decides
to return to her home village.99 Here she becomes the viilage nurse, friend
end confidant of the helpless and needy.

The railroad brought innovations and new people into the villege, and
meny chenges so altered the once complacent community that the few remeining
old residents hardly know what to do or where to turn. The Artist end the
Librerian again met at Weissenbach, and exchange accounts of their doings
since last they met. The Artist finishes his story with the words "Art was
my netive land - war sn ebomination." After a short silence the Librarian

speeks "I was a member of the Committee of Refreshment and handed to friend

end foe meny a comforting draught." 100 He said no more, for he was think-
ing of his sister Leopoldina who died of overwork in the militery hospitals.

Mr. Brooks, in chapter thirty-one, page two hundred and seventy-three,
translates "skat" a card game populer with Germans, and known to many Ameri-
cans in communities where German immigrants settled, as "cribbage."  There is
little similarity between the two games. Sket uses thirty-two cards, and
cribbage the full pack. 3kat hes games within the geme, end a "nullo" bid
in which the player contracts to meke no points. It mey be thet he used the
term "cribbage" to give a popular flavor for the reader's benefit. Perhaps
few people along the Atlantic seaboard were femiliar with the g me. Ny feel-
ing is that he must have learned about the geame from Charles Follen when this
revered friend wes in Cambridge.

One item of particular interest, with reference to the changes which
have teken plece, is that common men smoke cigers instead of pipes which would

indicate an asdvance in the social scale,

Further commenting on conditions the Librarien says "And knowest thou
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the severest blow the priests have dealt us? x x x They have made the people
rebellious and refractory against education; they have broken up the old con-

fidence between us. Thet is the hardest thing of all,' 101

Tragedy ends the story - the cause en idiot son of the new Innkeeper,
whose devotion to Lorely ceused him to try to teke from Reinhard a picture
of her. The Artist was on the Old Inn gallery, end the idiot ran against
him forcing both againet the old rail which broke, and the Artist fell to the
street., The 0ld time friends met in another iand.

Mr. Brooks's translation is understendingly syupathetic, and one feels
that he had the villegers ever before him as he took the story from the Germen
tongue and placed it in the English language. iy feeling is that Brooks's
translations should again be published, because they give such intimate and
clear pictures of living conditions of other days. He did us a splendid ser-

vice when he translated these and other writings into the English tongue.



CHAPTER IX
Brooks and His Translation of the First Part of Faust
Translations Compared Strict adherence of
Brooks's Work Easier flowing Style
of Bayerd Taylor

When comparisons are made of original works, and the translations
ﬁade therefrom by countrymen of the suthors, and those made by men of other
nations, it should be borne in mind that each translator will see fit to use
a ohrese, a word, or an idiom of his own. These mey not agree, yet each ag-
cording to the desire of the translator will be the fitting word.

As none of us can reed the innermost emotions and thoughts of others,
so translators ere limited in expressing the actual content of an author's
work. Thé techniques of writers, the fine turn of & phrase, the fire aﬁd
emotion, or the lack of them,'can be criticized. But the exact content of a
man's soul can never be exactly known by another.

30 it is when we consider ir. Brooks's transletion of the First Part
of Goethe's Faust. At times one senses the tension that must have been in
his mind when he endeavored to get the fine and exact flavor of a word or a
line., Again, it might seem that there is a lack of poetical fire. But it
may have been the restreint of a meticulous worker whose one desire was to
have exactness rule in the translation of the Master-piece.

In this connection Dr, Camillo von Klenze points out a number of ex-
amples, which from a scholar's point of view are just criticisums.

"In any case, his aim, as he emphatically states in the Preface, was
to outdo all his predecessors in accuracy, not so much verbal as metrical,
This insistence on stricter fidelity to the form of the original is of course
merely an expression of respect for the great drematic poem, & respect greater
than had ever been menifested by an English translator. The question in-
stantly arises: to what extent did Brooks succeed in conveying to the reader
this reverence which he himself so strongly felt?

"Only the welding of a sovereign control of the idiom of the original

53
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with a genuine poetic gift can assure at least partiel success. Unfortu-

netely Brooks possessed neither, when the essential failure of his at~

tempt.” 102

Lr. von Klenze further elaborates "Did he grasp the wmeaning of: "er

(der Entechluss) will es (das ..8gliche) nicht fehren lassen" (Faust 1. 229),

when he trenslated "Once in the yoke and you are free." 105

Beginning with line two hundred and twenty-five, Goethe's words are

Wes heute nicht geschieht; ist morgen nicht geten,
Und keinen Teg soll man verpassen.,

Das lMdgliche soll der Entschluss

Beherzt sogleich beim Scnopfe fassen,

Er will es denn nicht fahren lassen

Und wirket weiter, weil er muss,

As transleted by iir. Brooks they reed as follows

Tomorrow will not do whet is not done todey.
Let not a dey be lost by dallying,

But seize the possibility

Right by the forelock, courgge rallying,

And forth the fearless spirit sellying, --
Once in the yoke and you are free,

The only possible defense that seems reasoneble, to account for the
trensletion of the last line, as giyen, is thaet lir., Brooks might have had in
mind the thought that so long as undone chores confront individuals, so long
are they enthralled. Further, that when physically in the yoke(the load,
the burden of the work) they rid themselves of that particular burden.

Bayard Taylor's translation flows freely, end comes close to Goethe's

own thought

What's left undone today, To-morrow will not do.
Waste not e day in vain digression:

With resolute, courageous trust

Seize every possible impression,

And meke it firmly youn possession

You'll then work on, because you must.
Now to the Preface and let kir. Brooks speak for himself. This quo-
tation, and others which may follow, was teken from the Second Edition pub-
lished in 1857.

"Perhaps some apology ought to be given to English scholars, that is, to

those who do not know Germen, (to those, at least, who do not know what sort
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of thing Faust is in the original, ) for offering another translation to the
public, of a poem which has been already translated, not only in a literal
prose form, but also, twenty or thirty times, in metre, and sometimes with
great spirit, beauty end power."

“The author of the present version, then, has no knowledge that a
rendering of this wonderful poem into the exact and ever-changing metre of
the original has, until now, been so much as attempted. To name only one
defect, the very best versions which he haes seen neglect to follow the ex-
quisite artist in the evidently planned and orderly intermixing of male and
female rhymes, i. e. rhymes which fall on the last syllable and those which
fall on the last but one. Now, every careful student of the versification
of Faust must feel and see thet Goethe did no£ intersperse the one kind of
rhyme with the other, at random, as those translators do; who, also, give
the female rhyme (on which the vivacity of dialogue and descripﬁion often so
much depend) in so small a proportion.”

"A similar criticism might be made of their liberty in neglecting
Goethe's method of alternating different measures with each‘other."

"It seems as if, in respect to metre, at least they had asked them-
selves, how would Goethe have written or shaped this in English, had that
been his native language, instead of seeking con emore (and con fidelitd) as
they should have done, to reproduce, both in spirit and in form, the move-
ment, so free and yet orderly, of the singulerly endowed end accomplished
poet whom they undertook to represent."” 104

Bayard Taylor supports Mr, Brooks at this point in these words" The
feminine and dectylic rhymes, which have been for the most pert omitted by
all metrical trenslators except kr. Brooks, are indispensable. The cher-
acteristic tone of many passages would be nearly lost without them. They
give spirit and grace to the dialogue, point to the ephoristic portions
(especially in the Second Fart), and an ever=-changing music to the lyrical

paesagea.“105
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Technical criticism, and pressure for exactness, on the part of trans-
lators and writers, must heve irked Goethe, for in 1831, twenty-six years be-
fore the publication of Brooks's work, he wrote "At present, everything runs
in technical grooves, end the critical gentlemen begin to wrangle whether in
a rhyme an 8 should correspond with an s and not a sz. If I were young and
reckless enough, I would purposely offend all such technical eaprices; I would
use alliteration, assonence, felse rhyme, just according to my own will or con-
venience -- but, at the same time, I would attend to the main thing, and say
so many good things thet every one would be attracted to read and remember
them, "106

It would seem thet goethe's reaction to exacting criticism was one of
understanding the use of freedom on the part of writers and translators, end
otnerse, so long as content, fact and imegination were honestly presented.

As stated at the beginning of this chepter, every translation, no mat~
ter who mekes it, will heye in it traces of the soul, humor and bias, and par-
ticular bent of the trenslator. As a general question, are there any per-
fect transletions from one language to enother? CUen it be done? ihy then
object too strenuously when tuere is a differeﬁce of opinion? df course,
clumsy mishandling will irritete the finer sensibilities. A bit of the apt
humor of the "bauer" translatedrinto the dry idiom of the Yankee still has
the content of folk experience and tengy directness.

Perheps ir. Brooks and other American writers and translators were
more interested in sentimental writings. These, to & degree, served to re-
move & certain mental-spiritual starchiness which was most helpful in advanc-
ing growth in the field of letters being established in the New Nation. How
could it, new-born into the hardships of turning a wildernese into a home,
compete with nations who for generations enjoyed comparative leisurg and op-
portunity to forget the savage end raw conditions that once faced their fore-

bears?

It is recorded that Brooks was not much interested in mathematice
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and philosophy. This may have had bearing upon his choice of umaterial for
translation, especially as his feeling for the humenities was so strong.

In the Preface to his translation of Feust, Bayard Taylor says about
ir. Brooks's effort "It is twenty years since I first determined to attempt
tne translation of Faust in the original metres. At that time, although
more then a score of Znglish translations of the First Part, and three or
four of the Second Part were in existence, the experiment had not yet been
mede, " 107

"Mr. Brooks was the first to undertake the task, and the publication
of his translation of the First Fart (in 1856) induced me, for & time, to
give up my own design. No previous English version exhibited such abnega-
tion of the translator's own tastes and habits of thought, such reverent de-
sire to present the original in its purest foru. The care and conscience
with which the work had been performed were so epparent, that I now state
with reluctence what then seemed to me to be the only deficiencies, -- &
leck of lyrical fire and fluency of the original in some passages, and an oc-
casional lowering of the tone through the use of words which are literal, but
not equivalent. The plen of translation adopted by nr. Brooks, was so en-
tirely my own, that when further residence in Germeny and a more careful
study of both parts of Faust had satisfied we that the field was still open,-
that the means furnished by poetical affinity of the two languages had not
yet been exhausted, -- nothing remained for me but to follow him in all es-
gential particulars. His exemple confirmed me in the belief that there
were few difficulties in the way of a nearly literal yet thoroughly Rhyth-
mical version of Faust, which might not be overcome by loving labor. A
comparison of seventeen English translations, in the arbitrary metres adopt-
ed by the translators, sufficiently showed the denger of allowing license in
this resvect: the white light of Goethe's thought was thereby passed through
the tinted glass of other minds, and assumed the coloring of each, How-

ever, tne rlea of selecting different metres in tne nope of producing a
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gimilar effect is reasonsble, where the identical metres are possible."108

¥r. Taylor says that lr. Brooks trenslated Faust in a sincere énd
vractical menner within the limits indicated in the original composition.
wWithin this scope he, at times, has not agreed with other translators. In
this respect both men saw eye to eye in the metter of freedom of opinion.‘
.r. Taylor puts it in these words "Here, as in a few other places, I do not
feel bound to confine myself to the exact measure and limit of the original.
The reader may be interested in comparing some other veraions."lo9
The allusion relates to the section beginning with liné three hundred
end fifteen, The Prologue in Heaven. Mephistopheles and the Lord are speak-
ing about Man, the Lord having in mind especially Faust.
So lang' er auf der Erde lebt,
So lange sei dir's nicht verboten,

Es irrt der lensch, so lang' er strebt.

As translated by other writers, we see a wide varietyof interpre-

tation;
Goethe Es irrt der Mensch, so lang! er strebt
Hayward an is liable to error, while his struggle laste
Anster Fan's hour on Earth is weakness, error, strife
Brooks Man errs and staggers from his birth
Swanwick (Miss) ien, while he striveth, is prone to err
Blackie Men must still err, so long he strives
Martin Man, while his struggle lasts is prone to stray
Beresford lten errs as long as lasts his sitrife
Birch lan's prone to err in acquisition

These examples from the minds of men and women who have worked for
years in enalyzing Faust, endeavoring to give each word and each line con-
tent and place basically agree in the differing use of language. The
writer of this paper wonders why some one did not translate the line "Aspira-
tion's urge his errord reveal." IKr, Taylor's translation is

While Man's desires and aspirations stir,
He cannot choose but err,

Mr. Brooks's translation reads
So long as he shall live on earth

Do with him all that you desire.
Man errs and staggers from his birth.
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It is possible that lir. Brooks saw man endeavoring to answer aspira-
tion's urge checked by the stone wall of Fact, re-routed innumerable times
by ekperiental detours to the highway of his soul's desire, as a falling,
rising, weaving creature. So he used "stagger" as the most comprehensive
end descriptive English word for the German “"strebt.,"

However great mey heve been the rangé of kr. Brooks's mind and de-
sire for more knowledge, we should remember that he wes born into the period
of transition from pioneering days to the time of a more stable economy,
which began to provide greater opportunity for gaining culturel values. A
relatively few people had time for books and study, and the means to buy
books., They were the merchants, clergymen, doctors, and educators. There
were private libraries, and workingmen's reading slubs. But there was not
a general circulation of folklore, legénd, tradition about the Bible and re-
ligion; nor was there a wide circulation of the latest books on philosophy,
political writings, religion and social problems as was true in Europe.

By virtue of his position as a clergyman, N¥r. Brooks gained much in-
formation about progressive thinking in Europe as brought back by sea capi-
ains, and merchants who trevelled abroad. Yet his circle of information
and culture wes smell compared to that which Goethe enjoyed. As has been
pointed out, kr. Brooks was not overly interested in the sciences, On the
other hand Goethe worked in fields of science, politics, was gifted in know-
ledge of the stage end drame, knew Huropean folklore, and had access to the
latest writings of students end literary people. He had studied architect-
ure and ert, and was versed in the newer approach of progressive theologians.

His Faust is a vast collection of legend, folklore, personal ex-
perience, philosophical speculation, and comment on the religious beliefs of
the times. A considerable study hed to be made of the poem in order to get
the exact flavor and meaning of' the words and lines. This required re-
search, and understading of the group life and philosophy of the German

people, who were just emerging from the resirictions of auts tratic govern-



60

ment.

The background of religious thinking reflected the thinking of Mel-
sncthon and Luther who believed in personal devils. It will be reuembered
that Luther threw an inkwell at a devil who bothered the learned iiartin in
his study. The doctrines of Calvin had a firm hold on the religious think-
ing of & great number of people,

The name Faustus, ("fortunate", "of good omen") was not an unusual
given naue, The younger Socinus, who taught Uniterien doctrines in roland
and Transylvenia waes so named. *x x some have very absurdly attempted to
connect (him) with the Faust legend. He was not born until 1539."

Zealots in religion have used some of the lines in Faust as refer-
ring to religious groups not in sgreement with thew; and, as proof of the
sure reward of those who seek to find out the secrets releting to HNature end
to God. The Faust legend, in short, is a cross section of sixteenth century
superstitions and beliefs.,

Faust and the Devill! There is no end to the stories; end, they take
every imeginable form, One story, for illustration, is that iKephistopheles
first served Feust in the guise of & wonk, and that he supplied his master's
teble with food and wine teken from the cellars of the Bishop of 3alzburg,
and other prelates, Jhen Faust wished to marry, according to another story,
wephistopheles reminded him that this would be pleasing to God, which would
be a violation of their sgreeument. e

Goethe has been criticized for his herd treatment of some people who
had been of great help to him. It is not my province to do this, but to
point out that he was not entirely one-sided in this respect. This can best
be done by Albert Schweitzer, a devoted admirer of the poet.

In his eddress given in Frankfur t-on-the-lkain, August 28, 1929, when
he received the Goethe Prize, Schweitzer seid "At the end of my student days

I reread, almost by chance, the account of his Harzreise in the winter of

1777, end it mede a wonderful impression on me that this men, whom we re-
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garded as an Olympian, set out amid Novewber reain end mist to visit a mini-
ster's son who was in great spiritusl difficulties, and give him suitable
help. A second iime there was revealed to me behind the Olympian the deep
and homely man., I wes learning to love Goethe, And so whenever it happened
in my own life that I had to take upon me some work or other in order to do
for some fellow men the humen service he needed, I would say to myself, ¥This

is a Harzreise for you." 111

Why all this background about Goethe and Charles Timothy Brooks? As
this writer views the matter, Mr. Brooks through his mysticism saw withrthe
spiritual eye the quaﬁtity and quality of humen life incorporated in the
story of Faust. He yearned to release its greatness to the people of his
own country through the English langusge. Within his mind fomented the pun~-
gent wit and directness that characterizes men and women who meet life in di-
rect grips with fundemental facts of the demands made upon all living crea-
tures. These were refined by his associstion with all sorts and conditions
of men; and, through the responsibilities of husbend and parent.

Goethe and Brooks were mystics end Nature-lovers. Both were deeply
religious, and both loved their fellowmen.

The savent, end the parish minister - one born in e comuunity old
end with established customs, lore, loves and hates; the other a child in
e new land where life was hard, with little time for relaxation end contem-—
plation of the more intricate soul stuff, and comparison of philosophies.

In the new land the heritege of the older traditions and customs were,
at times, not gently chenged, but abruptly disrupted by immediate and urgent
need of something different. Whether or not this was understood, felt, or
realized, nevertheless it was the effort of the human soul to burst forth in-
to greater mental-spiritual freedom. It is aptly described in Auerbach's
Lorley end Reinhard, as translated by Brooks "In the battle for liberty and
purity of human thought has grown up the universal obligation of the commun-

ity to share in the great spiritual warefare," This is in the Preface.
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There was & great spiritual warfare in the old civilization where
the savant wes born, as well as in the new land where was born the parish
minister. [Each in his own way was esger and anxious to do all he could
to forward the possible good of menkind., Yet each used a different lan-
guage, made up of the past, the oresent, and indications for the future,
with the tempering of experience, hope, failure, defeat and success.

Whilst looking forward, each could not but look backwerd also because memory
had recorded much sweetness, love, truth and, perhaps, a wish or two. They
were coupanions in imegination, and in the over-all view of possible expan-
sion of the humen mind in growth and appreciation of the rich heritage be-
queathed them by God.

This companionship of understending is shown Faust, Part First De-
dication, here given; the author reeching back to meet again the deeply
loved and spiritually-needed expériencea; and the translator setting this
into enother language yet keeping the mystical relation as first expressed

by Goethe.
ZUEIGNUNG

Ihr naht euch wieder, schwankende Gestalten,

Die frih sich einst dem trUben Blick gezeigt.
Versuch' ich wohl, euch diesmal festzuhalten?
Ftthl' ich mein Herz noch jenem Wahn geneigt?

Ihr drangt euch zu! Nun gut, so n8gt ihr walten,
Wie ihr aus Dunft und Nebel um mich steigt;

iiein Busen flihlt sich jugendlich erschiittert

Vom Zauberhauch, der euren Zug umwittert.

Ihr bringt mit euch die Bilder froher Tage,

Und menche liebe 3chatten steigen euf:

Gleich einer alten, halbverklungnen 3Sage,

somnt erste Lieb! und Freundschaft mit herauf;
Ler Schumerz wird neu, es wiederhoit die Klage
Des Lebens lebyrinthisch irren Lauf

Und nennt die Guten, die, um schone Stunden
Vom Gliick getduscnt, vor mir hinweggeschwunden.

Sie hUren nicht die folgenden Gesinge,

Lie Seelen, denen ich die ersten fang;
Zerstoben ist das freundliche Gedrange,
Verklungen, achj der erste Widerklang.

i.ein Leid ertont der unbekannten ienge,

Ihr Beifall selbst mecht meinem Herzen bang;
Und wes sich sonst an meinem Lied erfreuet,
Wenn es noch lebt, irrt in der ielt zersireuet.
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Und mich ergreift ein léngst entwdlhntes sSehnen
Nach jenem stillen, ernsten Geisterreich,

Es schwebet nun in unbestimmten TSnen

iein lispelnd Lied, der Aeglsharfe gliech

Ein Schauer fasst mich, Trane folgt den Trénen,
Das strenge Herz, es fiihlt sich mild und weich;
Yas ich besize, seh! ich wie im Weiten

Und was verschwend, wird mir zu Wirklichkeiten.

The following is Mr, Brooks's fAranslation of this Dedication, Part

rirst, of Goethe's Faust.
DEDICATION

Once more ye waver dreeaumily before me,

Forms that so early cheered my troubled eyes!

To hold you fest doth still my heart implore me?

5411l bid me clutch the charm that lures and flies?

Ye crowd around! come, then, hold empire o'er me,

As from the mist end haze of thought ye rise;

The magic atmosphere, your train enwreathing,

Through my thrilled bosom youthful bliss is breathing.

Ye bring with you the forms of hours klysiean,
And shades of dear ones rise to meet my gaze;
First Love end Friendship steal my vision

Like an old tale of legendary days;

Sorrow renewed, in mournful repetition,

Runs through life's devious, labyrinthine ways;
And, sighing, nemes the good (by Fortune cheated
Of blissful hours!) who have before me fleeted.

Tnese later songs of mine, ales! will never

Sound in their esrs to whom they first were sung!
Scattered like dust, the friendly throng forever!
Mute the first echo that so gratefully rung!

To the strange crowd I sing, whose very favor
Like chilling sadness on my heart is flung;

And all that kindled at those earlier numbers

Roams the wide earth or in its bosom slumbers.,

And now I feel a long unwonted yearning

For that calm, pensive spirit-realm, today;

Like an Aeolian lyre, (the breeze returning,)

Floats in uncertain tones my lisping lay;

Strange aswe comes o'er me, tear on tear falls burning,
The rigid heart to milder mood gives way;

What I possess I see afar off lying,

And what I lost is real and undying.

The last two lines of +this translation are reminiscent of lines in
his "Rhymed Reminiscences" which were given at the North Church Centennial

Festival, here given with special ewphasis on the last two lines.

How oft. . my nheart leaped up with mute delight,
When, as a boy, I journeyed home at night,
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To see, while trees and lights behind us fled
The moon and stars ride with us overhead.
S0 with the things of Time - like dreaws they glide —--
The eternal things are ever at our side.
Furtiher proof that Brooks was e& wmystic is found in note nuuber four
in Lr, von Klenze's book. "So now you have a vague image. I will only
add that mysticism has been one of my faults." To which Lr. von Klenze

adds this comment, "It is not unlikely that the savour of mysticism charac-

teristic of several scenes in Faust I helped to attract Brooks to Goethe's

great drema," 112

The quotestions given in Germen, and as translated by Brooks and Tay-
lor, show differences of opinion and use of words., At times, in iir. Brooks's
work there is the impression of hardness of language, no doubt due to the
aim of the translator to give exactness to his work,

Line fifteen, Part I, Faust

Und nennt die Guten, die, um schdone Stunden
Vom Gliick getduscht, vor mir hinweggeschwunden.

wr. Brooks's trenslation

And, sighing, nemes the good (by Fortune cheated
.Of blissful hours!) who have before me fleeted. 113

iir. Teaylor's translation has & smoother, softer flow of words

And nemes the Good, whose cheating fortune tore them
From heppy hours, and left me to deplore them.

In the conference between the Lord and kephistopheles, Frologue in
Heaven, beginning with line three hundred and thirteen, there is again, to
me, & hardness in the language of iir., Brooks's translation as compared to

that mede by lir. Taylor.

Wen Ihr mir die Erlaubnis gebt,
Ihn meine Sfrasse sacht zu flihren.

Mr. Brooks trenslation reads

If you will give me leave henceforth,

To lead him softly on, like an old stager. 114

ur. Taylor made three lines, brought in smoother rhythm end e gent-

ler suggestion equally as forceful in content. There is also a softer man-
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ner in gsking e favor of the Lord.
There's still a chance to gain him,
If unto me full lewe you give,
Gently upon my road to train him.

In the scene between Faust and Wegner, line five hundred and thirty-
eight, Faust, somewhat irritated by his Famulus who mekes an inopportune
visit to his study, reather sharply speeks to him

Sizt ihr immer! leimt zusemmen,
Breut ein Ragout von andrer Schmaus

Und blast die klUimmerlichen Flammen
Aus eurem Aschenhsufchen 'raus!

115
It is difficult to agree with iir, Brooks in his use of "Thaw your
glue-pot" in translating "leimt zusesmmen.” To me it has the suggestion of
putting together bits of wunrelated material, aend hints at piddling about
with petty thoughts and ideas, when the individual should be doing work in
a lerge measure. Faust might have been a bit ironic, ,onsidering Wegner's
clumsy efforts to become a learned one.
Here then is the trenslation as made by Mr. Brooks
Sit there forever!  Thaw your glue-pot, --
Blow up your ash-heap, and brew

dith a dull fire, in your stew-pot,

Of other men's leavings a ragout. 115

ir. Taylor phrases it in swoother form, and comes sloser to the

A}

author's thought and lenguage.
You sit forever, gluing, patching;
You cook the scraps from others' fare;

And from your heap of ashes hatching .
A sterveling flame, ye blow it bare!

The scene before the City Gate, where towns-people, students, and
companies of girls are walking about and gossiping, contains some of kir.
Brooks's New Englend flavored treanslation. e shall begin with line number
eight hundred and twenty-eight.

Schiler
Bliz, wie die wackern Dirnen schreiten!
Herr Bruder, komm! wir umiissen sie begleiten.

Ein sterkes Bier, ein beizender Tobak,
Und eine iagd in Puz, das ist nun mein Geschmack.,
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Blrgerméidchen
Ta sieh mir nur die schdnen Knaben!
48 ist wahrhaftig eine Schmach:
Gesellschaf't konnten sie die allerbeste heben,
Und laufen diesen iL#gden nagh!
ir. Brooks's translestions, given in the following parsgraph hes the
tang of salt water in the student's "fasten alongside" end "well rigg'd.”
i "good smart tobacco! covers quite a lot of territory, as the terw "good
suart" has been used by New Englenders., According to the immigrani's use
of "ein beizender Tobak" he would be asking for a "strong tobacco" were he
using English. kr. Brooks leaves a strong flavor of elther 3Salem or New-
port in this particular part of his trenslation. ir. Taylor comes neerer
the original in my estimation.
Scholar
Stars! how the buxom wenches stride there!
Quick, brother! we must fasten alongside there.

3trong beer, good suart tobscco, and the waist

Of a right handsome gall, well rigg'd, now that's my taste.116

Citizen's Deughter

Lo see those fine, young fellows yonder!
'Tis, I declare, a great disgrace;

When they might have the very best, I wonder,
After these galls they needs must race,

The contrast as shown in lr. Taylor's translation is quite notice-
able, in the general flow of average speech without verging too near that of
a particular group or section of the world.

A Student
Deuce! how they step, the buxom wenches!
Come, Brotner! we must see them to the benches.
A strong, old beer, a pipe that stings and bites,
A girl in Sunday clothes, -- these three are my delights.
Citizen's Daughter
Just see those handsome fellows, there!
It's really shameful, I declarej --

To follow servant girls, when they
Fight have the most genteel society to-day!
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The next quotation is teken from the scene in Auerbach's Cellar,
when iHephistopheles, at a taeble, asks for a gimlet, and Altmayér, line
two thousax}d two hundred aend fifty-nine, says "Dahinten hat der iWirt ein
Korbchen Werkzeug stehn."  This lir, Brooks translates "The land-lord's
tool-chest there is easily got at." A little basket hardly warranta'being
called -a tool-chest. My grendfather had such a basket, and in all uy as-
sociation with him never once did he ask me to bring nis "tool chest." iir.
Taylor also translated "Korbchen" as "box of tools", the line reading "Yon-
der, within the landlord's box of tools, there's one.”
Fﬁust and Margaret are deep in their love-making in the garden.
She brings up the matter of religion, and for a time his answers seem reason-
able enough. However, they are not satisfactory, and beginning with line
number three thousand four hundred and sixty-six, lMargeret says
Werm man's so hdrt, mocht's leidlich scheinen,
Steht aber doch immer schief derum;
Denn du hast kein Christentum.
Mr. Brooks has her say, in his transletion
Well, all have a way that they incline to,
Thou hast no Onristiamity. EL1 0
Certainly, Margaret held in the power of love for Faust, would be less
book and direct than the trenslation would imply. The need is & measure of
tenderness, even though in the original Germen the reply seems to be short
and direct . Perhaps Brooks and Teylor might have given their translations
a bit of softness without the harsh directness their lines imply. Perhaps
something like this
Thy words are fair.
Yet ynderneath they do not say
Christianity is thy faith.
ir. Brooks translated one hundred and forty-seven lines of Part
Second of Faust. There seems to be no answer for his not having finished

it, unless it be that his health was none too good. Hence, he may heve con-

sidered it wiser to translate such material as would heve a readier sale and
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and & greater sppeal to the reading public,

In note number ninety in his book Brooks and the Genteel Tradition,

Dr. von XKlenze writes "The fact that F, H. Hedge, distinguished Unitarian
minister and for meny years professor of German literature at Hervard, in a
review of Brooks' Faust in The Christian Exeminer, LXIII (1857), 1 ff.,
deplored Brooks' failure to translate Faugt I1, -- furthermore the fact that
Brooks at least bezen a translation of it, and that Teylor englished the
whole, and all that despite the regnant contempt for Faust II in ingland

(cf Hauhert, The Reception of Goethe's Faust in Englend, p., 433~ proves

the correctness of von Grueningen's contention that in respect to Goethe
American opinion, though at times-derivative from English views is "quite as
often, if not in the main, decidedly independent."” 118

The quotation from Part Second of Fauat, given here, is for the pur-
vose of illustration, to show thaet poetic fire did burn in Brooks's mind and
soul, t is taken from the opening scene of the first act. Feust, reclin-
ing an a grassy knoll, seeks rest and sleep. Ariel is singing to an Aeolian

harp eccompaniment.

ilenn der Bluten Friihlingsregen

Ueber alle schwebend sinkt,

Wenn der Felder griiner Segen

Allen Erdgebornen blinkt,

Kleiner Elfen Geistergrdsse

Eilet, wo sie helfen kannj;

Ob er heilig, ob er bose

Jemmert sie der Unglucksmenn,
Die ihr dies Heupt umschwebt in lust'gen Kreise,
Erzeigt euch hier nach edler Elfen VWeise.
Befénstiget des Herzens grimmen Strauss,
Entfernt des Vorwurfs glihend bittre Pfeile,
Sein inres reinigt von erlebtem Graus.
Vier sind die Psusen nachtiger ieile;
Nun ohne Séumen fiillt sie freundlich aus!
Erst senkt sein Haupt aufs kilhle Polster nieder,
Dann badet ihn im Tau aus Lethes Flut;
Gelenk sind beld die krampferstarrten Glieder,
Wenn er gesterkt dem Tag entgegenruht.
Vollbringt der Elfen schonste Pflicht,
Gebt ihn zuriick dem heiligen Licht! 119

The trensletion of these lines, as made by kr., Brooks, next follows,

and I belieye it will fully support my staetement thet he possessed poetic
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When the rain of blossoms falleth,
Fluttering, on the lap of Spring;
When the field's green blessing calleth
Forth to joy each earth-born thing, --
Great-souled elves, in stature lowly,
Haste to help where help they can;
Be he guilty, be he holy,
Pity they the sorrowing man,
Ye, round this head in airy circles wheeling
Come, show now, here, & noble elfin feeling;
Assuage the torment of the fevered heart;
His memory cleanse from horror's ghastly power;
Pluck out remorse's bitter, burning dart.
Four ere the pauses of the nightly hour;
Heste, now, end fill them out with friendly art!
Firet, on the cooling cushion rest each member,
Then bathe him in the dew from Lethe drawn;
Soon will the cramped and rigid freme grow limber,
When, strong through sleep, he goes to meet the dawn.
Elves, do your fairest task tonight,
Restore him to the holy light. 120

Next is given iir. Teylor's translation, which has a pleasing poet~

ical rhythm in keeping with the original poem.

When the Spring returns serener

Reining blossoms over all;

then the fields with blessing greener

On the earth-born children call;

Then the craft of elves propitious

Hastes to help where help it can:

Be he holy, be he vicious,

Pity they the luckless man,
Who round this head in airy circles hover
Yourselves in guise of noble Elves discover!
The fierce convulsions of his heart compose;
Remove the burning berbs of his remorses,
And cleanse his being from the suffered woes!
Four pauses make the Night upon her courses,
And now, delay not, let them kindly close!
First on the coolest pillow let him slumber,
Then sprinkle him with Lethe's drowsy spray!
His limbs no more shall cremps and chills encumber,
When sleep haes made him strong to meet the day.
Perform, ye Elves, your fairest rite:
Restore him to the holy light.

These examples are given in support of an earlier statement that no
two persons will be in exact agreement when transferring from one language
to another the thought, drama, emotions, sctions and meaning that mey have

been in the mind and wish of the author,

Charles Timothy Brooks, & Liberal end a Nature-lover like Goethe,

through his interest in the German language, and his association with ir.



70

Follen, and his classmates also interested in the language, eagerly read ihe
works of Germen novelists, poets and other writers. He felt the truth and

justice of the Transcendentelists in their urge that confining restrictions

be removed from the thinking and action of meankind, that through reason and

knowledge they together might work for their own betterment.

Moved by these spiritual and intellectual forces he, in his quiet
way, determined to meke known to his fellow Americans +the new thoughts and
views end discoveriesg being released through the writings of German think-
ers,

Other Unitariens saw the same values, and through translation made
valuable contributions toward furthering advancement in American letters and
culture. This created a desire, on the part of many Americans, to learn
the German languege that they might read at first~hand the writings of poets,
theologians, novelists and economists., Mr. Brooks had a share in creating
this interest.

Unite the quality of bravery which dares to declare that no men should
be held in slavery with the profession of Liberal ideas in religion, then add
to these the courage to urge men to read sbout new socisl and political views
and opinions, especially when taken from a language foreign to a great part
of the population, and you have & fairly good cross section picturé of the
part playsd by men like ir. Brooks, and all persons who dared to support
ther in their work,

In Joseph Henry Allen's little book 3equel to Jur Liberal lovement,

he mentions an associetion of men called "Hook and Ladder', "an association
of something less than twenty, which included such nawes as Dr. Hedge, Starr
King, Willieme B, Greene, Charles T. Brooks, John idare, Charles H. Brighen,
Thomas T. Stone, Dexter Clapp, George . Briggs, Nethaniel Hall, John Ker-

n 121 Surely,

rick, and (I think) David A Wasson, of whom only three remein.
a company of minds such as this exchanged information about literature,

writers, books and all menner of information relating to human thought and
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beheviour, religion, philosophy, and everyday probleus,

ilr. Brooks was & voluminous writer, as attested by the files of
daily and weekly newspapers, magezines and religious journals in the Salem
Institute, the Unitarian Historical Library of the Americen Uniterian Asso-
ciation, Kirsten Library in Boston, Boston City Library, newspaper files,
and private libraries, Mr. Brooks's was not an inconsiderable contribution
to the intellectual and spirituel growth of the New Country, What were
some of the sources he opened through his ebility es translator? The 1list
is long, but some shall be newed thet we mey have before us a visual record
of the constant application to the work he loved,, done in addition to his

Church services and parochial duties.

Author Work Year Published
Friederich Schiller William Tell 1837
Friederich Schiller Homage of the Arts 1846
Several Authors German Lyrics 1853
J. W. von Goethe Faust - Part First 1856
Jean Paul F. Richter Titan 1862
Kor tum The Jobsiad - First Part 1863
Leopold Schefer Layman's Breviary 1867
M. Busch ¥ax and hkaurice 1871
. Busch The Tall Student 1873
Leopold Schefer World Priest 1873
Berthold Auerbach Aloys 1877
Berthold Auerbach Poet and lferchant ’ 1877
Berthold Auerbach The Convicts 1877
Berthold Auerbeach Lorley and HReinhard 1877
Friederich Ruckert The Wisdom of the Brahmin 1882
Jean Peaul F. Richter Tne Invisible Lodge 1883

The quality of his articles and reyiews mey be judged from such

titles as Germen Hymns published in volume LXIX, p. 234, The Christian Ex-

aminer, and German Hymnology on p. 402, in the same volume. The konthly

Magazine, August, 1850 printed two of his erticles Reflections on Zwingle's

Death , and Zwingle and Luther.

.r. Brooks translated prose and poetry from languages other than
German, such as French, Greek, and Italian. The list of his sermon topics,
original poems, articles, studies in history, traslations, and general writ-

ing would meke a fair sized volume, in which should be included his unpub-

lished works in manuscript form.



CHAPTER X
Obituaries and lMemorials

This excerpt from a book review taken from e newspaper clipping,
undated and unnamed, found in the files of The Historical Library of the
Americen Uniterian Association in Boston, seems a fitting opening for this
chapter.

"The gentleman of subtle and graceful mind who wrote pretty poems in
this volume, and who translated so meny of the master-pieces of German poetry
with so much conscience and literary facility; the gentleman so well known as
the saintly and faithful pastor of the Unitarian Church in Newport, is with
unconscious inadvertency left out of the memoir section of this book. jr.,

Brooks was one of the few men of his generation of Americans -- a generation

of commercial success and commonplace -— who always lefi a distinct imege upon

the minds of those who had once seen him. Trnis image was not only a casual

w 122

impression, but an abidinz memory.

(The underlining is mine.)

From the heart and pen of his lifetime friend, and classmete, the
Rev, Cyrus A. Bartol, cawme this memorial tribute to Iir. BErooks.

"The Church of which this men was long a pgstor, end the town of New-
port he lived and wee loved in, contenplated celebrating his seventieth anni-
verseary. But heaven coveted the occasion, and God has appointed a greater
then any earthly nativity. Surely a spirit so lofty and pure must be born
again out of the mortal body, unto what finer than fleshly form, who shall
say?v He follows, into the, to us, unseen clearing of the forest of mystery
beyond the grave, Dorr, Osgood, Bellows, and others of my own college and
Divinity~School Class,

Among us whom he leaves behind has breathed no more spotless and in-
genuous soul. Childhood wes in him perfected into manhood by natural growth.
He was congenitally and constitutionally incapable of eught gross or insin-

cere., I heve never known a verson who surpassed the impress of high honor

712
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were nany distinguished persons, prominent among them George Bancroft, Fren-
cis Brinley, W. J. Weld, George . i{ales, George H., Celvert, A. J. vesver,
devercrd Lr. Thayer, fo? many years pastor of the Congrezational Church in
Newport, Zdmund Tweedy, ex—Gov, vean Zandt, George &, Waring, George B. Ban-
croft, and others."

The next three paragraphs were taken grom Dr, Frederic H, Hedge's
spoken memorial,

"A men sbsolutely without guile, utterly unworldly -- 'a babeof
Paradise' amid the scenes of this world. He, if any one, could say

"My mind to me a kingdom is,

Such perfect joy therein I find

As fer exceeds all earthly bliss
That God or Nature hath assigned,”

"ile may not rank high as a poet; but I have never known e more tho-
roughly poetic nature, never one who had more melody in his heart, His in-
ner life, so far as it could be interpreted by outwerd signs, was a daily
song, a perpetual carcl of gratitude and trust and hope; and his written
poetry beers that stauwp of genuineness which only the poetic soul can give.
Witness the verses in commemoration of Ghanning, written for the dedication
of this iiemorial Church, so replete with feeling, so charged with the inspira-
tion of their theme."

"It is not my purpose, nor is this the time to speask of the literary
merits of our friend, of the arduous labors end manifola and precious service
of his pen. Learer than these to all who knew him is the beauty of his har-
acter, the charm of his converse, his childlike simplicity, sweetness and
truth, I count him one‘of the fairest products of our liberal feith, and can
never think of him without recalling that pregnent word which expresses the
characteristic beatitude of his life: 'Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God." 125

"Of the rare qualities of heart and head," said the Rev. John 3.

Dwight, a classmate of lr. Brooks, %the faithful discipline of will, the deli-
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cate gifts of thought and speech which gave him such an influence for good
as preacher and pastor, and of the literary work which he performed with the
childlike alacrity that turns labor into play, it is for others to speak.
Let me only allude to that geniel, playful, elastic side of his happily bal-
anced nature, in which his earnest spirit found such ready recrestion, and
which did much both in college and in the graver years to endear him to his
classnates. In all our annual reunions we could rely on him to come full of
reminiscences; for his memory was fresh and keen of every individual, though
snatched from earth scores of years ago.'

"He has gone to his rest! But his spirit is still with us. lay we,
while there are days left, be worthy of the gift. . o .“126

The Rev. Samuel Longfellow pemnned his tribute in these words "May I
venture to sey that the very name of our friend calls up such lovely visions
of tranquil movement of calm waters through sunny meadows and under shedy wood-
land coverts, such refreshment of cool waves, such rippling as of gentle
laughter, or low murmured sound of prayer. Nothing stormy, nothing tempest-
uous, but calm and even flow in gentle bounds. His very work in letters so
much of it was but the reflection in the still stream of & kindred mind and
heart of thoughts end fancies end feelings, inverted in translation as the
mirrored picture in the streamlet gives back the bending grasses and the sum-

mer flowers and the crimsoned bough of autumn," 127

This brief, but eloquent summation of the worth and quality of his
friend, was written by the Rev. James Freemen Clarke, June 15, 1883.

"In years he was one of the fathers of our Church, but in temper and
spirit one of its little children, If those who become as little children
are best fitted for the kingdom of heaven, then he who kept that divine Child-
hood of the heert end lived in thet kingdom here, must have felt little
change in going into the kingdom beyond," 128

Words are but an indication of the depth of effection felt for Mr.

Brooks. iHere we have abstracts from the heart's out~pouring as revealed in
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the words of Dr. Charles . iiendte,

%I cannot spesk to you adequately, my friends, of my own sense of
loss at parting with my elder brother, I may almost say my spiritual father.
I knew him from childhood and loved him deeply. He is interwoven, a sweet
and gracious figure, with my earlier years., Possibly my attachment to him
mey have been deepened by our common interest in that German language and
literature which wes mine by inheritence, through birth and blood, and which
he had acquired by earnest and devoted study. We loved to converse to-
gether concerning the great names and mgster-pieces of that tongue of which
he was the exponent to so many in this country,”

"It was especially the foreigner, the lonely exile in a strange land,
the political refugee, with his shattered hopes and bitter memories, the dis-
tressed scholar, who found in the New iorld that his learning and culture,
gained in the first schools of EZurope, were almost worthless to him here for
bread winning, -- it wys these who found in Mr. Brooks a ready comforter and
wise counselor and brave helper."

"You are witnesses before God how instant he was in your service and
how devoted. Summoned away to larger posts of duty, where richer emoluments

and great honors might have been his, he preferred to remain with you, con-
tent to f£ill a humble place, so God were glorified. And you who came here
from summer to summer for refreshment and strength will also beer witness to
his unremitted, faithful, and consecrated service."

"As we lay thee away today, we will remember what thy favorite author
Jean Paul, said of the grave, "It seems to us deep, yet it is only the foot~
print of the engel that leads the soul to the mansions of the eternal life." 125

A Schoolmate, so the letter wes signed in the "Pro and Con" column
of The Christian Register, sent in this memory garland, U7 doubt if the trait
so lovingly named by lir., Wendte es & prominent virtue of his (Brooks's) life

hgelf-deniel”, "living for others rather than himself" was ever wmore beau-

tifully shown than in this willingness as a schoolboy to help others who were
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less advanced then himself, under importunities that at times must have tried
150
fn

his patience and good-nature, This refers to Salem Graumar School days
when school mates would gather esround Brooks's desk asking for help in scn-
ning end transleting Letin assignments.

On Sundey, July 4, 1848, I made my gcquaintance with Chenning Memo-
rial Church, as I was to preach for their minister who had to be absent from
his pulpit. I made the pilgrimage of homage looking at the windows and the
tablets on the wall. The greater part of the time, however, wes spent be-
fore & bronze portrait head and bust, in high relief, of Mr. Brooks, In
serenity he looked out over the auditorium es though he were pronouncing
blessing and benediction. The portrait is affixed to & slab of black marble,
It was designed by Augustus St. Gaudens. The contributions, which made it
possible to place the memorial in the Church, came from rich and poor of all
faithe and all classes in American and foreign countries. The sjmplicity
of the inscription symbolizes the men whose heert and soul spoke all langu-
ages of the world through understending kindness, and devotion to the heal-
ing and soothing power of spiritual things,

IN SACRED MsMORY
Of The
FIRST AlD BELOVED HMINISTER OF THIS SOCIETY
CHARLES TInOTHY BROOKS

Born in Salem, June 20, 1813
Died in Newport, June 14, 1883

HIS PASTCRATE EXTENDED OVER THIRTY-SEVEN YEARS

A persuasive preacher, and eminent as a scholar
and Poet, he was still more distinguished for the
simplicity end purity of his character, his child-
like feith in God, and never-failing charity towards
his fellow-men,



CONCLUSION

The Transcendentalism released through the surging restlessness of
gocial, economic, and political changes, and the new intellectual approach
in the evaluation of scientific and religious concepts in the eighteenth
century, furnished the vehicle by which Charles Timothy Brooks brought his
abilities into action.

Through interest in literature, imesginetion end mysticism he found
mental-spirituel companionship with Goéthe, especially in "Faust", in Leo-
pold Schefer's "The Leymen's Breviary, as stated in the Preface to the trans-
lation published in 1867; "These blooming pictures of Nature, praising the
love, goodness, wisdom of the Creator end his work, from in truth a poetical
book of devotion for the Laymen whom dogma does not satisfy, -- a Breviary
for man." Friederich Ruckert's "The Wisdom of the Brahmin®" also fits into
this paragraph. The author, through his interpretation, gives the content
and beauty of Oriental religions and the mysteries of the faith which can
transfer man's thought from earthly joys +to spiritual happiness.

His sense of humor and asppreciation of the irony in the involved
writings of Jean Paul created a bond which held him in close comnection with
that author's social outlook.

It wae in the nature, heert and mind of Ir, Brooks to bring to men
comfort, hope, and & new outlook upon the problems confronting them. His
was the art of spiritual healing. He could not be untrue to his inherit-
ance, hence his loyalty to all who wrote and worked through the medium of the
kindly word, and the understending mind.

His ayocation of clipping humorous pictures from German magezines,
and setting verses thereto was a practical application of the Carpenter's
suggestion that children be mede partners and companions in living. It
brought laughter end heppiness to them,

His health prevented him from enlarging upon an already large volume

78
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of creative work., His failing eyesight prevented us from having e wider
knowledge of German litereture, through translation, of works treating with
social problems of his day.

Supporting his gentleness was & simple courage that sustained him
in difficult and trying situetions. Surely it required wisdom and courage
to preach brotherhood of man in a community where some men geined luxury,
and access to culture, through treding in human beings; & community where
such commerce was recognized as legitimete and legsal,

tis last translation was Jean Paul's "The Invisible Lodge". Of this
work Dr. Wendte said "a dreamy extrayegenze in which he has imbedded a wealth
of quaint and abstruse fancy." 151
The greatness of this minister-scholar's soul is well described in
these lines from "The Laymen's Breviary", his own translation:
The pious mind implies not slavery,
Neither to wear nor yet impose a yoke.
The pious men alone is free and strong;
The free men is the good men and the saint,
He wills that each should be as free as he;
Charles Timothy Brooks, the first minister of Channing Church in

Newport, Rhode Island, end the first to trenslate Goethe's "Faust" into the

"exact and ever-changing metre of the original" was a free man.
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