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Introduction.

Everywhere today thers is arising the cry that the Church
is losing its hold on the world. We are told that as an in-
stitution it is now turning all of 1ta energies to preservmg
its life rather than to furthering the ends which it was brought
forth to serve ahd that, in as much as it is no longer minister-
ing to the needs which called it into being, it has no further
claim upon sociéty. When an institution becomes an end in
itself and loses sight of its function of Servieg, ‘or becomes
through any cause of sat1sfy1ng the demanda t}mt aoclety makes
upon it the time has come when that 1nst1tut10n mpi be relegatn- ¥
ed to the scrap—heap. This, say the clamorous vowes from
many quarters, is now the place for the Church, It muat give
- up its position and take its piace along withthe other worn- ‘
out institutions as a relic of tha past., Its usefulneaa has
come to an end and it must cease to encmnher society, | S

Along with this cry that the Ghurch has now become a deadv
weight on the life of aoc:ety, that it has become a hmdﬁranca -
%o the progress and growth of human life, there arises a cry
that is even more terrlble and fox?podhhng From many quarters
we hear it shouted that rehg:lon, the very thing for which tho
Ghurch has stood, that elemnt in human life which has given
to the organization which represented its interests a poai-
~tion in the world which has enabled it to wield a mighty in-
fluence and to become one of the dlrectmg forees in the 1ife
of mqciety, this element is not after all & reahty but a fig=
ment of men's brains, a refined superstition, and as such it
is destimed t:o pla.y an incr&asmgly inferior part in the life
- of mankind until it has been entirely outgrown and has vmm :




2.
from the face of th#s earth. Religion, we are told, and a re-
ligious interpretation of life are fast giving away before a
materialistic philosophy and outloo#m life. Religion and the
institution that represents it are doomed to death.

. If these cr;;(s were but the ineffectual babblings of the
discontented spirits who are ever ready to look upon the
darkest side and read their own pessimism into the world
~ upon which they look we might afford to disregard them, But
such is not the case. The criticism of the Church is by no
means confined to & limited mumber of unduly harsh judges.
It has permeated the whole of society to a r'emarkablé extent
and has become ingrained in the life of some of the classes.
Not only are those who stand on the outside and offer their
criticiem, severe in their condermation of the Church but
also those who are within its walls,- those whose every inter-
est is bound up .ltrith‘that of the Church, are relentless in
disclosing the weakness of the institution. In _‘ehe same
_ way the stetement that religion itself is losing its hold on
people does not come/Trom (nly) such as have themselves given

it'up as superstition, but also from thess who have. supreme

faith in its vs.lue and the necesszty of it in the life of man
but who are discc souraged by the present outlook. Then‘ a.nx:im.y
is not without some foundation. The student of the sul
is surprised to find the exfent to which the mt«eriali_,,_ 3
the times has permeated the inner lives of the people, sml is _
astonished to see the hold that a materialistic view of hfe

baged on a reading of pupular sclence ha.s gamsd even upon
the people of the working classes. l&ost of the discourag

;u-; n‘b

in this dzreotlon, however, arises from a confused notie:i of
the nature ei religion.- Both theae who are lamenting t.he ~




decline of rehgmn and those who are proclaming thamselves ;,

nonéreligious make the mistake of identlfylng religion with g
the tradlthnal teachings of.the Bhurch, ‘that is,with creed
and dogma. We now see that religion is mich broader than

this a.nd in some circles we are even begn;mg to recognize
that it is not 1ncompat.ible with a scwn’uﬁc interpretation
of the universe which many would pronounce atheistic. It is
one of the tasks of the modern thinker to become clear in
his own mind on this dmtmction between religon and dogpe.
and to help the rest of the world see that & man is twt. |
necessarlly 1rralig10us because he ean not Bubacmbe to & par-
ticular 1ntellectua1 formulat-lon of religion,
| In Germany this phllosophlcal matenal:zsm haa ms.de the
| headway more rapldly than elsewhere ’ and from there comes t.he L
report t.hat the Church has lost all hold on the people. The
men of that country say that the Church is for the women and.
| ch11dren and ’ohey thomselves take pmctmally no part in its
;].ife. Condltions have come to the peint where the educat.edk
n who goes to England is surprmad ta find that so many

le vgo‘ to church, and when we conmder the way in which ’che 5
g of ;i;;,“j;jand. have fallen away from the Church we are

‘;_,_’Lzsedvy t If;ghaa.r from Germanythat Socialism has a firmer -

hlled on t.he people than the churches have, Conslderin&‘ g

R qﬁestion of chnrch attendzmce Mr. R oJe Campbell speaka at; |
follows

Ve are tods confron’eed the startli% fact that
m a.ctw& ly ever¥ Ert of Christendom the over-
gorz y of the population is alienated
istianity as represented by the churches,
n our own comtry nearly seventy«Tive par cent, of
opula on remqins rmaneﬂ a{ out cf ouch ‘with
or ized religion. roadly 5 it is true
tha onl{ a 500‘&%:1 of th e class ever attend
work era, as a body,absent them-
dyen- the professioml and upper classes de the
ey ‘Dfn ﬂO very lcng a.go, ‘attendance at church -
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was held to be a 80018.1 necessity, a sort of hall-
mark of respectability; it 1s not so now, A pro-
fessional or business man can be just as sure of
success without church-g‘mng as w:Lth it; nok sti
attaches to absention. e artisan class not o
remains aloof from, but even dontemptuous of,churches
and preachers; no a ever produces so mich as
a ripple on the surface -of their indifference,
France and Italy are likewise described as presentmg discour=-
aging conditions. Though not as bad as Germany they are worse
off than England. The rest of the continent tells a similar
tale of alienation of the people from the Church. In many
cases the people are nominally members of the Catholic ‘church,
but attend only enough to escape excommunication.

To ascertain the conditioms in our own country we have
but to look around us. A surprisingly small portion of our
population goes to church, and a large portion of those who do
go are woefully indifferent, They seem to go more from a
matter of habit, or a sense of duty than from any feeling of a
benefit to be derived from it. Statistics on the subject of
Church attendance in our country iare not easily obtained, but
enpugh material can be had to substantiate the statement that
'khe Church has lost its hold on the people. Dr. Washington
led aays—-that "the proportion of wage workers in our Church-
es is dimi ngz , and Rabbi Hirsch comes out with the
~ stronger sta*bemen’c that “the masses hawe been eliminatad -
- the . ches. - From Dr, Thomas comes the following ; "Sauahow

the Churches have lost their held upoén the confidenee,sympa-;

thies, and almost: the respect of ‘the laboring peeple. I ask,ed}

a leader of a union of thres hundred members -*hot‘i:é.ny’ attended
Chhrch._'.Practically nope' he said. 'A few women may go, but “
not a dozen men a year.'® In & book published in 1905 ( The |
Ghurch and the Soclal Probiem, by S. Plantz,) the followmg is q
- given: i " '
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The best statistics show that there are in the
United States fifteen million mem between sixteen
and thirty-five years, and of these, six million
are more Or less in touch with_the Ghurc and
nine million are almosgt vntarel out of touch with
it, Protestant or Roman a.thohc and that the
vast majority {1 of the nine million are worki n,=---
It is sa1d that in New York, out of a population of
over three million, only about two hundred and f1fty
thousand go to Church on Sunday,----Mr, Bok, of the
Ladies Home Journal, eonducted an investigafion in
sixty cities of the'United States concernming the
Church attendance of y oungb en, and published his
results as follows:"Only about twenty two out of
eyery hundred youn% men, taken at rwdcm in the
‘cities_of the couniry, attend church on Sunday."
As an indication of how little the Churfh is reache
the laboring men take} the following: "In New
Y , Whide two hundred thousand g gle mostly
1aborers, moved in below Fourteen treet seventeen
Protestant Churches moved out," bgcauge tﬁe could
not sustain their congre@tlona. In all our c1tles
- many of our Churches are selling out and moving to
the suburbs for they can not maintain their audi-
ences; and et the population of the down-town dis-
tricts has never been so dense a8 to-day.

The Catholic Church fares as badly as does the Protestant, The
large numbers of this Church are maintained by the constant ine-
flow of immigrants a large per cent, of whom leave the Church.
as soon as they have become Amencamzed Statlstms show that
jmf.g‘re than half of the memberamp of the Catholic Church in
, ﬂﬁs country is transitéry, that is, they come in from abroad

" and remain for a few years in the church and then pass on and
“ ¥’ are i’illed by more recent arrivals. Prof. Robert
Mark Wenley makes the statement that ninety per cent. of tm
Yhildren of Catholic imigrmts leave the Catholic Churdh,
And when these great hosts of immigrants do leave their own.
Church , with but few exceptions it is not te find . place in
some other, They gax to join the ranks of tha,.m-chu:ehed. |

City and country alike are affected, Sometlmes we are apt

to lay the blame for the lack of interest in the Church to the

~attractions of City hte. It is true that there is-a very def-
n tuhe ccnditzons which are responsibla

s

their pl




for the life of our great cities, and the lukewarm attitude.
towards the Church, but that the trouble goes deeper than the
mere fact that people are living together in great cities

where the many activities takes theke attention away from the
Church becomes apparent when the report reaches us from a
little country town of eight-hundred inhabitants that the
Methodist Church never has a cohgfegation of more than four i
on Sunday evenings, and that the other Ohurché‘e fare but
little better., The Catholic Church in this particular town has
gone to its grave and the building has been converted into a
dwelling house. In the morningd the attendance is somewhat
bett.ér but even then the combined congresptions of the four
Churches would not fill any one of the Churches. In this

same town but twenty years ago all of the _'churéhes were crowds=
ed both morning and evening, The attention that all denominaé~
tions are giving to the problem of the rural church is an |
indication of the extent to which these churches have felt

the effect of failing interest and active support-

. These are the conditions that have called forth the

,,ésen’o criticiam of the Church. Here we are brought face to
,\fa,ce !1‘@1 :facta which we can not ignore; face to face with a
mbuatien which calls for a great heart searching on the
part of the Church and demands that every loyal son, every-
one who has oonf:dence in the vital part which. the LChurch and
religion have played in the life of mankind, and fax’ch in the
' possibilities that still inhere in it for uplifting mankmd,
must give his most careful congideration and all of his ener-
gies with a view to meeting the demands of the situation in
such a way that ek society shall not be allowed to deprive
herself of the liftin_g'fdre@ea, which we know to reside inm ‘
. religion,and in religion as the Church is capahle of ministe
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ing it, It is a situation that calls for & free and open miAnd,
one that is ready to face facts as they really exist and to
work in accordance with those facts, It requires men who are
capable of analysing the trouble, of getting at the heart of
the trouble,~seers who can look bdyond the present and see
with clearness the things that ought to be; then it requires
men of courage who will have the boldness and the strength to
refashion the Church so that it can be made to meet the de-
mands of the times,- dosrs who shall have the might to bring
into reality the visions of the seers,

When existing conditions force themselves upop our atten-
tion we naturally seck an explanation of the facts that are
presented to us. What is responsible for the chamging attitude
of the world towards the Church? Why is it losing its hold
‘upon people? We turn with these queries to those critics who
brought the facts to our notice and ask them for an explanation
of the state of affairs, The answers that they give vary in

. with ,
.z accordance iimk the place that the critic holds in the life

of society . These seem to resolve themselves into two classes.

First there are those who criticize the Church from the stand-
".'ifffi"‘"i?il‘godem.learning. Thyy tell us that the C};tiliﬁh is
trying tqi':";o_ffe‘r men & religion which is out of ssynrpo.'t,gii and
even antagonistic to,the best intellectual life of the times,
and that naturally enoxigh‘ when men find that they cannot re-
late the teachings of the Church with those of science and ex-
perience as they know it in their own lives,they can not be. |
expected to have much use for the Ghurch., This class of critice
ingist that the Church must purge its intellectusl life of |
the dross that has collected about it in the course of the ”
:agea, and must offer to men a religion that isf‘prbgresaive, and . 3‘
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abreast of the times in its intellectual content, and its |
interpretation of the religious experience. Then, they assure u
us, our churches will oncem more be thronged and the influence
of religion on the life of the world attain the point which it
really deserves, Their criticism is valid and their sugges-
tion worthy of atdention, but evidently it doss not get at the
root of the matter for we find that the liberal Churches which
do embody in their teachings a religion clarified by the re-
sults of modern science ampmethod are not thronged any more
‘than are the orthodox Churches, nay more, they do not seem to
be as successful as the orthodox c&urches in reéching the
mass of the peopls. The view of these critics is one-sided
and must be supplemented by that of the second class, which
is much larger in numbers and influence than thé{” first. This
class of éritics says that the condition of the Church to-day
is the direct result of 'the socidl status of the times , and
of the attitude which the Church has taken in regard to this
social situation. It is with this second criticism and this
‘second class of critics that this paper has primaraXly to deal. |
"??first criticism will concern us only as it is related to
| th‘er second, Upon having gone over the field the writer finds
~ himself" gi‘ ing more weight to the objections raised by these
er1t1cs } ;ﬁ)proach the matter from the social standpoint
than he would previously have accorded them. Also many of
their suggestions as to the line upon which the Church must
proceed if it is to cope successfully with the situation,seem
more necessary as the issue becomes more clearly defined,

We turn, then, to a consideration of the situation that has
convinced these critics that the failure of the Church is due 4o
the present socifd conditions and the Churches relation to
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To-day the great miner's strike is demanding the atten-
tion of the world. The interest that it arouses and the dis-
cussion that centers about it are typical of our times, Social
and economic probiems hold the center of the stage. From the
millionaire to the cobbler in his little shop talking with his
*Comrades” we think in social ’t.ex:ms, and talk hours, wages,
stocks, and strikeé. We look upon life from a standpoint that
is entirely different from that of a generation ago. Observe
the change that has taken place within the lasg few years in
the character of the short stories in our magazines. The
popular fiction hero and the conventional heroine have been
driven out almost entirely by the entrance of the character
who presents a social problem, Study the productions in the
field of art, examine the plays that are calling forth conment
and we find that &ll of these are saturated with a newly |
awakened social consciousness. - 80 rapidly has this new spirit

- taken hold of our thought that already we find some men
aoffetjng an economic interpretation of hlstory They would

halas rewrite the history of the human race and find the
i'axplamtien for all of its varied life in the flow of eaeonomic ’
emdztions.n What is responsible for this sudden awakening

of the social spirit of man? What has given it an immediate
and far-reaching hold ‘on the consciousness of our times?

Any good account of the rapid industrial adveiice of the
" past few years wili give us an ‘answer to our questions. The
unprecedehted economic development has scted as a search-light

bringmg into rel1ef conditions that hbd hithebto escaped at-
tention, It has acmntutted dlffaremea, brought out eontras’os,
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~and forced our attention to center on these points. The
picture that it has revealed is far from satisfying, and has
brought many of us to our feet with a startled cry.

We see before us a world rich beyond all computation. The
astonishing thoroughness with which man has, in a few short
years, conquered the powers of nature has put within his
hands means which have enabled him to produce wealth more
| | rapidiy than at any other period of the world's history. En-
nu'merable new fields and sources of supply' have been opened
._up to him, ard he is busy ever);here turning the wealth of the
‘ lmda to his wwn use. And yet, in a world that 13 richer than
mer before we find that the great mass of ma.nkmd is still
.suffering in swant. Poverty instead of being on the que, is
becoming more prevalent than before. We frequently hear it
stated that the ricﬁ. are getting richer and the poor géti;ing
poorer. While it may not be true that the poor are actuallym
getting poorer it certainly is true that they are relatively
pOQref ndw’ than ever before. In proportién to the total ot ths
warldh wealth they have less to-day than ever befors, New
York is considered to be the richest city in the world, and
yot eight:out of ten who die within the limits of that city
have to ‘%e«blr)(ied at public expense in the potter's field.
This unequal distribution of weal'th is the most s’r.riking,fea-‘

ture of the situation. To give some idea of the unequal way
in which the wealth of our own country is distributed I give
here the results of an investigation made by Mr. G.K. Holmes.

Ninetj-one percent of the 12, 690 1582 fa.mlhe of the ? |
~country,no more than 29 per cent of the weal gh ("“’
nine e? tent of the families own’ a’otmt 71 per cent.

of the wealth, We are now p o charact
the: eoncantrahon of wealth ﬁ the Umtad gatgtggize

by stating that 20 per cent of it is owned by 300
0T 1 per cent of the famjlies; 51 per cent by 9 :
.per cent of the famihesz net includmg mlllongires)‘%»




11.

and 29 Ber cent by 91 per cent of the families,
About 20 per cent is owned by the poorer families
that own Tarms and homes without incumbKrancse,

and these are 28 per cent of all the fanulles

Only mne per cen 1s owned tenant familles* il

ar.hemesg As little ws five per cent, of the natiors

wealth is owned by 52 per cent of the famjlies,

that by _tenants alone. Finally,4,047 millione=

aires} famlhes 7possess a out. seven {enths as much

as doqll 593,887 families. has been said

J%y Goula ma&e during twenty-flve ears and average
000 & {ear, or 000 dollars a day;

that fﬂr Rockefeller has ma&e an average of over

5,000 a day for every working day since he bagan
%smessafo%yhu?xself 1Pya.nd hanng ycgrge 1ee bdg

accumulated a fortune such that when he retzred it

brought him a daily income of over ,000,
These figures give an idea of the way that the wealth is
distributed but they cém give no condeption of the results
of such & condition. Only he who Las has been brought face to
face with the suffering of the poor, who has seen them fade
away and die, or live a life that is worse than death and
then has had occasion to contrast that life with the luxury
of the rich to whom additional millions can bring no more
satisfactions, exbept that of knowing that some one else
is deprived of those millions, only he who has seen this con-
’trast can realize what the figures mean in terms of human
va.lue. With a develppment of a means of distribution which
; 7embraces the whole world and ought to be most effective in
seeurlng just distribution we have such events as the follow-
ing tafk_;:ng.ﬁplace. There is a terrible famine in India; the
suf;feri»ngiis inconceivable, One of the religiousi\soci_et’ies,
the Brahmo Somaj, has with great effort collected a few
hundred dollars with which to work in re-lieviné; the suffering.
Two of their members undertake as \th,ei‘r work the feeding; of
between two and three huniéired babies whose mothers can ﬁo
| longer give them the breast besause lack of nutrition has
utterly dried up their milk, In such déspzra.te states are
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these poor women that the men, as they feed the babies, wh%e

bodies have wasted away from hunger till they seem but skin
and bone, have to observe the greatest care lest the mothers
steal the small portion of milk and sugar allot:fed to each
child;-steal from their own starviﬁg children to satisfy the
cravings which have driven them beyond the point where human
impulses and human love, mother love, have any influence over
them., Hunger has fdiven them below t.hé level of the beasts
of the field.. And at the same time that these starving
mothers ane trying to rob t.heif starving children, great
ships laden with grain are steaming away from India bound for
England, for thé 'English have money and can payvfor the grain.
The poor of India have not, so they must starve,

This unequal distribut’idn of wealth, ot rather the sys-
tem which is responsible for it, has resulted in another fea=
ture which is equally characteristic of our present social
conditions., As never before there yawns an ever widening
chamm between the classes of society. The distinction between
the laboring class and the employing claés’haé»grown to be
~ very definite, In the past relations between employei* and
*-:1aborer were often of the most intimate kind, and passage
~from the ranks of the one to the other by no meams uncommon,
Frequent}.y the laborer rose to the position of employer. To-
day ‘this is almost impossible and seldom oceurs. The two
classes live in different worlds. Sometimes we hear of a
sociologist plunging into the "under-world of the working-man "
to emerge later and write a book on the conditions which exist
there, and as we read we marvel at what is revealed to us as
though the writer had made a trip to the planet Mars and were
portraying to us the marvels of life which he found there,
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Or, on the other hand, sam76ne takes a place as a servant in
the house of an extremely rich family for the purpose of learn-
ing the kind of life that they have, and we are as much aston-
ished at what is revealed to us at this end of the scale as at
what we learned at the other end, , ,

But besides the fact that there is such a wide breach
between the two classes that one i_s practically unknown to
the other there is also a distinct antagonism between the two.
The rich employer looks down upon the laboring man in his mills
as an inferior being much as the Bralmin of India looks upon
the outcaste; and in the heart of the laboring man thers is &
spark which needs but little fanning to be kindled into a #
flame of hate against the employer. Arnold Toynbee speaks of
the gulf that has grown between the classes as follows:

Ag the result of these changes(separgting the em-
gfitoyer from the laborer) the workingman, divided from
8 emploggr, and regeiving from him no benefits,
regarded him from & distance with hatred and sus- ‘
icion as a member of a dominant class. The employer
ivided from his workman and conferrizﬁ on him no
benefit, looked upon him uneasily as &he member of a
subject class, claiming a dangsrous independence.

The f betwsen the two classes seemed,,and to many
still seems, impassable, |

.. Indeed it is a wonder’ that the lafent flame of hatred in the
% nrbr@ast of the workingman does not break forth into a destruct-

ive fire much more frequently than it does. When we think of
the ranklnjustlce of the system that presses him down under

bher ¥4
i

spchgi;f‘é,;

patience and are glad to sec him rise in the strength of his
~manhood to make it kpjown that he sees the injustice of the
system and is determined to bring about a change. When a
legislature cuts two hours from the working day in order to
help the laborer and then the employers cut the wages in pro-
portion ag the time has been cut and make what was intended as
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& benefit to the laborers,work them a harm we can not wonder
that they strike, but only admire the orderly way in which they
conduct their protest. A study of the strikes in our own
country for the past thirty years will show the extent to
which this conflict betwsen labor and capital has been carried.
Prof., Gilman, in his"Methods of Indust#ial Peace", gives tables
and figures on the strikes between 1881 and 1900, The results
of his investigations.are summed up in the foldowing words,
In these twenty years, as the tables sh strikes
in the United Btates numbered 22,795, a.ffectl
117,509 establishments, and t.hrmng dut of wor
165 694 employees?zsﬁrlkes g.sting one day or less
tfxan one were not reported the same period

there were 1,005 lcckouts affecting 9,933 establish-
ments, and throwing out oi‘ work 504, 50'7 Bupl oy ees.

...The total loss to employses from s’c.nke
256 s Bre) §142 659,104

lockouts was 3; to employers,
rognérnmbetg ‘g %838088 bgﬁlhlga ngeg‘h:iglgumber
of poraons thyom out Of work in the United States .

These immense figures give some idea of the gigantic propor-
tions of the labor problem. But we must remember that when we
have told the cost of the strikes in the terms of déllars and
days labor lost we have but made a beg;i;iing on the real sig-
nificance of the problem,

Beside'sv resulting in an unprecedented increase in the
total wealth of the world mmix, in an unfair distribution of
the produc‘t and breédinga spirit of hostility betweeh ‘the
classes, . our modern industrial system has had one other effoct
which is equally striking., The newly discovered podsiblhtiea
have turned almost all of the world's energies in one direction,
Nearly everyone is concerned in advancing the industrial life. 7
All our genius has bsen turned in this direction; we have pro-
duced Rockefellers and Morgsns. All have been engaged in
getting 88 large a share as possible of the new found vreglj;h v

for their ewn use. This holds true of the laboring cla.ss




well as of the employing class, the only @#fference being that : /

till the present time the employing class has had all of the
power and could appropriate the larger share, This pursmit of
the dollar has had two marked results on the individual, In

the first place it has made him very self-centered. This is
particularly true in our own country. So great have the |
possibilities been here that each man has been almost entirely
free and independent. He could go mmat his own way and make his
living independently of the group. New fields were ever opening
up to him and as soon as he found that it was no longer profit-
able for him to remain where he was he could pack up and move
on to the next place there to make his way and no ’quegt.ions
asked, This 'freedom, this independence, has greatly éxalted
the value which we have placed on the individual and his rights,
The second effsect of this concentration of our éneréie‘s in one
line has been to make the individual very materialistic in

 his point of view, The manager of a great industrial plant
which is wearing out men in a few short years and then replacing
them by a new supply réally does not see iimk those men whose
lives his plant is consuming,as fathers and husbands upon whom
a home is dependent. Rather he sees them merely as a part of
the plant which is turning out his product. They are but a part
of hia ‘machinery. He replaces a man who is worn out in much
the same way that he puts in a new bolt in the place of one that
is showing signs of wear, The system, the- spirit of the

age,is really more responsible f‘or/ this point of view than the
individual. He can not see apart from the view that his po-
sition has ferqed upon him, He is complying with the norms ofv
his society and does not realize that he is comnit.ting a moral
wrong in taking the stand that he does. One of the most crying
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needs of our time is for a revised standard of public morais.
We have not realized that these social and industrial problems
are in reality moral problems on a large scale, and that the
same principles must be applied to them as are applied gm the
life of the individual, As Rauschenbusch points out; "0f all
moral questions none are so pressing to-day as the questions
of public morality. On none is there greater confusion of
thought, less fixity of conviction, and greater need of clear

thought and wise teaching.® The employers are not necessarally
| immoral because they permit practices that seem so snhuman.
Thyy have not been made to realize the moral aspect of it.
The same materialistic point of visw has won the other end of
the social scale, The laboring man like his employer is jmbued
with the idea of getting as ddrge a share as possible of the
wealth that he sess about him,- only with him it 'is largely a.
matter of getting énough to make a living. The result is that
he works as hard as he is capable of working, and sends his
¢hildren or his wife, or both to work to add to what he can
earn, Often he does this from the neeessity of using all of
his_ resources ip order to egrn enough to meet the needs of his
family; but frequently it-is a part of the mad materialism of
| the age. He is sacrificing the youth of his children and the
health of his wife in order hhat they may bring in a few mofe
doila.rs.‘,:.% :

The result of this system with its attending materialism,
when read in the éerms of human value,is frightful to contemp
plate. How frequently we have been told, and in what stirring
langugge,that in developing the natural resources of the countsy
we have been most wasteful«qf our greatest resource,- human

life. We have placed goods above men. To turn out cheap cotton
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we have blighted the lives of thousands of little childreri,
habe doomed them to an early old age, and have roBibed them

of all the joy of life., Mine owners,in order that they might

operate their mines a litile more cheaply and save a few more

dollars to f atten their purses have even sent little girls,

under fourt:aén years of age, down into the depths of the mines

there to spend their waking hours away from the light and

fresh air. Think of the result of such an outrage upon the

lives of those girls, Think how their health is impaired,

think of the kind of mothers they will make, of the kind of

children that they will produce. This is theX dark side of

the ‘picture. Thers is, however, one that is somewhat brighter.

We hear less of this side than we do of the other, -
*Every great movement that profoundly stirs men, unlocks

the depths of their religidus nature, just as the great ex-

periences in our personal life make the individual susceptible

to religious emotion. When the chaotic mass of humanity stirs

to the throb of a new creative day, it always feels the spirit

of God hovering over it, The large hope which then beckons men,

- the ideal of justice and hmnanity which inspires t.hem; the

devotion and self sacrifice to the cause which they 4exhib‘it.«)§&

' 't h religious.”(Rauschenbusch) Already in the

chaotic surgings of the life forces which have resulted in-

these unbearable conditions men are becoming conscious that

~there is a spirit at work, toiling with great agony of amizit

té[bi’,'ing» order and beauty out of the frightful tangle, Alresady

the spirit of God is making itself felt, and those whose souls

are awake to the workings of this spirit’ are finding more and

more evidences of its operation, |

these are in tht

For one thing the great increase in production has done

4




18.
much to raise the general requirements of living. The average
probably stands higher today than ever before, and much of the
harshness of our criticism is probably d& to the higher stand-
ard which we demand. The general comfort today is greater
than ever before. We are told that this is true to a greater
extent in America than in Europe. This very fact is hopeful,
for behind the demands which make this katerial comfort
possible we must observe the operation of a spiritual force. .
And it is not here alone that we are able to see the influence
of this "spirit of man" as it is seeking for expression.
Because ths products of man's labor in the form of wealth
have loomed so large before us we are apt to forget that in
reality the power that has made all of this possible is one
of the spirit, and that the accumulated fortunes of today, the
immense wealth of our modern indusﬁrixal system i8 not merely
& product to satisfy the bodily wants of man. Rather it is the
work of the indomimstable spirit of man secking new fields in
which to expend its energy. The conquest of naturs has not
been merely for the purpose of making us richer. Mach, indeed
most, of the inspiration th:t has made this conquest "possi'ble
has come from the love of the battle itself, the call to con- |
quest is what has UBrught forth these great offorts, The same
is true of the organization of ‘the industrial ‘system. It is |
the product of the spirit of man. A Morgsn does not spend the
energies of his brain in the effort to amass a few more millioms
mersely that ha may command a few more luturies.k No! he can
command no more. Rather he does it from the lust of conguest,
Perverted as we may think these energies are we can %ot but
see that they are there with tremendous force .trying to ex-
press themselves in all pa.rts of our soclety. In ’dmme

way the laborers demand for hlgher wages is not made from a | |
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basis that is purely economic and material, He does not ask
it in order that he may smoke a better grade of tobacco. He
wants a little more so that he can make the atmosphere of the
home more healthy and attractive, or perhaps so that he can
make it possible .for his children to escape some of the hoprors
that he has had to endure. Yes, throughout the mad materialism
of our age thers runs a strong current of spiritual tendencies.

UntilX within recent years this stream has been largely
below the level of consciofsness. But of late it has been
coming to the surface and hae{been crying with a loud voice
against the abuses that it sees, crying out égainst the
prostitution of the great forces that have made all of this
advance nggsible. Today our eyes are open to the evils which
have resultéd. We can no longer have the plea of ignorance,
and the spiritusl forces of our time which have come to con-
sciousness will give us no rest till we have acted in accordance
with our knowledge.

The most convincing statement of this awakéning spirit |
which I have seen is to be founpin Professor Peabodi&sr'Approadl
T to the Social Question". One paragraph issegood that I must
give a portiom of it here,

i What does it mean, then, that under these prosperous

~weircumstances industrial conflicta have become so -
determined, and the organization mf both of employers

~and em%%ged'has:agimnc“ed on so0 vast a scale? It .
means the motives that thus express themselves
in economic forms must be sought, not in industrial
conditions, but in ethical sensiliveness and desire.
(Ii'g is gottso much -g. decrease in %ntfcime which gxcites
-discontent, as an ingreass in intelligenee and am-
‘bition. It is-not that thelwaérel eamggs have less,

- but that they wank more. "Let us assume", Professor
Stein has sald,"that the stomach-question is solved.
Do you faney that the Social Question is solved also?
- The wing stomsch may be quitted, but the beating
heart and anxious head are not content." The modérn
Labor Question, thatis to aay, is not, as is 8o ‘
often asserted, the ai

‘rather the sign of a $6cial renzisgance. It meets a
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3%“““1’?2'6’%&3? not o social B‘e’érﬁé’a%?%n‘;'a ut
golid expectat1on. Its form is economic, but its
motives are moral. It is_the effort-- often blind and
gt S e R
to shape economlc ife into an instrument of social
justiee and peace.

This paragraph hints at one otber sign of thé awakening
spirit. One of the chief defects which has resulted from the
rapid growth of the industrial wealth of the world has been,
as I indivated before, an over emphasis on the individual .
This emphasis has worked itself to a point where it has seen
the danger involved in its own position and now there has set
~in a reaction. At both ends of the industrial seale this is
showing itself. Our modern Trusts are the outgrowth of it at
one end, and the labor unions the result at the other end, We
have come to see that while we can not well overestijste the
worth of the individual and the need of giving him freedom to
develop to the full the powers that inhere in him, we must

" remember that every other man has an equal right, and that no
73?8Y8tem of society is right wnd just which does not accord»
‘“equal Opportunlty to all of its members., Also we are learning
that in the strict sense of the word there is no such thing as
an individual, Greater emphasis is being placed on the fact
that socisty is an organism and that what affects one of its

members affects all of them. So in the freedom;ﬂ;; wi*'

neighbors, and the best good of the wﬁolé br i _
more we are coming to recognize how dellcate?are?ths ad;ustments
between the various members of this social organlam, understand&h
how quickly a disease in one part will commnicate itself to
Giksr parts. Also we aré assert1ng with no uncertain tone

that society shall not preduce the superman at the expense of
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his‘ weaker brothers, We see thut it is a mistake to speak“o‘f'
a man as a"self made man", for apart from society the individual
has no opportunity of "making himself®". How thoroughly thié
idea of the essential unity of society has permeated modern
thought in its most advanced circles is admirably pointed out .
in a recent book by J.H, Holmes (The Revolutionary Function of
the Modern Church). He enumerates the organizations of several
professions which now base their work on thés conéeption. For
instance, the doctors are coming to understand more thorpughly
that disease is not merely a matter t0 be treated in its indi-
vidual manifestations but that if they are to degl with it
effectively they must go back of the individual to the social
causes. This is conspiculously illustrated in the work that is
being done by the anti-tuberculosis workers. It is found that
the tensment houses of our great cities are responsihle for
a: large pertion of the hold that this dread disease has gained
over the country, and that by working to secure better con-
ditions in these congested districts they can do more to
remedy the evil than by treating each individual case by itself.
They are certain that the bacillus #hich is responsible for
the disease can be exterminated if proper means are taken to
abolish the conditions which are now responsible for its
healthy condition. This, they assure us, is not an id;le
dream but an ascertained fact, Likewise they assure us that
under propser social conditions disease in gensral can be re-
duced to ten per cent of its present extent. As a result of
this awakening of the physicians to the social 'nature of dis-
ease we have the formation of such societies as the Amsrican
Sociaty of Medical Sociology. In the same way other profess-
ions have organizations the purpose lbf which is to get be-
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hind the individual to the social cause of the trouble, This
is most notably exemplified in the efforts of our social work-
ers. Modern charity methods have become distinctly 'social in
their nature. The person receiving aid is not treated as
though he alone were responsible for his condition, but the
charity worker takes into consideration the conditions under
which this particular applicant has had to live, the nature
of his employment, the kind of a house that he has had ,setc.
The extent to which this soc%a attitude has become a part
of our thinking today is indicated by some b&f the titles of
recent books. We find such titles as these; "Sin and Society",

"Social Organism", "Social Psychology®. Evidently the time

has arrived when society as well as the individual is to have™

its due, A

While speaking of this growth of the social outlook it
would be impossible, even did we wish, to avoid taking into
account the influence that the Socialist party-has had in
this respect. Perhaps more than any other one force they have
been the means of fostering the growth of the conception of
. the orgg;ﬁic nature of society This of course constitutes one
~of the prmclple teneﬁ;ts f their theory, and bemg the prop-
agandists par excellence tﬁ@y have dlnned it constantly in
the ears of the public till whether we liked it or not we

“have had to absorb soms of their teachings, and thus as
teachers of this organic conception of society they have had
an influence more extensive than' that of any other agency.

InzSocialism we find the firs t organized attempt to deal
with the social forces in a systematic and scienfific mmmm
fashion, At heart it is & movement ankmated by this spirit
which we have found at work in our industrial chaocs. A recent
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English writer, himself not a Socialist, has said thal Social-
ism and Christianity are the two greatest world forces of our
day. R.J. Campbell tukes a somewhat different point of view
and says that he now regrds "Socialism as the practical ex-
preasion of Christian Ethics and the evangel of Jesus!®
The growth of Socialism as a political party in the past few
years has been astonishing. At present they hold more seats in
the German Reichstag than does any other party. In other
Eurppean countries | Socialism is growing with remarkable rapdd-
-ity. In England while as a party organization it has not
many public officials, yet working through other parties it
has managed to put a large number of Sofialists into office,
The strides that the party has taken in this country are
astounding, and it seems likely that the party will grow with
greater rapidity in the future. The fact that in two recent
city elections the old line parties had to run a fusion ticket
in order to defeat the Socialists is plain evidence of the
hold that they are getting on the country. o -

People have been t00 concerned pointing out the fallp.éﬁs
in the Socialist economy and in decrying certain features of
the Socialist program that they found objectionable, features
‘to which ths the most, progressive of the Socialists likewise

:object, to notice the true worth of the movement. True ,sane

gnizgéd in it a very useful instrument in that it has
offered some very pertinent criticisms of the existing state
of society, but beyond its c-:riticim.v they found -mething in it
of worth; its positive message they have thrown aside as
worthless, It has, however, a positive content which is
deserving of the most careful consideration of all; it has a
spiritual content which requi{res our attention whether we
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gubscribe to its economic program or not. In the first plaée
it is an internationdd movement and is conscious of the fact,
It holds International Congresses and emphasizes this world
sweep by its xym emblem, the hands of workingmen joined across
the ocean.More fully than any other organ it represents the
essential unity of mankind, Mr. Campbell speaking of this in
connection with the Internationalimk¥ Socialist Congress held |
at Stuttgart says; "The impressive thing to be noted about
sych gatherings is that at the very mament when international
jealousy is so pronounced between England and France on the
one hand, and Germany on the other, the leaders of the Social-
ist parties in the legislatures of these smme countries should
meet on camon ground with apparently perfect realization
that they are one and the same party united for the attainment
of a common mmd object." In another place speaking of the
same subject he says,"Here, then, we have the birth of ba gen-
uine international consciousness which seems destined to
grow with considerable rapidity, and to do by direet pressure
of public opinion what all the arts of diplomacy have failed
to do in securing the peaée of the world". Here indeed we have
a unity that is actual and not merely theoretlcal A unity
\_»whlch expresses 1tself 1n terms of dollars when bhere is need
o of such an exp s:ton, a.s there was durmg the coal strike of
1902 whan Xiw m éﬁr own country when the miners of Engla.nd
sent $25000 to their striking brothers in America to enable
them to carry on their strike. They had no expectation of

receiving any return from it. They did not want any return;
it was an expression of the unity of their interests with those
of their brother womers aCrPoss the ocean, three thousand miles
away, DBesides fostering this. socj.al spimt the Socialists
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have also penetrated in their analysis of the Social Question
to the ethical and moral problems lying beneath the surface of
the economic disputes. #nd to a remarkable degree they have
made the rank and file of their members conscious of these
deeper issueg, and have educated them in the principles of
public morality with a thoroughness that contrasts strangely
with the failure of the Church in this particular direction.

Then, too, the econokic theory of the .Socialist is
based on something more than mere economic want. It may spring
from want but #m back of it there lies a great spiritual prin-
'ciple,- the prineiple of the brotherhood of man.; the princi-
ple that men in their economic life should not wage war a-
gainst one another any more than in their political iife.
Their economy based on cooperation rather than on compstation
is flndlng more and more adherents all the time , not merely
among, those who have not made a study of the subject from &
scientific standpomt but from economists of recognized ability
as well, They can even claim as weighty a name &8 that oi'

J.S. Mill in support of t.helr principles.#

Here then is the situation that the Church is called
upon to face. An unprecedented developnent in 1ndustrlal lines
has ‘centdred the life forces of the world on the msterug of

matérial life, Accompa.nyzhg thls process there is much
that is harsh and ruthless , 80 that in a period when the
wealth of the world is greater than at any previous period,

F The Torm of assoclation which, 1T mankind contimue to lm-

prove, mst be e ggcted in the end to predaninate, is not that

which’can exist tween a capitalist as a chief and work people

without a voice_in the management, but the association of the

laborers themselves on tems of equality collectively owmng _

the capitul with which they carry on thelr operations, and ‘

work:mg under managers elec'aed and removuble by themselvas.
John Stuart Mill.
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misery and poverty are also present in stupendously largé;por-
tion. The system that has produced this great wealth has also
produced suffering. It is a system that has fed the strong
at the expense of the weauk; has made the riéh richer by crush-
ing out the pmmr 1life of the poor. It has resulted in the
great class struggles that mark our times, and it has developed
a materialistic point of view, combined with an unprecedented
individualism. On the other hand we find that as never be-
fore the world is pulsing with spiritual powers; the conquest
of matter has produced a spirit of great potency, and this
spirit,becoming conscious of itself, is crying out against the
prostitution of its powers, and is already turning its ener-
gies to the task of directing the pulsing energies of the
world life into better and more wholeseme channels, Certain
great orgenizations have come into being through the operation
of this spirit and are embodying within themselves those ideals
and visions which are to prove the salvation of’modeiv'n life.
There are these two forces in the life of our time and the
question with which we are all concerned zs are they to
fuse and give us a larger fuller life, or 13 ona going down
before the other The significance of the sltuat;pn bs well
'brought out by Prof, Peabodv when he says;

The United. States finds itself now confronted by .

that cri8ig in social evolution which, from the

polst of view of othicel thilosonty, 1o the moat

sonal llfe, where the forces of Egoism and Pru en-

tialism whlch have goured down .upon the count

though o subme in animalism and ma,terlahsm
are met a countercurrent of temper and and tradi-

- tion flowing from the springs of national idealism.
Where these two s’oreams mee there must be coll1s1on,
commotion, danger; and it may be reasonably question-
ed whether the calmer movement 31’ inherited fajith
may not be drowned by the turbid torrent of moé
commercialism. One truth howsver, the theo of
ethics and the evidence of history concur in eachingv,-
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that the destiny of & nation- and_in this case it
ma% be the destiny of the world- is likely to be
determined at this gomt of moral decision. Many a
a great nation has been sulmerged by its own prosger-
ity, and forfeited its place in history through the
loss of its moral power.,.. Is the growth of Aimer-
ican industrialism to bring with it moral exhaustion
like that of ancient Rome, so that the.samse e‘pitapfl
may be written:~

*Strong was its arm, each thew and bone

- Seem'd puissant and alive)

But, ah? its heart, its heart was stone, .

And’so it could not thrive! *
or is it to come to ﬁaas that the sagacity and energy
which commercialism has developed may create a new
type of social idealism, applying these gains to the
service of a common goo&? ,

It will be remembered that the second group, of critics
seeking an explanation of the failure om.the part of the
Church to retain its hold on the life of the times lay in the
attitude which it took towards these great social processes -
that are going on in our midst. It shall now be our endeavor
tmiscover what that attitude is, to discover the relation
of Church to the social forces, and then to ask ourselves
what that relation ought to be, what part the Church can be

expected to take in this social crisis,

When we ask the crities who are responsible for this dis-
,,,_.,_gussion of the rg}ation of the Church to the social movements
" what the Churchl;aa done and is doing in regard to this
crisis in the life of the nation they are very prampt with

the reply that the Church has done absolutely nothing to help
the forces fhat are trying to bririg order out of chaos, trying
to bring the moral forces to bear on the situation but that,
on the other hand it has been a positive hindsrance to the
operation of these forces. Instead of allying itself with

the forces of righteousness it has set itself to fight them
because it is in the handa of the people whose interestg are
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on the other side, Or where its policy is not dictated by
these interests and it does not set itself definitlgy to .
oppose the march of the social forces, it fails utterly to-
touch the life of the times because it has not yet thrown off
the fifteen centuries of individuslism which lie 4a back of it.
In a period whichis preeminently social, when the whloe, life
of the worldr is centering upon the organization and development
of a more efficient society, the Church is still clinging to
the coneeptions of the middle ages and is still trying to
gave x man, the individual man, and prepare him for some future
heavenly kingdom, rather than to play the part which he should
in the organism of our society here on earth, and that the
result has been that the Church has become entirely alienated
from the life of the times. It has not realized that this
‘social discontent, this constant struggle to secure a society
which shall be more just is in reality but the renewa.l' of the
strugzle #€of the early Christians to prepére men for a king-
dom of God which was to be set up on this earth, a kingdom whose
law should be the laiv of love, Instead of helping in this
modern gttempt,which 1s being tried on a scale much broader
than ever before the Church is an actual- hmdfrance to the
profiress of this ideal.- Iﬁns.tead of siding with the forces in.
the world which represent the spirit of its founder, Christianity *
is all "unconsciously turning its powers against these forces. “

While much of this criticism is well taken it is over-
- drawn and does not give the Church credit for the work that
it has really done. In fact this ideal which is stirring men
today ,urging them on in their effort to secure a more right.eous‘
socisty, is itself the child of the Church. It is the result
of the ideals that religion has long been instilling into the




P

| 29,
hearts of men. Of course this fact, this work that the Church

has done in the past will not excuse any negligence on its

part in the present. But ewen here it has not been so sloth-
ful as some of its critics seem to think. When we examine the
work of the Church in modern times we find that in spite of
the time that she has spent in theologicallwrangling, in spite
of her concentration on the individual, she has still had time
to enter the social field and do a great work, not merely
through the men and women whom she has inspired with a social
zeal, but also entering directly and actively into the Iield
herself, . ‘

A brief glance at the work being done by various denom-
inations will show us that the Church is not altogether blind,
and that she has taken some steps to meet the needs of the times.
The Estublishe d Church of Great Britain has founded "The
Christian Social Union of England® which has as its purpose
*To study in common how to apply the moral truths and pébnciples
of Christianity to the social and economic difficulties of
the present time®., In this country the Episcogls Church has
a similar organization whidh‘aims'tovpérfonm'ﬂhé same'kind‘of
‘*workb It requires the clergy'tbipreadh on social questions on
dertain days,>éﬁ§%§as adopted other means of rousing interest
in the social'naédé. Further this denomination has an associa-
tion called,"The Church-Association for the Advancement'of tls
Interests of Labor? This latter organization publishes a paper .
.called the Hammer and Pen, which takes an aggressive attitude
on the labor questioh. The Protestant Episcopal Church also
has an organization dqvoted to the intereats of labor. It
holds itself ready to offer assis§ance as arbitrator should its

services be required, and also investigates the causes of in-




30. '

dustrial disturbances. The Congrega,tionai Church is taking

active measures to acquaint itself with the social issues,
and some of its leading men (Dr. Washington Gladden) have con-
tributed much valuable material to the discussion of the part
that the Church is to play in the pre’sent situation. The
Presbyterian Church has organized a special department for
working among the laboringmen, and has placed at the head of #u
this organization a man who has come from the ranks of the
laborers--Rev. C. Stelzle, Under his direction a good deal
of preaching has been done to the laborers at the noon hour,
the ministers going to them in their place of work. The
Methodist Episcopal Church has from its very bagiriing been
interested in social and economic questions and it has not
forgotten its past. For some time it has required social
study on the part of those éntering its ministry, Other
denominations are showing an interest in this side of the Church" |
work as is evidenced by the character of many of the addresses
that are being given at recent conferences and assemblies. Also
the religious periodicals, and recent books point to amm
awakening in this direction. We are hearing more and more
of the Social question from the pulpit. The Unitarian de-
némination has adopted a social program, has its brganization
for Social Justice, and under its depaetment of Social and
Public service is publishing a series of tracts on Social -
tapics, The work of the Saleation army in reaching the labor-
ing people is by no means to be ignored. They are reaching
a class of people in a social way which no other denomination
‘seens to touch.

Besides the work that various denominations are doing

there are certain agencies that are associated with the Church-
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es, Its social interest is expressing itself in the form
of hospitals maintained at the expense of the Churches where
the sick poor are cared for, in orphan asylums where the children
of the poor are cared for and educated; also religious bodies
support asylums for the aged, the blind and deéjf and the dumb.
Further than this m any of our colleges and schools are
supported from the resources of the religious Ppenominations,
The Y.M. C.A, and the Y.W.C.A, are doing a social work that
is much needed. Then, the modern movement of settlements in
the heart of the poorer districts of out great cities oWes
much to the Church. While the methods of these institutions
have been criticised on the ground that their work is merely(
an attempt to dip water from a tub into which a steady stream
is running, that they are dealing with results and are not
getting back to the social causes, it can not be doubted that
they are meeting a great social need and even if they are not
directly concerned to get at the social causes which are re-
sponsible that make such institutionsx necessary ,they are at
least affording a point of contact which is proving of great
educational valus and is helping us to a more thorough under-
standing of the nature of the problem. Of a similar nature
is the Inst#itutional @hurch. It is open to the same objections
as are urged against the settlements, and further than this
the people usually have more confidence in the institution that
is not avowedly religious because they fear that the insti-
tutional features of the Church are but a bait to attract them
80 that they may be made to subscribe to the dogma of the
Church. But in spite of these objections the Institutional
Church is serving a good purpose. The work that it is doing
is heartily commended by such observers as Shailer Mathews




and R.J. Campbell. The number of Churches which are |
taking up this work is rapidly 'increasing. In the city of New
York there are said to be ons hundred and twelve Churchés
which have adopted institutional features and some of ‘them

are vast organizations for the social and religious betterment
of the people. Some indication of the possibilites which lie
in this form of =~ Church organization may be had from the fact
that the membership in the Istitutional Churches has increasdp
six times as rapidly in the churches which undertake this
sort of work as in the societies which have not undertaken
this new kind of work,

But although the Church has made this attempt through
various agencies to relate itself to the social needs of the
time we can not say that it has accomplished much or that it
has entered the field with a full knowledge of the significance
of the task which it has on its hands., Its view has been
partial. It has seen certain social needs and has set its-
gelf to meet those needs, but it has never become fully con-
scious of the conditions that lay behind those specific needs.
It has failed to accomplish anything because like the ecity of
-Boston in 1ts'l915'canpa1gn it has tried to change things and
leave them the same Her conesption of the nature mmi of
religion and of the function of the Church has blinded her

%o the real significance of the social movements thut have been

going on in the world round about her,

| Take, for msta.nce , the relation of the Churfh to the
laboring class. In apzt.e of all that the Church is doing in
social lines, kin spite of its purported interest in the labor-
ing man and his ca,uap there 8till-goes up the cry that the
' “rted the Church and that he shows no

laboring man has
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signs of returning to it. We seek an explanation of the
fact, The workingman is ready with his reply as to why he
does not go to Church, and it does not consistx of excuses to
the effect that he is too tired offi Sunday to go, or that he
cannot afford to wear the kind of clothes that attendance
at Church seems to require, Of course he does fesl these
-things, feels that the Church,in spite of a}l its protesta-
tions,is not democratic, and does not really want him there,
But the reasén for his failure to attend goes deeper than
this. His andwer t6 our questions consists of a, condemnation
of the Church., He does not go bscause the Church is not
interested in his affairs, it does not seek to concern itself
with the things that are to him the most important in life,
He has his ideals, his hopes, and his needs but he does not
find them ministered to by the Church., Instead he finds in
the Church an institution which he must regard as the tool
of the class that is pressing him down. It is a rlch man's clhﬁ
a symbol of the forces that make his lot unbearable. He finds
in the minister a paid official whose duty is to look after
the interests of his wealthy pariél}fmers, and to guard against
the possibility of gny disturbance on the part of the other
cRasses by preaching sermons on meekness and obedience to the
will of God. He insists that instead of the workingmen
having deserted the Church that the Church has deserted the
workingmen. Letters have been sent out to the labor leaders
throughout the country in an effort to get 15,@‘1%.;:@:; this
problem and without exception these leaders have affirmed that |
the alienation of the laboringman from the Church is the
resuit of the failure on the part of the Church to take the
part which should be played by fhe organized forces ‘qf religion
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in industrial and socidl movements where the issue involved . |
is very clearly moral. In the portion of the life which
most deeply concerns him and makes the greatest demands upon
him the laborer finds the Church among the forced that are
arrayed against him, He believes kkxt in the ideals of Jesus
of Nazareth, and feels sure that were Jesus here today that he
would hurl hia invective against the Church as he did against
the Pharisees two thousand years ago. Thé are certain that
now as then he woubd preach to the poor people and that they
would hear him gladly. It is not religion but the @hurch,that

they are criticising. Many of them are profoundly religious
and feel the necd of guidance in théir religious life and
lament the fact that they can not find that guidance in the
Church, We can scarcely wonder that their social program
becomes to them a religion, and that their local organizations
tend to adopt some of the functions of the Church. To say
that Socialism is religion to most of the mén who subscribe
to its - teachings is but to repeat something thit has long
been recognized, yet it is something that needs greatly to be
emphasized, "for the attitude of the Church has been un- |
friendly in the extreme to Socialism particularly at this
point., It has said that the religion which these men claim
to find in their view of the proper organization of society
is not religion at all, and this unappreciative attitude has
but served to widen the breach betwsen the two; has confirmed
the laboring man in his conviction that the Church is hostile
to his interests, and has in some instances, as in France and
Italy, resulted in actual persecution of Socialists by the
Church, The Roman Catholic Church, of course, has been most

active in its opposition of Socialism.
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?f’ Having seen what the Church has done to meet the .social de~-
mands of the time, and having heard from her critics what
she has not done it remains for us to ask what she should do.
The answer to thés question will depend in large measure on
the concepti on which we hold of the nature mmi of religion and
the proper function of the Church, Two views in regard to
this matter are advocated which are diametrically opposed.
Ohe says that religion is essentially a matter of the human
soul and its relation to God, and that the function of the
Church is to minister to the soul in'this relation to God.
This naturally restricts the field in which religion and the
Church are to operate; This conception has drawn a small circle
about the individual and has said that religion has to deal with
what lies within the limits of that circle and with nothing m
more, "The ethics of the private life, of the family, and
of friendly social intercourse, together with the interests
of education, literature, and to some extent art, lie within
this circle. Industry, commerce, and polities in the main lie
outside of it." Religionun has nothing to do with Sociology
and politics. The other view says that religion is in its
very nature bound up with the social life of man and that only
as it includes these larger interests does it thrive and be=-
come a power in the lives of men and of nations, This \ylfl;te‘r» ~
view ig slowly gaining ground and seems destined to domi-fnte
"the thought of the future. That it is justified in déing so
can be eétablished, I think, by an appeal to history. '

When we examine primitive imiiwfx wmi religious beliefs

and customs we find that they ars distinctly social in their
na’our;.k Religion and the life of the tribe as a whole are

inext.ricably interwoven, In fact the whole life of primitfie
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man is social; the individual as a being apai‘t from the clan,
does not exist, This is made necessary by the conditions
under which he lives, He must identify his interests with
those of the group if he is going to surviee. Away from the
protection of the group his 1i¥e would be immediately crushed
out, Naturally, therefbre; his religion is of the seme
nature as the rest of his life. It is a tribal affair and is
expressed in social terms. This social nmature of primitive
religion is recognized by W. Robertson Smith when he says in
his" Religion of the Semites!; SR
Breaches of social order are recognizie‘d as offences
against the holiness of the deity, and the develop-
Thon human sanctions a28 SH11 Vemiing:’ ov 100 1o |
S110f tat The restriciions on Mamin 1cénse wieh
are necessary to social well-being are conditions
ERoretanting beinoon hingel? Aus Bis. worshippers.®
Here we see most distinctly the social nature of religion.
The motive for right action on the part of the individual-
arises out of his relation to the clan, and the clan life gé‘
it expresses its relation to its god. The clan prospers
when its members obey these social comnandments, and the in-
dividual shares in its prosperity. Take the individual away
from the clan, let him become alienated from it in any way and
he also becomes alienatéd from the God of the clan, and is
outside his care and protestion, It will be remembered that
this was the fear of Cain when he was driven off for slaying
his brother, He knew that he would no longer be under the
protection of God and feared that amyone who came upon him
might slay him, |
~ Pollowing the develomment of that religion with which we
of Christian lands are most familiar swe find that the re-
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ligion of the early Israelites who settled in Canaan was dis-
tinctly social, Yahweh was the owner of the land which the
people cultivated, they held it at his pleasure, and a po#bion
of its fruit they must bring to ‘him as an offering. Th;s
of holding the land as a tenant of Yahweh had a marked ine -
fl{lence over the later legislation which is distinctly
social in its nature, Every so often there was to be a re-
distributi®n of the land so that those who had lost their
share through any misfortune might gt a fresh start, Indeed
the whole of the Mosaic legislation is corfcerned more with
the social side of a man's life t.han with his individual con-
dact, though that is by no means neglected. These ancient
law makers, as is usually the case in primiti#e codes, attempt-
ed to lay down as commandments of their God rule# which should
govern gll the relations of life, Indeed there is, in fhe
pagesk of the Pentat:ﬁch, an undreamt of amount of material on
which a social message might be based. Just what effective
use might be made of it by a resourceful mind is we:l illustraté
ed in the pages of a book by Rev. C.R. Brown entitled "The
Social Message of the Modern Pulpit®. He points out how 4
readily one can find paralalls to all the modern social abuses
and see how the ancient Isrghlites brought them under the
influence of rehglon, and claimed the attention of Yahweh,

The most striking paralell that he makes use of ia that be-
- tween the exodus from Egypt under the leadership of Moses
- and the modern labor troubles. |

When we come to the Prophets then indeed-&f: we find in-
spiring material for the social gospel. What effective ex-
ponents of it were these "Men of God"! We hear them crying
out to the people that Yahweh asks not burnt offerings of them
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but that they serve him by seekins justice, relieving the
oppressed, and caring for the poor, the widowed and the orphaned.
"Since Amos", says Prof. Kautzsch,"Since Amos it was the B
alpha and tkm omega of prophetic preaching to insist on righty
and justice, to warn against the oppression of the poor and
helpless". Listen to Amos as he speaks forth his condemnation
of the people:

'f%l? ei?‘ig.}ﬁdt orL%gi' OFi Pﬁgt"‘ﬁ?ﬁgﬁ%gg}i%ﬁg ,°1fmish-

bent thereof; because they sold the righteous for

silver and the needy for a pair of shoes, Ames2;6
The note that Amos sounds hers is the dominant one throughout
the Propvhetic teachings. The social wrongs are the ones that
impress Hosea and it is against them that he cries out. In the
twelRh chapter the seventh verse he speaks of Judah as follows,
"He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he
loveth to oppress®™. The burden of Micah's cry is the same,
"He rails against the princes for their cruelty and oppression.
Isaiah is fired by the same spirit and in what tellin g words
does he denounce the sins of Judgh and pronounce destruction
on her for her transgressions, Jeremiah likewise pours forth
his lamentations over the erring ways of his people and their
pending destruction. These were men of the type who did not
hesitate to enter the politicéili'field and in the name of their
God depose one king and set up,an‘other; O0f course they were not
always successful; their‘meséages_ fell on deaf ears. wThey
painted a very dark picture.; and as "plain spoken warners® they
had to endure the persecufoiqxi wilich is usually accorded the
heazld of = bad news; yet ”oime“ showed that their predictions
were right and their names and t.eachings became a part of
the rich religious heritage of Israell.'

Two things in particular we would note about these Prophets
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anﬂ their teachings. In the first place they address the
nation as a whole. Their concern is not with the individual
but with the salvation of the nation, The individual concerns
them only as he influences the whole., It is only with Jer-
emigh that the individual as such begins to appear in the
teachings of the prophet and then it is only when he sees that
the nation is doomed and that it is only to be through a few
individuals that any future can be assured to the people of
Yahweh, In the second plase we would notice how rapidly the
religious conceptions grow in richness and depth of feeling
under the influence of this braad religious horizon of the
Prophets. The patriotism of the prophets acts a 8 a purging
fire to burn away much of the cfudity that had hitherto hung
about the name Yahweh and we see Him, this God of the
children of Israel, emerging from the period of the Prophets
purified in his being, more ready than ever to continue his
march towards that perfection that has won to him the adherence
of the Western world. It is to the Prophets that we turn
when we are looking for an expression of religion that is
virile and pulsing with the energies of full-blooded lifs.

When we come to the period of the exile we find that
religion is made the meams of xk holding the Israelites to-.
gether., They are no longer a nation but a Church. Set down
in a foreign land, with foreign‘influences pressing in upon
them all the time, they are able to resist with remarkable
success the preégre of these forces, and under the léadership
of Ezekiel to hold themselves as a unit. But the necessities
of the case turned théér religious energies inward, No longer
havihg a political field in which to spend their energies
the religious instinets were turned to the fostering of the
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life that kept this little group apart from théir neighbors.
Thus religion came to be identified with the externals of
ceremony and ritual performances. From the power making for
- national righteousness it becomes éhe incentive to individual
carefulness in the observances of the details of a ritual code,
Thus narrowed in its interests the result was that religion
became less vital. The outer manifestations became more impor-
tant than the inner spirit. As religion concerned itself
more and more with ritual requirements and individual piety,

it lost the freshness and vigor of the Prophetic days when it

had had freer play and wider fields in which to roam. Occasion- ,f

ally, however, in the days aféer the exiles had returned to
Jerusalem, something would happen to arouse dome of the
stronger spirits to attempt a political revolt, and then the
old religion would show some of its earlier vitality.

Such, for instance, was the case at the time of the revolt of ¥
the Maccabees.

The religion of the time of Jesus had once more sunk
back into the formalism of w confined religion and needed the
sharpest words that a John the Baptist had to arouse it and
bring people to a realization that religion consists of some-
thing more than a strict payment of tithes to the temple, and
following the last detail of an intricate code. The religiop
of the time needed a wider view to put fresh life into it.

John the Baptist and Jesus came with that wider view. It
is true, as Emerson has said in his "Divinity School Address"®

that Jexus saw the value'of the individual soul and pointed it
clear

out m0r9f$ﬁan any other religious teacher of the world, but
it is also to be remembered that Jesus saw the individual in

the 1light of a "Kingdom of God", and that all of his. energ;as
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were bent to prepare men to enter that kingdom., His whole
purpose was to instiI® into the heatts and lives of men those
qualities which should make them worthy of a place in this
coming kingdom. His ideal was "the perfect heart for the per=-
fect kingdom". Jesus id one of the world's Utopians. He
looks forward to the time when a kingdom shall be set up on
this earth whose ruler shall be the heavenly Father, whose
law shall be the law of love, And he interprets religion in the
terms of this keavenly kingdom. So striking i s the social
note of his gospel that the eminent Belgian econtmist, Emile
-de laveleye, is reported to have said;"If Chrisiianity wers ‘
taught and understood conformably to the spirit of its Founder,
the existing social organism could not last a day." The whole
of his teachings, the whole of his ethics, and his religion
are based on a social ideal,

- Speaking of one'great religious teacher naturally suggests
another, and though it was not the purpose of this discussion
to draw on material outside the Jewish and Christian religions
I can not refrain from adding a brief mention of the aﬂtitude
of Buddha. We do not mesisiribyimk of the teachings of
Buddhism as being social in its nature, indeed it seems the
embodiment of individualism in religion, but when we come to
study the great teacher himself we find him giving expression
to very lofty sécial aims, and we see that his motives ibre
essentially social, This is very evident from theggﬁll known
passage which says; o

| Never will I seek or receive rivate individual sal-
vation, never enter into final peace alone; but for-
ever, and everywhere will I live and strive for the
universal redemption of every creature throughout
all worlds, Until all are delivered, never will I
leave the sphere of sin, sorrow, and strug-le.

In this lies the greatness of the Prophets teaching,
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The kingdom of God did not come as Jesus had ex ected

that it would, but the ideal lived on and fired the life of
thev little band of his followers, It took firm hold on the

heroic scul of Paul and filled him with a great missionary

zeal; ~ This early band of Christians teied to live, and
succeeded to a remarkable extent in living, the social ideal
~ That their Master had put before them. Love was the watch-
word . It guarded all «f their relations with ongénother.
The life that they were learning to live was such as would fit
them for that heawenly kingdom which they expected at any
moment, This is the purport of some of those wonderful
passages in Paul of which all of us are so fond; ~

Now ye are the body of Christ, and members thereof

each in his part. And as the }’Jody is one, and hath

many members, and all the members have not the

same Bffice; so also is Christ.... And whether one

member suffereth, all members suffer with it; or one

member is honored all the members rejoice with it,
The wonderful thirteenth chapter of first Corinthians takes

on an added value in the light of this fact. When we realize

that Paul in his praise of Love is preaching the spirit
which is to govern man in his attempt to live the community
life,the words of praise take on a new, unthought of and
richer meaning than they had ever had before, To such a re=
markable degree did the early Christians embody these.teachings
in their lives that, in spite of their small mumbers they
attracted +the attention and admiration of the pagan world. It
seems not improbable that Christianity owes much of its early
success among the lower classes of the ;{reat‘cities of the

Mediterranean to this social note in its gospel. Its adherents

were trying to establish in their present life the Utopia of
which their Master had preached, and which they expected him to
perpstuate when he came to earth on the clouds of glory.
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But in the course of a few generations, when the hope of
the adven had faded from the minds and hearts of the Christians
and the fervor generased by the personality of the great
leader and those who had felt the power of his spirit died
down, then Christianity began to lose this social note. We see
the change making itself felt as early as the time of the .
writer ‘of the Fourth Gospel. Marvelous a&s is that gosepl in
its theological content and its rithness of religious exper-
ience we see in it a distinct narrowing of the social horizon.
The author looks out upon & world that is altogether dark. In
the ericircling gloom there is but one little circle of light.
This is formed by the presence of Christ, and all of those in
the world who are akin to him are drawn inevitably into the
little circle of light that surrounds him, The rest of the
world remains in the dark. There is no hope fbr them as they
remain there of their own volition; thsey have & natural prefer=
ence for the dark., From this time on the work of .Christiane
ity becomes more and more distinctly that of rescuing individ-
ual souls from a world vhich is evil. This is the period
which sees so many hermits leaving the world and trying to
win salvation in seclusion. The old social ideal has gone, and
with it much of the purity and beauty of the religion of Jesus.

Christianity became the religion of the Fmpire and
rnaturally it had to undergo some changes in order that it
might adapt itg-self to the new circumstances; but the idea
that the world was evil and that the mission of the Church
was to rescue the individual and prepare him for a fwture
heavenly home had gpined firm immm hold on the Christian
consciousness and was not to be easily unseated. Individual
asceticism continued to be the ideal, Of course, here as

&
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always, there was a protest against such practices on the )
part of the more adfanced spirits of the age, and an occasional |
attempt to t.ufn towards a more social aspect of religion,
Such men as Chrysostoni and Basil spoke out openly against
the social abuses of their times, und there are others among
the Church Pathers whose words have a tone that is almost
Socialistic. Jerome detlares that,"Opulence is always the
product of theft committed; if not by the acﬁual possessors,
by their ancestors®, Clement says,"In strict justice, everything
should belong to all. Iniquity alone has created private
property. | Augustine, while not agreeing with these socialistic
utterances gave to the world a philosophy of society which is
still worthy of study. But the spirit of the times was against
the adoption of any distinctly social poir of view »on thd y
part of the Churéh and the words of these men me‘lost in
other interests. The conception of the function of ‘the Church
as that of an instrument of individual salvation was carried
down into the middle ages., Here it expressed itself in the
manasteries that dotted the land. In one sense these monaster=
ies were the expression of & social ideal. They were an ate-
tempt on the part of certain devout souls to create in the | |
midap of & society that was thoroughly bad a small inner ,
society where it was possible for the individual with the |

~ help of his comradesto live a holy l1ifé. Of course some of
the practices that grew up in these monasteries were distinct-
ly non-soc¢ial and yet on the othexlim.nd t.héy developed certain
features of life that werse purely social. They became centers
‘of learning and spread abroad a knowledge of the best that
the times had to offer, Further than this they continued the

function of ministering to the poor,which, even in the most
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mnon-social periods of its history the Church has never
ceased to perform. In many instances the. monasteriex became
asylums for those who had gone down in the fight for life,
Then there developed a missionary spirit in these monasteries,
and we find them sending forth monks inspired by this spirit
to work in the remote quarters of the world. A wonderful work
gsome of these men accomplished. Such a man as the Irish monk’
Colombanus who made his way, with twelve conipanioné, in-to the
heart of the mountains of northern France and labored there und
der conditions that were almost intolerable and yet accomplished
a great work, can not but command our reverence and respect.
The social impulse seems to have quickened the religious life
in these missionaries and we find them exhibiting a fervent
spirit combined with a degree of kindly himan love that seems
foreign to their time and profession.

When we come down to the period just preceding ‘Ehe
Reformation we see what a large part the political movements
play in shaping the religious situation. Apart from the
political dissatisfaction Luther's work would have been of no
avail, The social and religious movements were inextricably
~ interwoven, and this fact was in large measure responsible for
the virility of the religious movement. We find that not long
after the Reformation the Lutheran branceh of the Protestants
withdraws from sociul and politicdl movements to a large ex-
tent and the result is that their religion soon degenerates
into a marrow dogmatism equal to that against which they had
revolted, On the other hand the Calvinistic movemeht continued
to relm.e itself to social movements and the result is
described by Rauschenbusch as follows;

,4 The Calvinistic Reformation stripped off a large

R s
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part of the traditional ceremonialism of the Church
and it turned religious energy into political and
intellectual channels. As a consequence the Calvin-

istic oples at once leaped forward in the direction
of demogxe'agy and educati onI,) and received suchik an

incPement of social efficiency that in spite of
terrible handicaps they outstripped _the stronger
nations which failed to make this fuller connection
between religion and social morality.

The impelling spirit #m back of modern liberalism is in
reality a new social spirit based on a recognition of the Jmmmn
worth of the human soul. When men come to the point where
they see God in their fellow men then it is very natural for
religion to find anwider expression in wider fields. The
part that Channing, Parker and éther early Unitarians took in
the social movements of their times, and the very evident
gocial spirit which liberal religion has produced in its
adherents im evidence enough of the intimate relation between
the broadened religious horizon and the enlarged social view,
The two interasct, each stimulating the other to greater
activity and helping each other to greater strength.

This hasty review of the course of religion in the mem
world confirms the words of Rauschenbusch when he says; "Con:
fine religion to the personal, it grows rancid, morbid. Wed
it to patriotism, it lives in the open air, its blood is jmre.‘i
The i'eligious life needs the stimulatipn of the social- forcea;,
The Church o f today must recognkze this and in a peried
which offers opp0rtunitieé that are perhaps greater than those
of any previous period in her history she must seek tb infuse
new life into her veins by drawing on the emergies that are
pulsij’;gil about her, If she can relates her ‘teachingsr to
the life about her, if she can make it evident that she is
' indsépéhsihie'. to 't,he right ordering of these social forces,

then is her position secured, and her influence and her life

5 Ca RS
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will become stronger. If she is not able to relate herseif |
to these movements, but adheres to the individualism which
has been bred into her being by fifteen centuries of prece-
dent and confirmed by some of the tendencies of the rapid
industrial development of the past half century, then is her
influence going to be less marked, her life will lose much of
its vigor and the religion which she will produce will be
less virile, less worthy of holding a place in the life of man.

Criticism is always easier than correction. It is easy
enough for us to point out that those periods in history which
have produced the most vital religious experience and expression
have been the ones in which religion has been related to the
social movements of the times. Also it is very easy for us to
~ say that in this time of social crisis the Church must relate
itself to the social movements if it is to play the part
~which is requireed of it and which we have a right to expset
of organized religion. But it ia an altogsther different
matter for us to attempt to set forth a program by which the
Church is to accomplish this end. It is easy to deal in general-
ities but when we come to deal with the Church and Society
we find that we have to deal with concrete facts of gigantic
propottions, and it is not always easy to make these facts
fit the mould of our theories. That does not mean that the
theory is of no valﬁe; even if we find that in some instsnces
we are compelled to abandon theory in the face of fact the
theory remains as a guard and guide, & check on the facts.
One of the first facts which we brush against in our-attempt
to apply our theory of the proper relation of religiaﬁ to
social life, is that the Church is esaéntially conservative.

All institutions are by their very nature conservative,, and
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requi.re to be stirred to their very depths before theymare
brought to the realization of the necessity of a change, and
when the change does comé it is only through great toil and
anguish of spirit on the part of the institution. The Church
a8 the institution of religion is conservative beyond all
others, And though there are some signs that she is begirﬁng
to search her heart,questioning herself as to the cause of her
present failure ,it is very evident that it is going to require
great effort and patience on the part of those "who do see
wherein she is failing to quicken this process of self-exam-
ination on the part of the Church., The first task is to rouse
her fully to the needs of the situation, and make her feel that

she is facing a crisis that demands every portion of\_e”ne'r&r

that she is capable of putting forth, every bit of consecration o

that she can command, The present need is for men who under-
stand the social situation, Mr., Ely some time ago advocated
the plan of devoting half the time of the theological course
to the study of Social conditions. The minister who is to meet
the needs of today must be able to interpret religion in |
the term.s of the life that people é.re living, and that means
that he must be able to interpret it in social terms, he must
be a Bociologist., Also the men in the pews must be made to feel
the importance of the situation, and see the imporsance of |
socialising their religious undertukings. All of this is
going to take time and a great amount of energy. Large things
move slowly but once under way exert a tremendous influence.
Those who have realized the cause of the failure on the
part of the Church to touch the lifd of the times in its
most vital spots are already offering a revised program for the
work of the Church. They say that it is an absolute necessity
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for the Church to take an active part in relating itself to i
the social movements of the times. That the initiative must eem
come from the side of the Church. That she must bend hersekf
t0 meet the demands of the situation and not try to force the
" conditions to fit the walls of the Church, They realize the
full significance of the present social crisis, see that the
fate of xxx a civilization hangs in the balance. Two forces
are struggling and as one or the other wins 8o will be decided .
the fate of the civilization. If the forces of materiglism and
individualism submerge those of the spirit of man then our
civilization is doomed to crumble as did that of Rome. Having
faith in the great power of the Church they feel that"could she
but bc made to realize the necessity of action on her part,
could she but take up the task of directing these great forces
into the proper channels then all would be well and the result
would be a loftier life than has yet been known.  Listen to
the stirring words of one observer who gives expression to

this convictidn.

At the same time when Christianity has thus
attained to its adolescence and moral maturity, there
is_a piercing ecall from the world about it, summoning
all moral strength and religious heroism t0 save the
Christian world from social strangulation and_ death,
... The converging of these two lines of development
is providential, We are standing at the turning of
the ways. We are actors in a great historieal drama,
It resls upon us to decide if a new era is to dawn
in the transformation of the world into the kingdom
of God, or if Western civilization is to descend +to
the graveyard of dead civilizations and God will have
to try once more.-- Rauschenbusch ."Chrastianity and

‘ the Social Crisis!

Again the mwthed question of mekhod confronts us. Even
assuming that the @hurch is ready to respond to this call
how is she going to proceed with her social gospel? Again
é;ere are many possibidities which present themselves, but these
are all modificatigzis of the two p#incipal methods suggested;
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methods which differ vdry radiaally because they are based ori
the two opposite tendencies which we have found contending
with one another throughout, - ome claiming that the most
effective way in which to work is through the individual and
the other that the best results can be achqjved by working with
society as an organism., Let us consider the program of each of
these proposed methods.

The first is that the Church is to work according to its
traditional methods, that it it is to work through the indi-
vidual consciousness, but that its message to the individual
must be an entirely new one. Instead of being the old measags
of salvation from sin it is to be written in social terms. The
Church is no longer to see the individual members to whom it
ministerx as so many lost sheep that are to be rescued from the
snares of the world, but it is to see them as members of
society, members of a society which must undergo a radical
‘change so that the 1life of justics and righteousness which
has always been the ideal of religion shall not be held as a
reward to be obtained in some future state, but shall be held
forth as the idegl to be achieved here and now. The Church
is to show the individual the responsibility which rests upon.
him for the acéomplishment of this end and to inspire him
to act in accordance with the vision that he has seen. He
is to,have it continua;lly pointed out that he is a member of
society and that individyal salvation is possible only as it
is made a part of social salvation. The millionaire is to be
made to feel that he is morally responsible for the degrlda.’dion
of the lives that have been ruined by the methods of busi-
ness which he has empléyed to build up his Bortuns. The
laboring man also is to be made to feel that he is responsible
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in his actions to the rest of gsociety as well as to his labor
union. The men and women who go to the stores are to be made
to feel that they are responsible for the conditions under
which the articles they buy are made. They are to be made to
feel, for instance, that they areémorally guilty if they go
into one of the five and ten cent stores and buy something
for the only way in which it is possible for the concern
which runs those stores to offer their wares at sich a low
price is by under<paying their help. In many of our large
cities they pay the girls who act as clerks wages that are
absolutely insufficient to meet the requirements of a bare
existence, and the employers do not hesitate to tell.thegy
girls that he expects them to supplement their wages in other
ways. We are to be made to feel, then, that in patronizing
such a store we are morall¥ responsible for thé downfall of
some poor girl. The price we have paid is not five or ten
cents but that amount plus the honor of some girl who could»

Necesssry 6xpenses = | .
mest the xaeexxiixex of life in no other way. There is to

be no peace for us as long as such conditions are possible.
It is t.he function of the Church to work with the individual
to make out of him a thoroughly social bemg, It would make

8 rw“ gociety = through regenerate individuals. Natural-

ly t&aia new pla,ces the emphasis on the educative side of
religion. I’a does not ignore the religious experience, the
reli'gl ous emot:;ons that seek w expression in action that is
social it is constantly trying to call forth, but its chief
concern is with the program of religious education. On this
its leaders are mtermg their attention. The Sunday School
offers to them a great opportunity. It is to be made the ins
strument of im'usmg into the life of the times the moral con=:
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ception of the social movements. The children are to be
trained from the social standpoint. They are to be made
distinctly conscious that the world into which they are going
is a unit and that it is affected in all ef its parts by the
action of every individual. They are to be made to feel that
wher%ver there are conditions that are unjust, wherever there
is poverty and misery, where/éver there is inequality that
there they have a responsibility, The pulpit is to carry otb
the same program, and convey the aame message. It is to add
the religious inspiration to the social program, to infuse
the spirit of religion into the attempt at socié,l‘ reconatruct;‘&.

This is its positive program, a program of education and
inspirasion to the social life. It also has its warnings. It
urges that it is not the function of the Church to advocate
any particular social or economic theory. The Church is to
gofk deeper than that and touch the springs from whence these
flow, The basis of society lies deep within the human heart
and if the heart is filled with social ideals they will bear
fruit in an organization of society that is just and righteous.
Further we are told that it is outside the province of  the

arch as an institution to attempt to bring about any specific

r"ék
social reforms. It must inspire its memhers to undertake
[

this work, but in this age of apeci)v‘l*ﬁization it is the place
of the Church to confine itself strictly to the individual. It
Itg_{hmction is to minister to the spiritual nddds of the
pebpie. ~There are other organizations whose macm%grgeﬁer‘:rxgch
better adapted to securing the necessary reforms wikimwk

the Church of that care, The only difference between the

work that the Church has been doing in the past and the , that

these men propose for the future lies in the difference in
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interpretation of the spiritual needs, Now thesef needs are“
seen in the light of the socila consciousness that dominated
the thought of our day, and men are going to find satisfaction
for the cravings of their souls only as they are fed from
that which represents the richest life of the age. This con-

‘ception of the functiop of the Church likens it to a great

power house from which wires extend in all directions to

carry power to the most remote parts,thers it'ok tﬁrﬁ the energy
that is pulsing within them into action thrbugh the means of
some gfe&t machine. These wires are the people going forth
from the Church into society to carry there a power which has
been generated within the walls of the Church and is throbbing
within them with a great desire to spend itself in action

for the betterment of society., The Church is to furnish the
initial impulse, to be the means of rousing to new life the
latent possibilities within the human soul, possibilities which
increase as they are given opportunity to express themselves.
By fostering the social nature - in the individual the - church
is ha.st.enf‘l%,he day when a-saciety akin té the Kingdom of God

a8 preached by Jesus may be established here on earth.

The second method is based on an essentially different

~conception of the nature of evil in society. It sees a aﬁcia_-lf |

cause at

e"bottom of all evil, Sin is social. Man is by
&lly good and does not naturally fall into the
vices whmh pervade our society, rather he is forced into them

naturse es

R R
e

by stress of circumstances . It finds its most radical ex-
pression in the following statement bylProT'. Patten: "Sin is
misery; misery is poverty; the antidote of poverty is income”,
This statement becomes the watchword of those who advocate the
second method, and determines for them the method which reli-

© %in is . a consequenca of misery. Remove
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misery and sin will disappear. It has no independent existence |
“apart from the misery that bad conditions create. It is but a
step from this to the thought that misery is the result of
poverty, and' thus dependent upon industrial conditions. Sin,
misery, and poverty thus become one problem... All three can
be wiped out by changes in industrial conditions." Naturally,
‘then)it is the work of the Church to ﬁtpcegd at once with all
directness to change the industrial conditions., If the indi-
vidual is not responsible for the sin in his life it is worse
than useless to spend time working with him. By all means let
the Church go to the bottom of ths trouble and work directly
with the causes which lie in the organization of society.

The individual is to bes reached only through the avemues of

Bis social life, and this indirect method of reachiig him is
much more effective than the old method of working on the indi- |
vidual himself, for no matter how great an effect your work

on him may have, as long as he goes back into a society that

is unregenerate ypur work is to pass for nought, Take a tu-
berculosis patient ofit of the slums and treat him with the
greatest of care, give him all the adxfantagés that mediéé.l
acience can offer, wet him into a good condition, ‘then send
him back to live again in t.he'damp,.sordid atmosphsre of the o
‘tenement roam in a house that is known to be infested with
the disease ferm and it will not be long before he is in as
bad a condition as he was before you took him a.iay, and all of
your effort has been wasted. Put him in one of the new
sanitary tenements where he can have plenty of fresh air and
sunshine and he will be able to take his place as a useful
member of society. Likewise ,talk as earnestly as you will to

the rich employer about his mordl responsibility in business
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and industrial life, show him what his duty is, rouse him to
the point where he recognizes the responsibility that restis
upon him and is determined to act in accordance with your
teachings, and then send him back into a business world that
does not recognkze the moral responsibility, is not eveh aware
of the moral issue involved, and the pressure that is brought
to bear on him is so great that he can not withstand it. Im-
mediately he sees that he must go to the wall if he follows
the dictates of hié newly awakened conscience. In the same .
way you may stir the heart of the humble laborer with your
appeal to the highest that is within his soul, you may quicken
his ideals, but when he returns to a home that is lacking in
comfort because economic pressure makes it impossible for |
him to earn wnough to meet the demands of his family, when he
feels the injustice of the system that giﬁes to him and his
fellows so little when he sees men who are worthless members
~of society having more than théy'can use, what chance is thers
that the stiring of his ideal nature will have any very vital
effect on his life., No, the Church must not cohtent itself
with striking at the evils as they exist in the 1life of the
individual. It must gb deeper and strike at them in their |
roots, It must go to work to bring about the transformation -
f%hat is s0 badly needed in our social organization, not nwrely'
by.worklng through the consciousness of the individual but by
assambling all‘bilits powers to form an instution which shall
work as an 1nntrumant which has for its deflnlte purpose the
accompliahment of a social revolutlon. |

This conception of the part that the Church is to play
naturally involves a radical change in the conception of the

fanction of the Chur@h, and puts on it burdens that are con-
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trary to the traditions of centuries. It is no longer an
instrument whose function is that of creating a semtiment in
the individusl mind but rather an organization that is to -
work with the larger groups of society with the definite in-
tention of moving them to adopt the social program which meets

the requirements of the -Church. Not halfway measures does it

call for, not. merely the removal of some of the ills of society

and the alev1at10n of others, but a thorough-going and radical
revolu’olon of society, a new start on ang entlrely ne# basis,
This program may cadl for an attempt to strike at particular
and glaring evils which are the result of the present econohic
thawr system but it is understood that these are merevly
tentative moves intended to call attention to the general
rottenness of the present system, and but preparing the ;Walgy
for the more thorough-going move that it hopes to congtﬁng.lte
The doctrinaire supporters of this theory efen opposé sﬁdi |
attempts on the part of the Church as a waste of energy which

shoudd be devoted directly to securing the larger end, Natural- |

ly the advocates of this view are radicala in their social
theories and there are many of them who would gladly see the
Churchmakm common cause with the Socialists or with the

labor movement in general

There arem " of: wcourse, other programs proposed for the
work of the Church which come somehere between the two |
just described. They vary as to the mixture of either element,
Some are dominated by the - realization of the need of a rad-
ical change in the social order, but also see the necessity

of having thé Church e¢ling to the method of working on the
individual consciousness. Others are prlmar;ny 1nd1v1duahstbc

in met.hod but are tinged with & *'-;"‘endency to work by accial

. means. To the wrlter the problem ) reaenta itgelf as. follows., L
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Q& There are two great realities in human existence,-- the human
soul and human society. It is the function of religion to
save both, In the first place the Church is the priest; it

 has the duty of ministering to the needs of the individual

spirit. It must deal with the hopes and fears, the aspirations
and the doubts of men and women. It must interpret for them
the ideals of their innermost life; must be ready to offer
comfort and peace to the soul that is weary and heavy laden;
courags to the spirit that is borne down by the weight of
doubt or sorrow; it must show the way along which the soul
of man can climb from degradation to the heights of purity
and nobility., The Church must be a great mother spirit,
ever ready for each child that comes to her torn and bleeding
from rhde contact with the world, she must be ready to receive
each child with a word that shall be suitdd to the particular
need of the moment. And in those moments of +trial and &n-
guish of spirit no amount of angry railing against the in-
justice of society,no matter how wedl founded that railing
m's;y*;bé,is going to ease away the pain and send forth the :
child with renewed strength and undaunted courage to fase omce
more the "@ria-ls and temptations of 1life. And these trials
and temptai‘.ioma.ra real, oh, very real! Nor are they all the
product of en;tiroﬁnent., 1“Howe‘vﬁer strongly man may urge the
social theory of sin if he will but look into his om s:m,
and face fairly what he finds within,he will knovw,. that the
ggbatest battles that the soul ‘of man has to 'fight‘a‘.re those
that are entirely"-hi'-dden‘wi%hin the deepest recesses of his

own being, and are entirely unrelated in their origin with
any social cause, Also he will know that defeat in these
soul-battles brings the keenest pain that man can know, and that
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relief for the soul that is thus torn is one of the sweetest
and most prized treasure that earth affords, The Church must
be prepared to administer that relief,and she can not do it
by the institutional method, by her treatment of society as
an organism. She can not deal with this soul in its agony
simply as a member of the genus homo. No,in her capacity as
priest the Church has a work to perform which no other
institution can undertake, No social perfection will quench
the thirst of the human soul for the living God. Robinson
Crusoe has religious needs which need to be satisfied just as
the tenement dweller on the East Side of New York has., The
Church must remember this, when she is revising her program
to meet the demands that the new call is making upon her. In
fact her function of priest is of far more service to the
cause of socidd justice than is at first evident. The
relation of the individual religious consciousness to the
demands for social righteousness is very close and intimage.
The two cam not rightly be separated. Just as the social
consciousness is highly moral and religious, so the religious
instinet that is properly gumided is intensel¥ social.

Religion must sgve society. This means that the Church
must find within herself the stern material that produced the
Prophets of old. It méhis that she must speak out boldly as did
Elijeh, John the Baptist,and Jesus, to denounce unhesitatingly
the wrongs of the times, She must develop within herself
the keenness of discermnment necessary to choose aright in a
time of chads., She must develop that strength which shall en-
able to follow the course which the voice of God commands no
matter what the consequences may be., How is she to exercise
this function of Prophet in the world of today?
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% was the burden of an earlier part of this paper to point
out the social unrest of the times , an unrest which will in-
evitably result in very radical social changes. There is bound
to be a social revolution whether the Church so wills or not.
Realizing, then, that these powerful forces arewsmsierxx under
way and that nothing can stop- them in their onward march,it
at once becomes evident that it is the part of the Church, -
if it is equal to the situyation, capable of grasping the
opportunity of doing one of the greatest servicea to mankind
that has ever offered itself- it is the part of the Church
to direct the course of these Social forces, to guide them
into the proper channels and so insure a result t.ba.t will
mark a distinct advance, a real step towards the establish-
ment of the kingdom of God. Without the influence of the
religious spirit the social reforms will be of né'_avail. Weo
learned long ago that mankind can not live by bread alone.
Where there is no vision the people perlah has prnved itself
true in more than one instance, The remarkable x:a;:gis have
been set forth showing that every attemﬂ" to astablish a
Ut0p1a, every attempt at community life, where the paOp],a |

£mng the communi ty have not, been bound together by tles of
religion, the attempt has falled but that on the other. M
where there has been a bond through religion, even thoug

that km religion has been of the cruder sort the commmty has

prospered. The same is certain to prove the case in the _
social recpnetfuétion that is to come, If the. spiritual forces
with which our social life is pulsing are to triumph over the
1mpendmg ma.tenalxm it must be through the gulda.nce of
1'915-@*11- Left to,thamselves these spiritual powers may turn
1nc§ea.aingly in the iirection of material ezxpregmon and ul-



timately lose thedr vigor because the richer life has been -
lost sight of. It is the takk of the Church to avoid any

such result, There are these two great streams in the life

of the world and they are flowing together to form one. It is
the task of the Church to see that the resulting stream gives
to each curreht its proper:place. The two currents are not, as
is s0 many times supposed,-antagonistic. Rather they are
complementary, each is necessary to the life of the o’ohér.

In the first place the Church must hurl its anathemas
against « the injustices of the economic system., From its
‘pulpits should ring forth in words that sting ps did those
of Iaaia.h,condemation of the unequal distribution of the
worlds wealth. It is as morally wrong to-day and as abhorrent
in the sight of God to se:l the needy for a pair of shoes as
it was in the days of Amos, At every point in the industrial -
system whepe t.here is a clearly defined moral issue involved
the Churkh' mist come forth ‘and in the plainest of wirds point
out that moral issue and: tha path which men are to follow. It
is to raise its voice in protest against the extreme individual-
~ism of the times, and to show men that they are violating
the laws of humanity . the laws of God,when they think only of
self in shaping the cmrse of their life. "Skin the Publie
~or the Public will skin you" is the motto of many a man today. |
I heard it recently on the lips of a young man who ‘had spent
._'-iiﬁvéral“yaars in one of our large Western State Universities
and I was ashamed of the institution that could develop such
ideas in the heads of its young men as well as ashamed of the
man who gave expression to the idea. I'é showed me, however,
very clearly the tendency of a large body of men in this
country, and I saw mose clearly thin ever the difficulty that
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the Church is going to have in driving these anti-social
ideas from the minds and hearts of people; also it showed me
the necessity of her ri'sing in her might to speak her con-
demnation of such views. Combined with this individualism
there is a materialism which can only be overcome by a gradual
infusion of ideals into the life of the times in an effort to
turn the dynamic streams which are .there from their grosser
courses into chamnels that shall stimilate the growth of a
finer 1life.

To accomplish these results is by no meana easy, and the
natural inertia to be overcome is immense, The doctnnaire
preacher who has no use for half-way mea.sures a.nd is determined
to force his theories down the throats of his hs&eners is |
grieved to find that they refuse to listen to hm,and leave
the Church., Then he , in his blindness, says, well we never
could do angthing with a gpoup of people like that anyway. It
is well that they have gone? We will now bukld up a Church
which shall be really ; ogressive.’ By thut he means that fhe
will gather about him 4 few people who happen to share his
economic theories. All the time he has forgotten that the ’
very end that he vnshes to accomplish is being frustra&ed, The
people whom he has driven out are the very ones whom he wants |
to talk to. They are the ones that need socializing and vnoﬁl
the little group that he gathers when the othé,rs have -ffgone.
These already ghare his views., If he had but been patient,;._had
‘tried to lead instead of to drive,he might have been able to
bring those people around to his way of thinkihg. The minister
mgkes a great mistak_e who tries to feed his people constantly
with the social gospel, He is defeating his own purpose. I
remember hearing a man tell of the greatest sermon that he had

o
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ever heard. Te was a Socialist of a fervent type, and had
gone to the @ity Temple, London, to hear, as he expected, a ser-
mon dealing with social injustice. Mr. Campbell came in and
opened his sermon by telling the great congregation that he

had prayed before he left home that he might preach the great-
est sermon that he had ever preached. Then he want on with
‘what his hearer described as a "wonderful appeal to the
universal heart"; the social field he lefit behind him and
dwelt as only Mr. Campbell can on the great and stirring truths
which lie at the heart of religion and which find a desp re-
sponse within the soul of every man. And 6 Socialist as he was,
the man who recounted thks story 4o me said,that he realized
that he had listened to something that was far more valuable
 to the cause that Aay next his heart than any words bearing
directly on that subject could have been. It had ‘taught him
& great lesson, h one that it would be well for those who
have arrived at the pomt where they can talk of nothing but
the economic change that they find mperatlve would do wall

 to learn, S e
Today We hear much of the ® Minister and Sécial' serviee |
. The young minister is adv1sed to know thoroughly the clty in
which he is to minister so that he can make it one of the toola
with which he is to work, This calls for great ac‘oivi‘ey on the
part of the mmster, a.nd no doubt there is great need of the
mimster in the soczal life of the city. He can take part in
many of its activities and help to guide the courso of events.
__He can thus be instrumrantal in bringing about a great ma.ny,
much needed reforms. But this kind of work on the part of the
m1mstar is not. without attending dangers. It is not always
the doer who accomphshes the most for society; frequently it
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it is the seer, The man who spends his energy in flying about‘

the city can not be expedted to feed his people on Sunday
with the bread of life. Or rather the man who can do both
is very rare indeed. Most of us must make a choice between the
two kinds of é.ctivity. There is naed-_ for:bot.hi. In this day
of action when every one wants to seevth_e results of labor in
tangible form the value of the work that ‘the preacher does is
often underestimated. People do not stop to consider that The
great movements of history have been thos e that have moved
by slow methods. The childish mind wants things to move quickly
and is impatient if it can not see results. The realization
of thek true method of progress through the gradnal infusion
of ideas and ideals into the life of the world, the gradual
t.msformatlon of institutions to fit ideas, 18 a recent.
aehlevement of the human mind, It must be borne in mmd when we
are judging the effieiency of different methods of work. We
must not be led astray by the ac‘bwlty of t.he.m;mst.er who
devotes his energy to social service, for in the long run

the results accomplished by such a man may be meager by .the
side of those accomplished through the lofty ideals that the
preacher has infused into the public mind. Frequently the
minikt.er who devotes his energy to the activity of social
service becomes .llbat in the detailé and loses s;@t of the
end for which he is working. The service becomes an end in
itself whereas it should be regarded only as a means, B

| Perhapa the most s:tgmflcant. feature of the present
social status as we saw it in the earlier part of th1s ,
paper was the md%;,ng chasm between the classes of society,
More and more society tends to divide itself into two distinct

classes,~the mm small but powerful class of employers and the -
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employed. We saw how conditions tended to widen the gulf that
saparated them, It is in'relation to this division in the
ranks of society that must be & determinative factor .Religion
as a universal element in human life should xxm be made a
unifying prmca,ple Its aim should be to bring harmony out
of the discped &in society. This ,qf course, it can do only
on a bakis that id true to' the idesals of religon. No compro=
mise can it tolera.te smply for the purpose of securing peacs.,
The unity at which it is to aim is ethical as well as social, |
for a unity which is based on any thing other than justice is
| only vmgren’c. and can not endure. The Church must remember
thia Skeep si@t of this aim in its attempt to work with these
two classes, This means that her attitude towards both classes
must be one of sympathy It mst be based on an understanding
of thespomts of view, Undoubtedly the Church will have to
be very severe in its condemmation of mnyféf f,he methods of
Capital; it must speak out fearlessly where ¢ ever there is a
violation of the moral laws., But this does not mean that the
Church  can not be sympathetic in h&r attiﬁﬁds towards the
members who compfiée this class, Shé can understand that
they are the victims of ‘eircumstances as well as are the
people at ‘the other end of the soc;va‘ scale, she can under- .
stand the weaimasa of hxmxan ns,turﬁ, and . appreciate the motives
that mspire the Cap:tt.ahat in hns en’oerpnses. Reahzmg
‘that she doas understand ) the C’apztalut may be more 6pen, more
ready to listen to what the Chirch has - to fol1 h1m. Through

vher mfluence he may come to know soime of the real con-

ditions of the poor who have seemed 80 remte from him." If
khe Church could but help the empolyers to an unders‘c.andmg
of the employed sha would have served the cauae ‘of brother-




o 65.
hood a—srea%—seedwﬂ )

oo When we considered the aliemation of the people from the
Church ,the thing which struck us most forcibly was that the
laboring class is the one farthest removed from ghe influence
of the Church. While the rich are not over—loyal they are
better represented in the Church than are the poor. The |
strength of the Church at present lies in the middle class,
The most important question for the Church to consider at the
present time is its relation to the poor ~to the laborers. It
is there that it has failed most signally and it is in that
.direction that there lieg the greatest possibilities of success,
The :Church ought to be the champion of '.the poor. It is
ever the duty of %k religion to concern itself with the
down-trodden. And beyond this, if the Church is going to
have any distinct influence on the future it must get a hold
on the laboring class., It is evrident. from the‘progress‘ that
the laboring man is making, from the rapidity with which he is
wakening to the realization of his needs and is throwing off
the bonds of ignorance and is breaking f orth from hks confined

- sphere to take his place as a world power, that his attitude
towards the Church, is going to be a powerful factor. in
determining the efficiency of the Church as an institution.
Some critics go so far as to say that the 1aboring clziss is
‘destined to become doninant and that the veryrlife of the
Church depends on its proving to this rising class that reh—-
gion as it is organized in the Church is necessary to the
life of society, The Church must win the confidence and

_ support of the laboring class if it is to be a power in the
future, How is she to do this? |

Much energy has been devoted to the study of this subjedt
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and there is wmabundant literature on the subject, It is

not possible to give any definite program for the Church to
follow, 'Only actual practice and time can tell us what course
will prove best. Still there are certain general lines that
can be pointed out as offering the best direction of action
for the Church to take., ,

We saw that the reasons given for the aliemation of the
laboring man fram the Church rested upon his conviction that
the Church was not concerned with his interests, but was
rather the institution of the Capitalist class, He is not
wholly wrong im his conviction. The boasted democracy of
the Church has only tos often been mere talk, Many times the
Church not only has been neglectful of the interests of the
laboring man but has teken steps which have had the effect
of excluding the poor man from its doors. Its organization and
method of support by rental of pews have made it impossible for
‘the poor man to take ® place in its life that his pride aad
natural manhood require. The @hurch has been unduly in-
fluenced by the interests of its wealthymembers, and frequently
the minister has been but the tool of some rich man, New
the Church is trying to rid its life of this stain and im '
. bagir;@ng; to manifest a real interest in the lsboring ma.n;fi?t:
trying to,restore his confidence, This of course it can not
do so long as it does not have the laboring men to talk to.-

To preach a sermon on the idealism of the Labor Movement tox a
congregation of professional men and merchants may do them
good by helping them to a new mdarst;andinéncf the movémer;‘b, and
80 indiresctly fork benefit to the labbr vcause , but it will

not do.much to restore the confidence of the laboring man

because he is not aware that such a sermon }is been preached.
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No, if the Church is going to reach the laboring man it must
go out after him and assure him, in his own place, that the
Church has his interest at heart; not merely that it con-
cerned with the state of his soul, but that it is determined to
see that he does not have to spend his life in a dark tene-
ment home where he and his family are deprived ef all those
things which make home 1life real; that it is determined that
his children shall not be deprived of childhood's right of
play. In a word the Church must convince the laboringman that
it realizes that the right of this economic siruggle is on
the side of the workingman, and thut he camfx find in the
Church an effieient instrument with which to work for the
accomplishment of his ends. The Church must invite the
laboringmen to cJopera.te with it to bring about those changes
which human justice demand. Mr. MacFarland, in his address
to the students of Yaie Divinity School, offers some véry Ga
| practical fxxr tkm suggestions for the mork of the minister in o
this connection. He tells the young men to whom he &s speaking
that they must go out among the workingmeh and get their ,
.point of view; go to the meetings of their-organi‘z’ati_;_Ons:,¥~'3M |
meet them in their homes and in their work. Then when you have
got tkﬁir point of view talk to them from that point of contact
Mr MacFarland is confident, as are all of us, that there is
something 1n the soul of ‘every man which will reapond to the
highest 1deals of religion, if his soul can but be reached
- through the proper channel. There is plenty of idealism in
the laboring man to make him a fit subject for religices
training, but he is not going to respond to the training that
is offered by an institutbmn which he feels is hostile to
®is every interestsbut that of his soul. Convince him that it

is not merely his spiritual interests but his economic as well
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that you are interested in and once more you will find him
in your ranks.

@rit is in this work of finding a point of contact that the
Institutional Church finds its reason for being,--and this,
to me, is its only excuse for being. The work that these
Churches are performing is not the true fimction of the Church,—
admirable as is the work itself; but as long as they furnish an
avenue of approach to the masses which would not otherwise be
open we can have nothing but praise for them. They offer one
means through which it is possible for us to show the peo le
that the Church is in earnest in its efforts to meet the needs
of the poorest memhers of society, and a_o0 do something to
restore confidence in the Church as an ipstitution, The
recent movement called the "Men and Religion Forward M8vement"
while viewed with suspicion in some quarters as a move on tle
part of the monied interests to quiet the growing discontent by
doing away with 8% of the morem glaring evils which mark
the present economig, may ,after all prove the first step
towards an awakening on the part of tle Church which shall
result in a renewed confideamce in its powers and its intentiops.
As keen an observer as Wr. Washington Gladden hails it as
the most significant and hopeful movement of the generation.

It is very evident that the leaders of the (hurch will
hage to be guided in their attitude towards the situation
largely by the practical demgnds of the case. Theory must be
moulded by practice. We have been speaking of the Church
as though it wer= a unit, and that all that was necessary for
it to do to accomplish its purposes was to turn as a person
and direct all of its energies in that particular direction.

This, however, is far from being the case. Denominationalism
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is‘ perhaps the greatest obstgcle in the way of eBfective |
work on the part of the Church. It directs their energies
into wrong channels. Each sevt is concerned with perpetuating
its own life and so has no strentgth left with which to take
up the social battle. Though there are same indications of
a growinﬁ unity among t.he churches=- -such as the movement
nxlggg;:gn& in they last paragraph- it seoms improbable that
any very radical change in that line will take place in the
near fut.uré. We shall have to labor aeayx as bekt we can under
the handieap of efforts that are not céordinated.‘ Pérhaps the
blind attempts on the part of so many bodies may lead some one
of them to stumble on a way thé.t will prove efficient, |

With the Church, das with all the '%ents the are con-
cerned in advancing the general welfare,ﬂis at bottom one that
deals with the social Question rather than with separate
social problems, and the Church_ should concern itself with
these individual problems only to the extent that it feels is
'neceasa,ry for the advancement of the lgrger ends in view. It
must. not forget, however, that the agitation concerning par-
ticual problems is a very effective means of creating a sen-
tlxggng,sof forming public opinion, and also that it provides
a methbd of approach.to the interests of the people. Work to
. Egcure ‘laws on housing conditions, child labor, Sunday labor,

\ »r;sxs'w., if these things are gomg to further the mterests of
a better organization of society. On the other ha.nd the Church
must not become so lost in the details of philanthropic work
‘or the plans of a local reform that it loses sight of the
ultimate goal. It must see all in the 1ight of the desireds
. "Kingdom of God". Likewise its interest in active social work

‘must not cause it to forget the effect which ideals have on
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society. It must remember the subtle way they have of working,
quietly spreading from the individual into whose hear6é they have
been instilled, and laboring iz}éociety with & determination
to conquer the worlpfor their own. In their suhtle way they
affect wven those who are not aware of their existence,

The great and crying meed is for men who shall have in
them the qualities of leaders combined with that insight which
shall enable them to see ke clearly the crisis which the Church
is facing,and the work that she may do in the transfyromation
that is to take place. The cry is for men who have confidencs,
who have an undying faith in the essential goodness of human
nature and the ultimate triumph of the ideals which haw ever
beckoned xmr humanity onward and upward. Above all the cry is
for men who have confidence in tle Church itself. Not a blind
unseeing féBih that sgys the Church is without fault, but a
loving faith that sees the mistakes that the Chmrch has made,
sees wherein she is weak, and yet believes in her cause, and
in her power to rise to meet the demands of the occasion,
They will have to be men who are capable of walking in the face
of opposition such as the Prophets of old had to face, They
must set their faces steadfastly forward keeping their eyes
ever on the goal that theyhave set for the Church, and they
must not falter no matter what the consequences may be, There
are always mex such men ready to respond to the demand. The
very need gives hhem the qualities which are required., &mim
Can the Church enlist these men in her service? Can she con-
vince them that she does offer the greatest opportunity of
gservice that is open to the man of spirit today? I believe
that she can. I am coneinced that in spite of the gloomy out-

look at the presen’. time the Church is destined to perform a



b
work in directing the social forces of the age which shall be
comparable to the best that she has done in times past. The
result will mean new life for herself, new strength for the
principles which she supports, a deeper and righer religion
than she has known before. History has shown us that the
movements that have fused political groups and have conse-
quently resulted in a mingling of ideas and an interchangs of
religious expérience, have produced the richest religions,
Religions have grown by a process of synthesis. One of the sisia
things that that is to mark the social movement of our times
is the fusionthat is taking place. As never before the world
is discovering itself to be a whole, recognizing that it is
essentially one body. Along with this fusion that is going on,
along with this growth of a world consciousness ,there must
inevitably come a mingling of idea$ and ideals. The conscious-
ness of the larger field of life stimulates the growth of
id-als; the period of unrest calls them constantly before Lhe
mind. They are ever subjected to new fires, ever purified and
ennobled. And so from the period of chaos and blind strugkle
there is to emergs a new consciousness, a mse religion which
shall have gained in purity and strength because of the
trials that it has endured, and the result for the world will

be a new and quickened growth for the life of the spirit.,





