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.l'b.l. Qlmrch g .i.bl. social Ouest,ion. 
r' 

Introdugtion~ 
Everywhere today there is aristng the cry that the Church 

is losing its hold on the world. • :&re told that as an in-

ati tution it is now turning all of ita::e~ergies to preserving 

its life rather t~ to furthering the ends which it was bro~ 

forth to serve abd that, in as much as _lt, is no longer ministe:r­

ing to the needs whi_ch ·called it into being, it~ no- furthff· 

claim upon society. When an institution becmies an end~ 

itself and losee sight of its-function of senic.,, or becomesA 

through any cause of satisfying the demands that society· makes 
. . 

upon it the time has come whe11 that ins ti tuti on .rt be relega t. \ ~ 

ed to the scrap-heap. This, say the clamorous y~ices_ frmi 

many quartet8,, is _now the place for the Chµrcll";· lt IJlU,t give 
J,<•' 

~p its poa·ition and take its place along wi~ the other wom-
out institutions as a relic of the past. Ita usefulneaa baa, 

If . 

come to an end and it must cease -to encumber society. 

Along with this cry that the Chur~(has now become a .dead _ 
•;',/ r 

weight on the life of society, that it has become a hi~• 

to the .. progre,ll~_ and growth·_ of human life,, there arises a cry 

t.ba.t is even ~re terrible. and fo~odlU~. Frm ~ quarters 

we }p,ar it shouted:that r~iigi.on, the verf ~ng r'or whi® t.he 
~urch has -at,ood, that element in human life which baa gi~en 

t.o the organization which represented its interest.a & ;~si-
• .. 

. tion in the world which .has enabled it to wield a lligbty in• 

fluence and to become one _of the directing fo:rtlea in the life 
. -

of a90iety, this element is not after all., a. reality but a fiS-

ment, ot men's braina, a refined superstition, and as such it 

is destinecl to play_ an ·incrusingl.y inferior part in the life 

· of mankind until it baa been eiitirely outgrown and has vW.W 
. . _:·}t'.\ . . .. ·,; ~ 
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from the face of the earth. Religion, we are told, an~ a re• 

ligious interpretation of life ar" fas:t; giving away before a 

materialistic philosophy and outlo+ life. Religion a.nd the 

institution that represents it &re doomed to death. . . 

If these c~ were but the ineff actual blbblings of the 

discontented spirits who are ever ready: t~ look upon the 

darkest side and read their o~ pessimism into the world 

upon which they look we mi(9lt afford to disregard, th.era. · But 

~uch is not the case. The criticism of the Church is by no 

means confined to a limited number of lm.duly harsh judges. 

It bas permeated the whole of society to a remarkable extent 

and:-bae become ingrained in the life of some of the classes. 

Not only are those who stand ori the outside and off er their 

cri t.ici~, severe in their condemnation of the Church but 

also those who are within its walla,-those whose every inter-
, . 

eat is bound up .witb.,that of the Church, are relentless in 

disclosing the weakness of the institution. In the aame 

way the ·,,ta~nt that religion itself is losing its hold on 

peop.le does not come~ such aa 1-"t:S f.hemielves• given 

1, 1
,
1up -as supe~tition, but also from ~p who haY;'/,upreme , 

faith· in ita: ~a;l.~~ and tb.e necessity of ii: ln the,life;·ot DBD 

but who are dis~d by the present outlook. '!'heir ad:J:-t-1 
is not 'Iii thout some foundation. The student of the BU. . 
is surprised to fi~~:-the exlerit to ·which tlMt, .,,eriali~'. 

. ..·j'" .. - '•:;.,.···. 

\he times has perme~ted the inner lives of the -peopt•·•: atjfi:is 

astonished to see the hold that a ·ma.terialiatic vie;: -of iife 
baaed on a reading of popular science has ~l~ e~en upop 

the people of the working classe-a. lloat ·of the dis·courag--nt 

in this dir,e.t.ion, however, arises from:a contused notion:of 
. . ~ . ' 

the nature: ~t· t•:\igion~ Botp theae ·who are lamenting the: 

::-_ti}j.k~. · 

·~i 

! 
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decline of religion and those 'who are p~oclai~ng :themselves 

non,religious make .the mis,take of :identifying religi-on with 
. ' . 

the traditional teachings of . the ~urch, that is, with creed 

and do@}DB,~ We now see that religi_ori is much broader than· 

this and in some circles we are even ~giing to recognize 

that ft, is not in~ompatible with a seien~ific interpretation 

of the universe which many would pronounoe atheistic. It is 

one of the tasks of the modern thinker to :become clear in 
' ! ·"F!' .'. . 

his own mind on thie. distinction between re~_igi-on and do@JDS, 

and to help the rest of the world see that_ a man is ·~ot 

necessarily irreligious because he can notsubacrd.~ to a par-. ' . r' '. t 

ticular intellectual formulati~n of religion. 

In Germa.Il'J this philosophical materialism ~s made ._. _ . 

headway more rapidly than elsewhere, and from there comes the 

report tha~ ~e Church bas· lost all hol~ on _the peoJ?l&. The . 

m.en of that country say that the Chur<lb,j. is tor the women and 

qhildren and they themselves t~e, psactically no part in its 

, l,~fe. ·qonditions have come to the peint where the educated 

. · ~ who goes to England ia surprised :to find that· so many 
:, ;;}j!::i/::/:• : ,. ' ·, ' ' . 
, MPl~ .go to church, and when we consider t~e way in which ·ttut 

, : ,1,·: "'. '. :~ ~ ·'• · 11' 

peoplJ~f~:~!~ ·~an~:'i _ have tallen away from the Church we are 
·:,,11!1:,:;,,·, • fi!ii"' ': •t···:'1 . 

~~· stffit~i-.s.ed ~f,:,:hear fro,m ae~ythat Socialism has a: f~pr, 

~pla C)n the pe~ple than the chl.u'ches have. Consideri~~: 
'_.', 'i ' ' < • '• 

· question of cburch·at~ndance Mr. R.J. Campbell sp,aka as: 

follows:. . 
We··· ar. e .. today, confront.ad ey the star.·.·· tling. fa..c\ tba. t in mctically_e1'9tY ~t of Cbriat.endOii~ QTer-
whe· · ~.major;ty of the pop.ulat-io·n·. ia, al1enated 
from Ohr1stlam ty as _represented J:~v. t~. chur~cbes • 
I,,.n· .. • .. ·our .own c. Otm.try···. n.,·e· ar .. ly .. ae··,v•n·•·," .. '.··•t1ve p.er .. ,ce.nt. of · .the..£.~pttla tJ. on. ren111i111 perma. neritl_y out ot touch ri th , ,or.- · · zed relip,on. ··. Broadly- ·•~iliM,, it- is true· 

. . : -~t, q~iy a section ot the midille class ever at-tend 
: ! :~ at all; tie workers, aa a b·ody,absent them-

a-.il.·: ... 1,: .. ,. .. iL th.•.,,•.; ... pro. te~sio.•,1-: and.··• upper clas. ae_ a do the .. . :: .'t·t11Pt :
1
,0 Vfry long a11go, attendance at church - .. 

'•:· ,,,:; ; ;· I <'• iJ\ .. ' • 
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was held to be a social necessity, a sort of ball -
mark of respectability; ·it is not so now. A pro­
fessional or business man can be just as sure of 
success without church-gQ_ing as w1 th it; noi stimna, 
at-taches to absention. -The artisan class not only 
remains aloof from, but even ~ontemptuous of,churdhes 
and preacher~;- no am>eal ever produces so much as · a ripple on me sur?ice ·of their indifference. 

France and Italy are likewise described as presenting discour­

aging con di ti ons. Though not as bad as Germany they are worse 

off than England. The rest of the continent tells a similar 

tale of alienation of the people from the Churcn. In JDa.ny 

cases the people are nominally members of the Ca'\holic ·church, 

but attend only enough to escape excomnunication. 

To ascertain the conditions in our own country we have 

but to look around us. A surprisingly small portion ,of our 

population goes to church, and a large portion of those who do 

go are wo~fully indifferent. They seem to go more from a 

matter of habit, or a sense of duty than from any feeling of a 

benefit to be derived· front it. Statistics on the subject of 

~~ch attendance in our country iar~ not easily obtained, but 

,.,ugh material can be ~to.substantiate the statement that 

· •::ihe Church has lost its hold on the people. Dr. Washingt;on , 

'Gladderf:eay~,,"Jhat •the proportion of wage workers in our ~ch-
- - ' . _~,:~ ~-~.~·~~~ ~~ 

es.;ia d!Jii-'.-lfing!, .. and Rabbi Hirsch comes out with. th~:.:.: . · 
' ' . . . ' 

etronge,ir::a.ta.nt that. •the masses hawe been eliminated f;tlljlu 

· ·· .the Churches.f-: From Dr. Thanas comes the"following ; "SGDehow 
,; -

the Churches-have lost ·their hold upon ·the confidenee:,8JIIIPa-J. 

thies, and almosi. . .-:the. respect of the· laboring people. I asked 

a leader of a un~on of tl)ree hundred members ··bow -.ny attended 

Church •. 'Practically DQfft' he said. 'A few women may go. but, 

not· a dQ.zen men a year.:~• Jn a bo9k published in 1905 ( The 
' 

Church and. tb.e _Social bQbtui, by S, •. Plantz.) the following ,is 

gi,,en: · 

;.i, 

ii\;; 
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The' best statistics show that :there are in the 
United States fifteen-million mem betwee12 sixteen 
and thirty-five years, and of .theae"" six million· 
are more or less in touch with the unurch, and 
nine million are almoat wntirely out of touch with 
it, Protestant or Rcmm Catholic, and that the 
Tut majority of the nine ._Jlilli,on are worki~n.--­
I,t is said t~at. in New York, o;.it oa a popµ.atlon. of 
over three 11111110n, only about ··two hundred and fifty · 
thousand go to Church -0n Sunday.----Mr. Bok of the 
~ies lJoJ!le Journal,:.c~nduc~d an investi~tion in 
s1:x:ty c1 ties of the Um. ted States concenung the 
Church attendan<ie of young_men, and published bis 
results as follows:"Ohly about twenty two out of 
eyecy .hundred young men, taken at raild<1n in the 
cities.of.the.country, att,end church on Sun4,ay.• 
As &n 1nd1cat1on of :how little the· Ch.urOh. 1s. reach-. 
ing_ the la.boring m_en take• the . following: •In New 
York, whiJ>e two hundred thousand people, mostly 
lab_orers, moved in below _Fourteenth st_re_et_'->_ .. seventeen 
Protestant Churches moved out,• beoall(Je tney could 
not sustain their congregp.tiona. In all our cities 
many of our Churches are selling out and ·J!10Ving ~o . 
the suburbs~ for they can not maintain t,be1r audi­
ences; and yet the population of the 4Q1Rl-town dis­
tricts has never been so dense as to-day. 

The Catholic Church fa.res as badly as does the Protestant. The 
. , 

large numbers of this Church are maintained by the constant in-

flow of inmigranta a large per cent. of whom leave the Church. 

as soon as they have become Americanized. Statistics sho,- that 

/1'()re than half' of the membership of the Catholic Church in 
<"t :i-~~~ff~:,: 
this country _is transitiry, that is, they come in frCJ'.!l abroad 

1/.tarn ~in,. __ f or a few years in the church and then pass on _a.nd 

their P1Jl,1 are filled by more rece~t arrivals. Prof. Robi.ri 
: ~~y, 

Uark Yenley makes the statelllent ·that ninety· per cent. of tlJ.e: 
. ·_.•· . "' JplC: _'. 

. ~ldren of Catholic ·iRllligr&nts leave the Catholic ~. 

AJ,td vdien these great hos\s of imnigrants do leave . thefr-~if 
Church , with but f aw exc.epti oms ,it is not to_ find a·. place· in 

some other. They gat to join the ranks of ta• im-ChU19ched. 

City and country a~ike are affected. S<m.e.ti-.es we are apt 

to lay the blame· tor tke lack of interest in the ehurch to the 

· attractions of City ~Jf-,~ lt is true that there Js~ a very def• 

init,e. relation 'b,i;.nen \he conditions which are responsible 
.f}Yt ; . :, . -
;,!_ _\;' 
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·for the life of our great cities~and the lukewarm attitude_ 

towards the Church, but that the trouble goes deeper than the 

mere fact that people are living together in great cities_ 

where the many -activities takes thet• attention away fr0& the 

Church becomes apparent when,, the.report reaches us from a 
,, / 

little country town of eight-h.undred inhabitants that the 

Methodist Church never has a congregation of · more than four ~i 

on Sunday evenings, and that the. other· Ohurcbe·s ta:re but 

little better. The Catholic Church in this particular town has 

gone to its grf.Ve and the building has been converted into a 

dwelling house. In· the morni~ the attendance is somewhat 

better but even then the combined congree71tions of the four 

Churches would pot fill any one of the Churches. In this 

aame town but twenty years ago all of the churches were crowd• 

ed both morning ·and evening. The attention that all denominaA-
. . 

tions are giving to ·the problem of the rural church is an 
'• 

indication of the extent to which these churches have felt 

the effect of failing interest and active support. 
~·:~-- , 

·. : These are the conditions that have called forth the 

;':i)i:Jtfts,ent criticism of the Church. Here we are brought face to 
_·jf~:·".\~ . . 

· face-,.witj}i)icta which we can not itnore; face to fa-ce with a 

1,dtuat1J'1iob calls for a. great lleart searching on the 

part of th~ Jlhurch, and demands that eYery loyal son, every-

one who has oonfidence in the vital part whicb.th~--ffllurch and 

religion have .. l\•yed in· the life of mankind, anrl' fai~ in the 

possi.bili ties --that still inh~re in it for uplifting mankind, 

1'uat give his moat care!~' co~ideratioif 'and all of his ener­

gies with a view to meeting the dema.nda of ~;~i,tuation in 

such a way that lil society shall not be allowed to clepriYe 

herself of ,the litti1,lfl for.eee -which we know to reside bi 

religio[\,ami-.,in religi,n as toe Church is. a&Pf.~~• ·of mi¢•1•::. 
. ,. ..._{J~f:I:.!itl, ·_<.:J:: --i~:::~ji~t:\~~.i:\i, 
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ing it. It is a situation that calls for a free and open mind, . 
one that is ready to- face facts as they really exist and to 

work in accordance with those facts. It requires men who are 

capable of analysing the trouble, of getting at the heart of 

the trouble,-aeers who can look beyond the present and see 

with clearness the things that ought to be; then it requires 

men of courage who will have the boldness and the strength to 

refashion the Churc~--so that it can ~,:11}&de to meet the de­

mands of the times,- doers who shall have the might to bring 

into reality the visions of the seers. 

When·exieting conditions force themselves upoj. our atten­

tion we naturally seek an explanation of the facts that are 

presented to us. What ia 'responsible for the chalJging attitude 

of the world towards the Church? Why is it losing its hold 

upon people? We turn with· these q\lSriee to those critics who 
, 

brought the facts to our notice and ask them for an explanation 

of the state of affairs. The answers that they give vary in 
with 

accordance_slo:t the place that the critic holds in the life 

oJ. society • These seem to resolve themselves into two claaaes. 

Ji.rat there are those who criticize the Church from the· stand-
~. • • I • ' 

po(~:;~t.)nodem learning. 'l'hn tell us that the Church is 
: __ •.• · .... . _ _ · with 

trying tl)' offer men a religion which is out of sympe.:u and . 

even antaeffisti.c t.o,the best intellectual life of~. ti••• 
and that naturally enough when men find that they can ~ot·re­

late the teachings of the ·Church with those of science and ex­

perience as they ·.know it in their· own liTes ,"tW: can .not be 

expected to h,.ve much use for the eburch. 'lldtf cl.&ae of critics. 

inaiat that the Church must purge its intellectual life of 

the dross that has collected about it in tm course of the 

:J:t;i&gea, and must effer to·men a religion that is:·progresaiYe ancl:.;:· 
-,, . . ·. i~~;Atr1it 
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abreast of the times in its intellectual content, and its 

interpretation of the religious experience. Then, they assure u 

us, our churches will onca more be thronged and the · inf'luenc, 

of religion on the life of the world attain the point which it 

really deserves. Their criticism is valid and their sugges-

tion worthy of at'9ntion, but evidently it does not get at the 

root of the matter for we find that the liberal Churches which 

do embody in their teachings a religion clarified by the re-

sults of modern science al'll)method are not thronged any more 

. than are the orthodox Churches• nay more, they · do not seem to 

be as successful as the orthodox ciurches in reaching the 

mass of 'the people. The view of these critics is one-sided 

&tn must be supplemented by that of the second class, which 

is much larger in numbers and influence than the first. This 

claas of critics says that t,he condition ot the Ohureh to-day 

is the direct result of ; the ·social status ,of. the tbriea, arid 

of the attitude which ,the Church has taken in regard to this 

social sittiation. It is with this second criticism and thia, 

<•~~~ claas of critics that this paper has primarlXl.y to deal. 

'~;-~.:,~:tirat criticism will concern us only as it is related to 
:.:.r'.t.:-:: · ·. _ , . · 
the' e~cond. Upon having gone over the field the writer finds 

·himself~,:ing more weight-to the objections raised by :these. 

critics~>-~·proacb the matter from the social StandPQint 

than he would previously have accorded them. Also many of 

their sugge·attons as to the line upon which the Chu,reh.must 

proceed,if it is to cope successfully with the situation,seem 

more necessary as the issue becomes mor& c_learly defined. 

We turn, then, to a consideration of the situation that bas 

convinced these critics that the failure ~f the Church is due·~. ,, 
·._ ·, ' 

the present 80'4~ cg~ tiona and th. e Churche's relation to .. ~1c.{\tt.~,Y 
.tbern.. ...,~,.&u>c<C,.,'c,.,... ' ' ... ' ' " ,_, ,,, • ; Iiii~A~i~il 
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Present Social Qond,itiona. 

To-day the great miner's strile is demanding the atten­

tion of the world. The interest that it arouses and the dis-

cussion that centers about it are typical of our times. Social 

and economic probiems hold the center of the stage. From the 

millionaire to the cobbler in his little shop talking with his 
' 

•comrades• we think in social terms, and talk hours, wages, 

stocks, and strikes. We look upon life from a standpoint that 

is entirely different from ~1;-of a gen~ration ago. Obsene 

the change that has taken place within the l&S@ :few years in 

the chara~ter of ~e short stor'ies in our magazines. The 

popular fiction he·ro and the conventional heroine bf;Ye been 

driven out almost ·entirely by the entrance of the char~cter 

who presents a social problem. Study the productions in the 

field. or art, ex~ine the plays that are calling forth cqmnent. 

ar,ld we· find that _all of these are saturated 1!1th a newly 

awakened social consciousness. - So ra:pidly has this new spin\ 

· taken bold of ou:r thought that already we find some men 

. <nff'e-t,).ng an economic interpretation of history. They would 

. ·. . . .. ·_:·.,'.. ·t ,-·ha•~C .. re~i te tae· history of the human race and find the 

._1.tion!>tor all of its varied life in the flow of economic 

conditiotul·f}",lbat is responsible for this sudden a•akening, · 

of the soct:a.l spirit of mall? What has gi. ven ~ t an ilffllldi.&te 

and :tar-reaching hold on the consciousness of our t1mea.? 

Any good.account of the rapid industrial advsilce of the 

put few years will give us an answer to Qur queatiolli. The 

UDprecedehted economic developnent has acted aa a aearch-liglat 

bringi_ng into relief- conditions .t-}l&t ;JM.u hi tbesto ••soaped at­

tention. lt has ~c~ntU&ted dicf:tereDs-, ·brought ~ut contras~· 
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and forced our attention to center on these points. The 

picture that it baa revealed is tar from satisfying, and has 

brougb.t:many of us to our feet with a startled cry. 

We see before us a world rich beyond all computat-ion. The 

astonishing thoroughness with which man has, in a few ~hort 

years, conquered the powers of nature bas put within his 

hands_ means vdiich have enabled him to pr~uce_ wealth more 

rapidly than at any other period of the world•a history. In­

numerable new field,s and sources of supply have been openerl 

. Up to him, and he is busy evei5,here turning the we~th of the 

la.n.da_to his nn use. And yet, in a world that is richer than 

•••r before we find that the great mass of ~ind is still 

. sutfJring .in ~!want. PoYerty, instead of being on the wapie, is 

becoming more prev&lant than before. We frequently. hear .it 

stated that the rich are getting rieher and the poor getting 

poorer. ,While it may not be true that the poor are actuallym 

getting poorer it certainly is true· that they are relatiyely 

p91:r.~r IlOW than ever before. In proportien to· the total:, ot ~-
:i 'cc \; . ·- •_. , . . .. '·J-i-;J,, wqt~at. ~eal th they have less to-day than ever bet ore. Rn"·· ·~ 

York is considered to be the richest city in tbs world; aal 

yet eigb,i:',)P.Ut of ten who die within the limits of that city 

have to ~'.fur}tied at public expense in the potter's field~ 

Thie unequal distribution or wealth is the most striking .. rea-
- . 

ture· · of the situation. To giYe some idea of -the unequal way 

in which ·the wealth of our own country is distributed I give 

here the-:results of an investigation made by llr. G.K. Holmes. 

)1inety-one percent ot the 12,690 ,ll2 · familie1 or the 7 ftJ14 
-~,~try!\~ mor~_than 29 per c~n_t'.;~.f .t,he,wealth, and , ,._ 
m.ne per cent \)f the f amil1es own·, •bout 71 per cent 
-of -µie 11,alth,. )Ye are nOJJ pre~ to characterize 
the- ~noentrau1on of weal tli in the Uni tad States 
bv eta.ti~ that 20 per c~~- of it is owned PY 300 

·.o? 1 per· ·cent of: the tamJl1EUJ; .51 per cent ~ 9 _· 
p•;r c,e:p.t of the families( not including mill10-.iree) 
- . . ~ ;"' ~ . , . ' _ .. :'" : ~·· ·~ .. 
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and 29 per cent by 91 per cent of the families, 
About 20 per cent is owned by the poorer families 
that own farms and homes without inoum.blranoe, 
and these are 28 per cent of all the families. 
Only nine par cant is owned i tenant families: a­
t;&e peorer claeeeer e£ tJaa1.eat. MM 4JheiF-2-f&.1iilff""·J_ 
,- ltemN • 'As little as ti ye per cent of the natioDB 
wealth is owned by 52 per cent of the f~lies 1 
that js bf tenants alone. Finally,4 047 tmill1on• 
airesJ tam.ilies_J)ossess about seven tenths as much 
as dooll 593 887tamilies. ·rt bas been said that 
J~y GoulA ~e, during twenty-five yea.rs a.mi average 
or $4 000 000 a year, or 13 000 dollars a day; 
that Ar. *ockefeller has mac\e an aver~e of over_ . 
$35,000 a day for every working_]bl.y since he \,aga.h 
business for himself; and that7.lr. Carnegie had 
a_ ccumulated a fortune such that _whet}_l>.e · ·retired it 
brought him a daily inccrne of over '°°,ooo. 

These figures give an idea of the way that the wealth is 

distributed-but they can give no conception of the results 

of such a condition. Only he who ba:a bas been brought.face to 

face with the suffering of the poor, who has seen then,. r·ade 

away and die, or live a life that is worse than death and·. 

then has had occasion to contrast that life with the luxury 

of the rich to whom additional millions can br~ng no more 

satisfactions, except that of knowing that some one els, 

is deprived of those millions, only he who has seen this con­

t~st can realize what the figures mean in tenns of human 

value. With a develppnent of a maans of distribution which 

embraces the whole world and ought to be most effective in 
\ 

, ·secnr,ing __ just distribution we have such events as the follow-

ing ~-ing _place. 'Th,ere · is a terrible famine in India; the 

sutfering-is inconcei Table. One of the religious societies, 

the Bra.hmo Somaj, has with grett,t effort collected a few: 

hundred.dollars with which to work in relieving: the suffering. 

Two of their meml?ers undertake as'th~ir work the feeding of 

between two and three hunllred babies whose mothers can no 

-longer -give them the breas.t be-.use lack of nutrition has 

utterly dried up their milk. In· such desparate states a.re 
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o· 
these poor women that the men, as they :feed the babies, wli,Ae 

bodies have wasted away from hunger till they seem but skin 

and bone, have to observe the greatest care lest the mothers 

steal the small portion of milk and sugar allofd to each 

childr steal from their own starving children to satisfy the 

cravings which have·driven them beyond the point where human 

impulses and human love• mother love, ·have any influence over 
( 

them. Hunger bas lcriven them below the level of the beasts 

of the field. And &·t the same time that theae starving 

mothers ane trying to rob their starving children, ~eat 

ships laden with grain are steaming away fran India bound for 

England, for the English have money and can pay for the grain. 

The poor of India have not, so they· must starve. 

This unequal distribut'ion of wealth, o:b rather the sys­

tem which is responsible for it, has resulted in an~ther fea• 

ture which is equally characteristic of our present social 

conditions. As neYer before there yawns an ever widening 

cha.am between the classes of society. The distinction between 

the laboring·class and the employing class-has-grown to lDe 

Yery definite. In the past relations between employer and 

.' <Jaborer' were often of the most intimate kini, and passage 

-<.-·from the ranks of the one to the other by no meams uncommon. 

Frequently the laborer ros-e to t.li.e position of employer. To-

. daf'tiiis -ia almost impossible and seldom occurs. The .two 

classes live in ditferent worlds. Sometimes we h•ar of a 

sociologist plunging into the •under-world of the working-man • 

to emerge later and write a book on the conditions which exi&t 

there~ and as we read we marvel at what is revealed to us as 

though the writer had ma.de a trip to the planet Mars and were 

portraying to us the m&r't'els of life which he found there. 
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Or, on th, other hand, s~ne takes a place as a servant in 

the house of an extremely rich family for the purpose of learn­

ing the kind of life that they have, and we are as much aston­

ished at what.is reveale~ to us at this end of the scale as at 

what we ··learned at the other end. 

But besides the lact that there is auqh .a wide breach 

between the two classes that one lJs practically unknown to 

the other there is also a disti.nct antagonism between the two. 

The rich employer looks down upon the laboring man in his mills 

a.a an inferior being much as the Brabmin of India ;Looks upon 

the outcaste; and in the heart of the laboring ~ there is a 

spark which needs but little fanning to be kindled tnto a .,_ 

:tlame of hate against the employer. Arnold Toynbee speaks of 

the gulf that has grown between the classes as follows: 

As the result of these Qhapges(separt1:ting the em­
ployer from the laborer) the work1IJ.gm&n, divided from 
his employ~r, and reeai ving from him no ben•fi ts, 
re~rded him from a distance with hatred and sua- . 
picion as a member of a dominant class. The employer 
divided from his workman and con!errii;1g on him no 
benefit, looked upon him uneasily as &lie in.ember of a 
subject class, claimi~ a dangerous independence. 
The gulf 'between the two classes seemed.,and to many 
stilI seems• impassable. · · 

Indeed it is a wonder that the latent flame of hatred in the 

-~ br,ast ot t,he workingnan does not break forth into a destruct­

ive fi~ much more frequently than it does. When we think ot 

th~t r. ,.injustice of the system that presses him down under 
. :-. , .• •· ,.-.::~-: 

s11cb · m~il;91Js burdens we are sometimes impatient with his 

p~t,ience and are glad to see him rise in the strength.of hi~ 

. manhood to make it lqjown that he sees the injustice of the 

system and is determined to bring about a change. When a 

legislature cuts two hours from the •orking -dv in order to 

help t.he 1-,~orer and then the •mployera cut the wages in pro­

portion ~li~he time has: been cut and make what was intended .as 

. itft . 
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a benefit to the laborers, work them a hann we can not, wonder 

that they strike, but only admire the orderly way in which they 

conduct their protest. A study of the strikes in our own 

country tor the pa.st thirty years will show the extent to 

which this conflict between labor and capital has bean carried. 

Prof. Gilman, in his"Methods of Industai'al Peace•, gives tables 

and figures on the strikes between 1881 and 1900. The results 

of his investigations.are sunmed up in the following words. 

In these twenty years, as the tables show:1 strikes 
in the Uni tad States numbered 22,793. afrecting. 
117 509 establisbme~ts and throwing. tut of worlc 
6~165,694 employeesltstrikes l(LSti~ o.ne day or less 
tnan one day were no reported). In the same period 
there were 11 005 lockoutst. affecti~ 9·L933 establish­
ments, and 'tnrowing out 01 work 504,30·, .Jb.Ployees. 
.•• The total loss ~o employees from strike§ and 
lockouts was. $306,683,223; to employers. f142_,659,104 
The grand total of loss to bo~ parties woul!l oe in 
rouncl numbers $449,000,000, while the whole number 
of ~rsons thrown out of ·wo,k in the United · States 
at different times in thes& twenty yoars was 6,610,001. 

These imnense figures give some idea or the gigantic propor­

tions of the labor problem. But we muat remember that _when we 

have told the cost of the strikes in the terms of dillars and 
~ 

days labor lost we have but made a be{;i?png on the real sig-

nificance of the problem. 

Besides -resulting in an unprecedented increase in the 
total wealth of the world Dlix, in an unfair distr~bution ot 

the· product, and breeding·a spirit of hostility between the 

classes. :~ur modern industrial system has had one other ef~ect 

which is equally striking. The newly diacoYered pod.sibilities 

have turned almost all of the world's energies in one direction. 

Nearly eYeryone is concerned in advancing the industrial life. 

All our genius bas been turned in this direction; we have pro­

duced Rocketellers and Morgans. .Alf have been engaged., in 

getting 1iMJ large a sh&r6--as po•ifllbl• .of the new found we,J.:th , '-,~ 

for their 9~ use. This bolds tru.t of the laboring ola.A:•/\a.tl,:,:.-t,/t~-:i:'. 
~ •, ~ C ~ • •~ > ~ • •~ ~~~!;{tti\f ~;~~i~:~~fJ]~i -~ 

... 
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well as of the employing class, the only lefference being that 

till the present.time the employing class has had all of the 

power and could appropriate the larger share. This pursirl. t of 

the dollar has had two marked results on the individual. In 

the first place it has made him Tery self-centered. This is 

parti-cularly true in our own country._ S·o great have the 

possibilities ·been here that each man has been almost entirely 

free and independent. He cruld go uri: his own way and make his 

living independently of the group. New fields were ever opening 

up to him and as soon as he found that it was no longer profit­

able for him to remain where he was he could pack up and move 

on to the next place there to make his way and no que,_tions 

asked. This freedom, this independence, has greatly exalted 

the value which we have placed on the individual and his rigbta. 

The second effect of this concentration of our energies in one 

line has bean to make the individual very materi~listic in 

his point of view. The manager of a great industriai plant 

which is wearing out men in a few short years and then replacing 

them by a new supply r'8.lly does not see :twat those men,whose 

lives hie plant is consuming,as :fathers and husba.nts upon whom 

a hcne· is dependent. Rather he sees them merely as a part of 

the plant which is turning out his· product. They are but a part 

of ht!is · machinery. He replaces a man who is worn out in much 

the same way that he puts in a new bolt in the place of one that 

is_ showing signs of wear. The system,. the spirit of the 

age, is really more responsible tor this point of view than the 

individual. He can_ not see apart :Cran the- view that his po­

sition has for~ed upon him~ He is complying with the no~ of · · 

his society and does not realize that he is ccmni tting a moral 

wrong in taking the ::stand that he does. One ot the most. crying 

-~~:.,._,·r_ 
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needs of our time is for a revised standard of public morals. 

We have not realized that these social and industrial problems 

are in reality moral problems on a large scale, and that the 

same principles must be applied to them as-are applied i the 

life of the individual. As Rauschenbusch points out;•Of all 

moral questions none are·so pressing to-day as the questions 

of public morality. On none is there greater confusion of 

thought, less fixity of conviction, and greater need of clear 

thought and wise teaching.• The employers are not neceasaral,ly . 
imnoral because they pennit practices that seem so -inhuman. 

Th,Y have not been made to realize the moral aspect of it. 

The same materialistic point of vin has won the other end _of 

the social scale. The laboring man like his employer is imbued 

with the idea of getting as llrge a share as possible of the 

wealth that he sees about him,- only with him it is largely a .. 

matter of getting enough·to make a liYing. The result is that 

he works as hard as he is capable of working, and sends his 

~hildren or his wife, or both to work to add to what he can 

earn. Often he does this from the nemessity of using all of 

his resources ij order to e11rn enough to meet the needs of his 

family; but frequently it -is a part ot the mad materialism of 

the age. He is sacrificing the youth of his children and the. 

heal th of his wife in order lb.at they may bring in a few more 

dollars ..• 
·'1, 

The -result of this system with ita attendingmat~rialiam, 

when read in the eerms of human value,is frightfuJ to contem, 

plate. How frequently we have been told, and in what stirring 

langwJ,ge, ~t in developing the natural resource-a of the coun~ 

we have been most wasteful-of our greatest resource,- human 

life. We have placed goods aboYe men.. To turn out cheap cotton 
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we have blighted the lives of thousands of little children. 

ha•e doomed them to an early old age, and have rolibed them 

of all the joy of life. ·w.ne owners,in order that they might 

operate their mines a little more cheaplj and saTe a few more 

dollars to f_atten their purses,have even sent little girls, 
.. . 

under fourteen years of age, down into the depths of the mines 

there to spend their waking hours away from the light and 

fresh air. Think of the result of such an outrage upon the 

lives of those girls. Think how their health is impaired, 

think of the kind of mothers they will make, of the kind of 

children that they will produce. This is the.A( dark stdtt of 

the picture. There is, however, one that is sanewbat brighter. 

We hear less of this aide than we do of the other. 

•Every great movement that profoundly stirs men. unlocks 

the depths of their_religiius nature, just as the great ex­

periences in our personal lite make the individual susceptible 

to religiQus emotion. When the chaotic mass of humanity stirs 

to the throb of a new creatiTe day, it always, :feels the spirit 

o:f God hovering over it. · The large hope which then beckons men, 

,~ ide,al of justice and humanity which inspires them, the 

devotion and,., Etelf sacrifice t,o the cause which they exhibit}+ 

these are in>t~ijath" religious. •(Rauschenbuseh) Already in th~ 

chaotic··surgings of the life forces which have resulted in· 

these unbearable conditions men are beccming conscious that 
-:tht..re ia a spirit at work, toiling with great a,gonyc 11dri.t.­

to bring order and beauty out of the frightful tangle. Already 

the spirit of God is making itself felt, and those whose souls 

are awak, to the workings of 'bhis spirit are finding more and 

more evidences of its operation • 

For one · thing t~ great increase in production has done 
_,: 

;,.f 
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much to raise the general requirements of liYing. The aver~ 

probably stands higher today than ever before, and much of the 

harshness of our cri tiaism is probably d-r to the higher stand­

ard which. we demand. The general canfort today is greater 

than ever before. We are told that this is true to a greater 

extent in .America than in Europe. This very fa.ct is hopeful, 

for behind the demands which make this material comfort 

possible we must observe the operation of a spiritual force •. 

And it is not here alone that we are able to see the influence 

of this •spirit of man• as it is seeking for expression. 

Because the products of man's l~bor in the form of wealth 

have loomed so large before us we are apt to forget that in 

reality the power that has made all of this possible is one 

of the spirit, and that the accumulated fortunes of today, the 

inrnense weal th of our modern industrial system is not merely 

a product to satisfy the bodily wants of man. Rather it is the 

work of the indomi•table spirit of man seeking new fields in 

which to expend its energy. The conquest of nature luJ,s not 

been merely for the purpose of making us ri char. JIDch, indeed 

most, of -the inspiration th;=it has made this conquest possible 

has came·from the love of the battle itself, the call tQ con­

~uest is what bas 116rught forth these great efforts. The same 

is true of the organization o~ the industrial system. It is 

the product of the spirit offm&n.. A Morgan does not ·spend the 

energie~ of his brain in the effort to amass a few IQOre milliom 

merely that ha may comnand a few more lukuries. Ho! h~ can 

comnand no more. Rather he does it from the luet·.ef conquest. 

Perverted as we may thin1c these energies are we ·can -fiot but 

see that they &11. ther~ with tre.mendous force trying to ex­

press themselves in all parts of our society. In ti.Mt~~e 

way the laborers' demand for higher wages is not ma.de from a 
.,.;_··""----"-~-·;_,~~ -~-~ 
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basis that is purely economic and material. He does not ask 

it in order t;hat he may saoke a better grade of tobacco. He 

wants a little more so that he can make the atmosphere of the 

home more healthy a.mi attractive, or perhaps so that he can 

make it possible.for his children "to escape some of the hoorors 

that he has had to endure. Yes, throughout the mad materialism 

-of our age there runs a strong current of spiritual tendencies. 

Until.Xwithin recent years this stream has been largely 

below the level of conacio8sness. But of late tt has been 

coming to the surface and ha.tf>8en crying with a loud voice 

against the abuses that it sees, crJing out against the 

prostitution of the great forces that have ma.de all of thii 

advance pqssible. Today our eyes are open to the evils which 
~~~- . 

have resultei• We can no longer have the plea of ignorance, 

and the spiritual forces of our time which haTe come to con­

sciousness will give us no rest till we have acted in acco-rdance 

with our knowledge. 

The most convincing statement of this awakening spirit 

which I have seen is to be -founoin Professor Peabodj4a,;•Approach 

·-"~::~ to the Soci~t"9o,estion•:. One paragraph is ,ogood that I. mus.t 

&j Te a. portl~~/ it here. . 

llka1{ does it m~an, then _ that tµider these -prospero~ 
'·,i,cii-etanstanQes industrial confl1cta. haYe become 80 . 

<19.termined, and the .. or~ization :mf both ot .employers 
and employed has adt'anced on so vast a scale? It '.; . 
means that the moti•e•· that thus express themselTes 

- in economic forms lllUfl:t be sought not in industrial 
conditions, but in-ethical sensitiYeness and desire. 
It .is no:b so much -a decrease -in income which exci tea 
.di.9ontent 1 ·as an in._c; rease -in• 'intelligenee and am­
_:bi t1on. Ili is·not, that the wage earners have less, 
but.that they •~-more. •tet us &a~t1J!l8•, Professor 
Ste:tn has eald·.~·f,liat the stomach-question is solYed. 
Do you taney tfi:at:the Social Question is solTed also? 
-U'lle gnawing ... l!?>JD&ch ,~Y be qui&ed, but the bea til,!g 
heart° and anxious head'.. are not content.• The modern· · 
Lapor Qu~stion, thrt~?l~f/~O aay, 1, not, as is so 
ott~tAssert~d, the-,g/9.f a.sqq~~l_tiecadence, but 

·:rat.her the a1gn of &::f9: .. ~1 rena¼•~e_. It 11tets a 
-.~.--_i'}~:.~:._·· -·~:~ -:.--r.·.,.. . :-
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civilization, not on its way down
1 

but on its way 
up. It is a witness,not of aocia degr~ation, but 
of solid expectation. Its form is economic, but its 
motives are moral. It is the effort-- often blind an:l 
groping, sometim~s pitifully misdirected,- yet n~ne 
the less proceeding fr_cm the conscience of the time-- -
to shape economic rife into an instrument of social 
justi~e and peace.-

This paragraph hints at one other sign of the awakening 
' . 

spirit. One of the chief defects which has resulted from the 

rapid growth of the industrial wealth of the world has bee~, 

as I indicated before, an over emphasis on the individual.. '?­

This emphasis has worked itself to a point where it has seen 

the danger involved in its own position and now there has set 

in a reaction. At both ends of the industrial saale this is 

showing its elf. Our modern Trusts are the outgrowth of it at 

one end, and the labor unions the result at tbe other end. We 

have come to see that while·we can not well overestifllte the 

worth of the· individual and the need of giving him freedom to 

develop to the full the powers that inhere in him, we must 

· remember that every other man has an equal right, and that no 

-(~·s:aystem of society is right 11I1d just which does not accord 

_. ·· equa!,~ Qpportuni ty to all of its members. Also we are learning 

theft: in the strict sense of the word there is no such thing as 

an individual. Greater emphasis is being placed on the fact 

that soctety is an organism and that what affects: pne Qt.its,' 

members affects_ all of them. So in the fre&dom /~.cl\ ';lt~f ,~~t 

to the individual we must also consider the("iiglitjAir'.1:1:a·· 
neighbors, and the best good of the whol& (}~~i11ffl;.t;~;_;EJ and· m 

more we are coming to recognize how delicate'.:c~•~-'.tli-tf~adjustments 

between the various members of this social Jrgani.Blll, understand-. hi 
how quickly a disease in one part will conmunicate itself to 

ail.fer parts. Also we are asserting with no uncertain tone 

that society shall not produce the superDJ&n at t.pe expense of 
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his weaker brothers. We see that it is a mistake to speak of-

a man as a•self made man", for apart from society the individual 

has no opportunity of "making himself•. How thoroughly this 

idea of the essential unity of society has penneated modern 

thought in its most advanced circles is admirably pointed out 

in a recent book by J.H. Holmes (The Revolutionary Function of 

the Modern Church). He enumerates the organizations of several 

professions which now base their work on this conception. For 

instance, the doctors are coming to understand more thoroughly 

that disease is not merely a matter to be treated in its indi­

Yidual manifestations but that if they are to de11l with it 

etfectiTely they must go back of the indiTidual to the social 

causes. This is conspicu'l()usly illustrated fn the work that is 

being done by the anti-tuberculosis workers. It is found that 

the temient houses of our great cities are respom,ihle for 

a· large portion of the hold tlBt this dread disease has gained 

oYer · the country, and that by working to secure better con­

ditions in these congeated,,_districts they can do· more to·· 

remedy the evil than o/ trlta ting each individual case by itself. 

They are certain that the .bacillus 11:hich is responsible for 

the disease can be exterminated if proper means are taken to 

abolish the· conditions which are now responsible for its 

healthy condition. This, they assure us, i-.s •not an idJ].e 

dream but an ascertained fact. Likewise they assure us that 

under proper social conditions disease in general can be re­

duced to ten per cent of its present extent. As a result of 

this awakening of the physicians to the social nature of dis­

ease we have the formation of such societies as the American 
' . 

Sociai;y of Medical Sociology. In the same way other profess­

ions haTe organizations the purpose of which isto get be-
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hind the individual to the social cause of the trouble. This 

is most notably exemplified in the efforts of our social work-
, 

ers. Modern charity methods have become distinctly social in 

their nature-. The person receiving aid is not treated as 

though he alone were responsible for his condition, but the 

charity worker takes into consideration the conditions under 

which this particular applicant has had to liYe, the nature 

of his employment, the kind of a house that he has had ,etc. 

The extent to which this socila attitude has become a part 
~ 

of our thinking today is indicated by·some ot the titles of 

recent books. We find such titles as these; •sin and Society•, 

•social Organism•, •social Psychology•. Evidently the'>:· time 

has arrived-when society as well as the individual is to have'{~:~ 

its due. 

While speaking of this growth of t,be .. :a:ocial outlook it 

would be impos_sible, eYen did we wish, ·to avoid taking into 

account the influence that the Socialist party-bas had in 

this respect. Perhaps more than any other one force they ha.Te 

been the means of fostering the growth of the conception of 
~--. ; 

the or~p.1c nature of soc.iety. This of course conati tutes one 

of the- p~fnciple teneti)ts'~~;~!!::. their theory, and being the prop­

agandists ar. excellence · ~ ba.ve dinned it constantly in 

the ears of the public till whether we liked it or not we 

·,:,;;ha Ye hari to absorb some of their teachings, and thus, as 

teachers of this organic conception of society they haTe had 

an influence more extensive than that of any other agency. 

ImiSocialism we find the firl!_J, organized attempt to deal 

with the social forces in a systematic and acientific •PNM 

fashion. At heart it is a mo-rement a.nhnated by this spirit 

which we haTe found at work in our .. industrial chaos. A recent 



23. 

English writer, himself not a Socialist, has said thatSocial­

ism and Christianity are the two greatest world forces of our 

day. R.J. Campbell takes a-somewhat different point of Tiew 

and says that.· he now regrds •socialism as the practical ex­

pression of Christian Ethics and the eTa.ngel of Jesus: 

The growth of Socialism as a political party in the past few 

years has been astonishing. At present they hold more seat~ in 

the German Reichatag than does any other party. In other 

Eurppean countries Socialism is growing wjth remarkable rap4i• 

.ity. In England while as a party organization it has not 

many public officials, yet working through other parties it 

has managed-to put a large number of Sot!ialists into office. 

The strides that the party bas taken in this country are 

astounding,. and it seems likely that the party will gow with 

greater rapidity in the future. The fact that in twm recent 

city elections the old line parties had to nm a fusion ticket 

in order to defeat the Socialists is plain eyidep,ce or· the 

hold that they are getting on the country. 
... 

People,have been too concerned pointing out the fall~c!~e 

in the Socialist economy and in decrying certain features of 

the Socialist program that they found objectionable. features 

· to which 'b the most progre-ssive · of the ~ocialists likewise 

·-\pbject, to notice th~ true worth of the movement. True 
1
stme 

· :haTe recogni·--,:in it a very useful. inst~t in that it has 

offered some ;;~pertinent criticisms of. the existing st.ate 

o·r society, but beyond its cri ticisa. they :f' ound· --ao,1;hing in it 

of worth; its positiYe ~saage they have t,brown aside as 

worthless. It has, howeTer, a positiTe content which is 

deserving of the most careful consideration of all; it has a_ 

spiritual content whi:ch requi frea our at ten ti on whether we 
.. . . . 
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subscribe to its economic program or not. In the first place 

it is an internationll moTement and is conscious of the fact. 

It holds International Congresses and emphasizes this world 

sweep by its KJll emblem, the hands of workil)€1Ilen joined across 

the ocean.More fully than any other orga.n it represents the 

essential unity of mankind. Mr. Campbell speaking of this in 

connection with the Internationa.lht Socialist Congress aeld 

at Stuttgart says; •The impressiTe thing to be noted about 

s11ch gatherings is that at the very mC111ent when international 

jealousy is so pronounced between England and France on the 

one hand, and Germany on the other, the leaders oi the Social­

ist parties in the legislatures of these 8111118 countries should 

Q1Set on ccmnon ground with apparently perfect realization 

"lilat they are one and the same party-united for the attainnent 

of a cotm1on mat object.• ~n another place speaking of the 

same subject he says,•Here, then, we haTe the birth of a gen­

uine international consciousness which seems destined to 

grow with considerable rapidity, and to do by direst pressure 

of public opinion what all the arts of diplomacy have failed 

to do in securing the peace of t~e,: world•. Here indeed we have 

a unity that is actual and not merely theotetical. A unity 
·+"• ._-

which expresses itself in terms of dollars ~hen bb.ere is need 

_of such an expr.1,~sion, · as there was during the coal strike of 
· · · >''.': 0db. .·.. . .·. /.' ·'.· 
1902 .DDl ia in;j;. own country when the miner~ ~t Engl&¢ 

sent $29000 t·o their striking brothers in Amerjca to e~ble 

them to carry on their strike. They had no expectation of 

receiving any return from it. They did not want any return; 

it was an expression of the unity of their interests with those 

of their brother wo.rs acBoss ~: o.~ean, three thousand miles 

away. Besides f0$te;ing thi~. soej:a.'1 spirit the Socialists 
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have also penetrated in their analysis of the Social Question 

to the ethical and moral problems lying beneath the surface of 

the economic disputes. And to a remarkable _degree they have 

made the rank and file of their members conscious of these 

deeper issue,, and have educated thEm·in the principles of 

public morality with a thoroughness ~t contrasts .strangely 

with the failure of the Church in this particular direction. 

· Then, too, the economic theory of the Socia.list is 

based on something more than mere economic want. It may spring 

from want but .in- back of it there lies a great spiritua_l prin­

ciple,- the principle of the brotherhood of man.; the princi­

ple that men in their economic life should_not wage war a­

gainst one ano~er any more than in their political life. 

Their economy b·iised on cooperation rather than on c·ompet1tion 

is finding more and more adherents all the time, not merely 

among those who have not made a study of the subject from a 

scientific standpoint but from economists of recognized ability 

as well. They can even claim as weighty a name as that of 

J.S. Mill in support of their principles.# 

Here then is the situation that 'the:; Church is called 
■JM■ei■xtwcw 
upon to face. An unprecedented developnent in industrial lines 

has ~n-tired the llf'3 forces of the world on the maste.i:$$g of· 

material life. · 4,:cooi:panyihg this process there is mueli.? 

that is harsh and ruthless, so that in a period when the 

wealth of the world is greater than at any previous period, 

?/= The fonn of association which, if mankind con:tlnue to im-.. 

pr(:Te, must 99 expected in the. end. to predani~te·, .-is not that 
which can e:x1s_t .. between a_ cap1tal1st_ as a chi-ef. and work people 
without a voice in :the ~t, but the associ~tion of '!,he 
laborers themselves on te:nna of equality, oollectiTely. owning . 
the 99-pi.tal with. which they ca,~ry on t~ir operations, and _ · · 
work1ng under managers elected and .removable by themselves. 

. . . John Stuart Mill. 

.,• 
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misery and poverty are also present in stupendously large-por~ , 
tion. The system that has produced this great wealth has also 

produced suffering. It is a system th4...t has fed the strong 

at the expense of the we84; bas ma.de the ridh richer by crush­

ing out the p:n life of the poor. It bas resulted in the 

great class struggles that mark our times, and it bas-developed 

a materialistic point of view, combined with an unprecedented· 

individualism. On the other hand we find that as never be­

fore the world is pulsing with apiri tual powers'; the conquest 

of matter has produced a s·piri t of great potency, and this 

spirit,becoming conscious of itself, is crying out ag,tinet the 

prostitution of its powers, and is already turning its ener­

gies to the task of directing the pulsing energies of the 

world life into better and more wholesune channels. Certain 

great organizations have come into being through the operation 

of this spirit and are embodying within themselves those ideals 

and visions which are to prove the salvation of modern life. 

There are these two forces in the life of our time and the 
• 

question with which we are all concern~~- is,alft__.they to 

fuse and give us a larger,fuller life, or. is o~fgoing down 

befo~e the other] The signifj~f.Ulce of the situation i>s well 
- ,•·-·•.:· •· . 

· bro~t out by Prof. Peabody when he says; 

The. Uni ~e~~~-., ~tates. finds i ts~lf no,y confronted by 
that cr1.ent:.1.n social evolution which from the 
point ot vl,f\.·of ethical philosophy, !s the most 
lnteresting·am drama.tic epoc of nat,ional as of per­
sonal life, where the forces of Egoiam and Pruden­
tialism1 which have poured down upon t,he countrr aa 
though t,O sul:mer~ ·it in animalism and materialism, 
are met °b¥ a countercurrent of temper.and -ltBS. trach­
tion flonng from the springs of national idealism. 
Where these two streams meet there must be collision, 
C(IIIDotion, ~er· and it may be reasonably question­
ed whether the caimer movement Qf·inherited faith 
may not be drowned by the turbid torrent of modern 
commercialism. One truth however, the theory of 
ethics and the evidence, _ol history cQncur in teaching, 
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that the destiny of a nation- and in this case it 
may be the destiny of the world- is likely to be 
del,ennined at this point of moral decision. Many a 

, a great nation has been subnerged by its own prosper­
ity, and forfeited its place in history thro~ the 
loss of its moral power •... Is the growth of Jmer­
ican industrialism to bring w.ith it moral exbaustio~l 
like that of ancient Rome, so that the. same e·pitapn 
may be written:-

"Strol)g was its ann, each thew and bone 
Seem'd iuissant and ali.ve.). 
But, ah~ its heart, its_lie~t;_twas stone, 
And so 1 t could not thr1Ye.,_." 

or is it to come to pass that the aagaci ty and energy 
which cormnercia.lism has developed: may create a new 
type.of social idealism, applying these gains to the 
service of a conmon gooa.? 

It will be .remembered that the_ second group, of critics 

seeking an explanation of the fail~e oncthe part of the 

Church to retain its hold on the life of the times lay in the 

attitude which it took towards these great social processes­

that are going on in our midst. It shall now be our endeavor 

to discover what that attitude is, to discover the relation 
~ . 

of Church to the social forces, and then to ask ourselves ,.. 
what that relation ought to be, what part the Church can be 

expected to take in this social crisis. 

~ Qhurch And. b. Social Movements. 
When we ask the critics who are responsible for this dis-

·"·,:.:cussion of the relation of the Church to the social movements 
::~~· 

· what the Churcl(lt~~: done and is doing _ in regard to this 

crisis in the life··o:r- the nation they are very.prompt with 

the reply that the Church has done absolutely nothing to help 

the forces i2lat are trying to bring order out of chaos, trying 

to bring the moral forces to bear on the situation but that·, 

on the other hand,it bas been a positive hincldrance to the 

operation of these forces •. Instead of allying itself with 

the forces of righteous~as it has set its elf to fight them 

because it is in ~e hands of the people whose interest,_ are 
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on the other side. Or where its policy is not dictated by 

these interests and it does not set itself definitl♦y to 

oppose the march of the social forces, it fails utterly to -

touch the life of the times because it has not yet thrown off 

the fifteen centuries of individualism which lie --i& back of it. 

In a period which is preeminently social, when the wh~ life 

of the world is centering upon the organization and development 

of a more efficient society, the Church is still clinging to 

the conseptions of the middle ages an~ is still trying to 

save z man, the individual man, and prepare him for some future 

heavenly kingdom, rather than to play the part which he should 

in the organism of our society here on earth, and that the 

result has been that the Church bas becane entirely alienated 

from the life of the times. It has not realized that this 

social discontent, this constant struggle to secure a society 

which shall be more just is in reality but the renewal of the 

struggle 11iof the early Christians to prepare men for a king­

dom of God which was to be set up on this earth, a ;kingdom whose 

law should be the law of love. Instead oJ helping in this 

modern 14ttempt1which is being tried on a -~:cale much broader 

than ever ~fore, the Church is an .actual-::hindlrance to the 
progress Qf}this ideal.: ___ ·--I.pstead of siding with the -forces in. 

the world which represent the spirit of its founder, Christianity ·-.. 

is all ·wiconsciously turning its powers against these forces. 

While much of this criticism is well taken it is over~ 

drawn and does not give the Church credit for the work that 

it has really done. In fact this ideal which is stirring men 

today1urging them on in their effort to secure a more righteous 

society, is itself the child of the Church. · It is the result 

of the ideals that religi_~n has long been instilling into the 
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hearts of men. Of course this fact, this wdrk that the Church 

has done in the past will not excuse any negligence on its 

part in the present. But even here it has not been so sloth-

ful as some of i ta critics seem to think. When we examine the 

work of the Church in modern times we fina that in spite of 

the time that she has spent in theological wrangling, in spite 

of her concentration on the individual, she has still had time 

to enter the social field and do a great work, not merely 

through the men and women whom she has inspired with a social 

zeal, but also entering directly and actively into the field 

herself. 

A brief glance at the work being done by various denom­

inations will show us that the Church is not altogether blind, 

and tba t she has taken s~ steps to meet the needs of the times. 

The Established Church of Great Britain has founded "The 

Christian Social Union of England• which has as its purpose 
,. 

•To study in common how to apply the moral t~ths and principles 

of Christiani,ty to the sociai and economic di:f'ficulti,a of 

the present time•. In this country the·:· Epis'.OQ~ Cb~rch has 

•: similar organization which-aims to perfonn the same· kind of 

·work-. It req~i:i::,es the clergy to preach on social ques•tians -on 

c.ertain days, :aJid,J·~s adopted other means of rousing interest · 
--, _-,.-' ' 

in the social needs. Further this denomination bas an associa­

tion called,•Tb.e Church,.bsociation for the Advancement of tll 

Interests of Labor~ This latter organization publishes a paper 

.called the HMDJOr and E,m, which tales an aggressive attitude 

on the labor quest.ion. The Protestant lpiscopal C!iurch also 

has an organization devoted to the intere.sts of labor. It 

holds itself ready to offer assisJance as arbitrator should its 

services be required, r.md also investigates the causes of in-
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dustrial disturbances. The Congregp,tional Church is talcing 

active measures to acquaint itself with the social issues, 

and some of its leading men {Dr. Washington Gladden) have con­

tributed much valuable material to the discussion of the part 

that the Church is to play- in the present situation. The 

Presbyterian Church has organized a special department for 

working among the lahoriD€Jll8n, and has placed at the head o~ -i,}.t 

this organization a man who has come from the ranks of the 

laborers--Rev. C. Stelzle. Under his direction a good deal 

of preaching has been done to the laborers at the noon hour, 

the ministers going to them in their place of work. The 
t\ .. 

Methodist Episcopal Church baa from its very begi~ing be•~· 

interested in social and economic questions and i.t has not 

forgotten its past. For some time it bas requirea ~ocial 

study on the part of those enteri!\g its ministry. Other 

denominations are showing an interest in this side of the Church' 

work aa is evidenced by the character of many of the addressed 

that are being given at re~ent conferences and assemblies. Alao 

the religious periodicals, and recent books point to aDll 

awakening in this direction. We are hearing more and more 

of the Social question from the pulpit. The Unitarian de-
. 

n€miination has a~opted a social program, bas its organization 

for Social Justice, and under its depaetment of Social and 

Public service is publishing a series of tracts on Social-_ 

·tmpi ca. The ; work of the Salwa. ti on army in reaching the labor­

ing people is by no means to be ignored. They are reaching 

a class of people in a social way which no other denomination 

seems to touch. 

Besides the work that various denominations are doing 

there are certain agencies that are associated with the Church-
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es. Its social interest is expressing itself in the form 

of hospitals maintained at the expense of the Churches where 

the sick poor are cared for, in orphan asylums where the chilareh 

of the poor are cared for and educated; also religious bodies 

support asylums for the aged, the blind and dee.-f and the dumb. 

Further than this m"--any of our colleges and schools are 

supported f,rom the resources of the religious ~nominations. 

The Y.M. C.A. and the Y.W.C.A. are doing a social work that 

is much needed. 1'hen, the modem movement of settl~nts in 

the heart of the poorer districts of oub great cities oles 

much to the Church. While the methods of these institutions 

have been criticised on tl1e ground·that their work is merely 

an attempt to dip water from a tub into which a steady stream 

is running, that they- are dealing with results and are not 

getting back to the social causes, it can not be doubted that 

they are meeting a great social need and even if they are not 

directly concerned to get at the social ca.uses which are re­

sponaible,that make such institutioill[ necesaary
1
they are at 

least affording a point of contact which is proving of great 

educational value and is helping us to a more thorough under­

standing of the nature of the problem. Of a similar nature 

is the Ins~ tutional Ohurch. It is open to the same objections 

as are urged against the settlements, and further than this 

the people usually have more confidence in the institution that 

is not avowedly religious because they fear that the insti­

tutional features of the Church are but a bait to ,attract them 

so that they may be ma.de to subscribe to t.hs doe,ia of the 
. . 

Church. ~t in spite of these objections the Institutional 

Church is serving a good purpose. The wor~ that it is doing 

is heartily -conmend~d by such observers as Shailer.:US.thews 

11;· 
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and R.J. Campbell. The number of Churches which are 

taking up this work is rapidly increasing. In the city of New 

York there are said to be one hundred and twelve Churches 

which have adopted institutional features and soma of thEID 

are vast organizations for the social and religious betterment· 

of the people. Some indication of the poasibilites which lie 

in this form of_ Church organization may be ,had from the fact 

that th~ membership_ in the Isti tutional Churches has increasdP 

six times as rapidly in•the churches which undertake this 

sort of work as in the societies which have not undertaken 

this new kind of work. 

But although the Church has made this attempt through 

various agencies to relate itself.to the social needs of the 

time we can not say that it has accomplished much or that l t 

has entered the field with a full knowledge of the significance 

of the task which it has on its hands. Its vin has· been 

partial. It has seen certain social needs and has set its­

self to meet those' needs, but it has never become fully con­

scious· of,the conditions that lay behind those specific needs. 

It has failed to accomplish anything because like the city of , 
-Boston in its•1915•campa.ign it has tried to change things and 

-leave them the same." Her coneeption of' the· nature amt of 

religion and of the function of the Church has blinded her 

to the real significance of the social movements that have been 

going on in the world round a.bout her. 

~ake, for ins tan~; the relation of the churBh to the 

laboring class. In s_;pi te of all that the Church is doing in 

social lines, in api:t;e of its purported interest in the labor-,, 

ing man am his cau11 t,pere s~ill .. goes up the cry that the 
~t~t~· .. ~ .) .· 

la.boring mn bas ,IJlfted the Church and that he shows no 
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signs of returning to it. We seek an explanation of the 

fact.- The workiJ.1€1118,n is ready with his reply as to whJ he 

does not go to Church, and it does not consisu of excuses to 

the effect that he is too tired oi Sunday to go, or that he 

cannot afford to wear the kind of clothes that attendance 

at Church seems to require. Of course he does f'eel these 

-things, feels- that the Church;in spite of al,l its protesta­

tions ,is not democratic, and does not re.ally want him there. 

But the reascin for his failure to attend goes deeper than 

this. His anahrer to our questions consists of a. condemnation 

of the Church. He does not go _because the Church is not 

interested in his affairs, it does not seek to concern its~lf 

with the things that are to him the most important in life. 

He has his ideals, his hopes, and his needs but he does not 

find them min~stered to by the Church. Instead he finds in 

the Church an institution .iii.ch he must regard as. tJie tool 

of the class that is pressing him down. It is a rich man's club, · 
a symbol of the fo_rces t.h.at make_ his lot unbearable. He finds 

in the mipister & paid official whose duty is to look after 

the interests of his weal thy paris~fmers, and to guard againit 

the possibility of apiy disturbance on the pa.rt of the other 

classes by preacW,ng sermons on meekness and obedience to the 

will · of God. He insists that instead of the workinsnen 

having deserted the Church that the Church has deserted the 

workiil@Il8n. Letters have been sent- out to the labor leaders 

throughout the country in an effort to get light-,:o~ this 
. . . . 

problem and without exception these leaders ha,ve affirmed that 

the alienation of the laboriIJeP811 from the Church is the 

result of the failure on the part of the Church to take the 

part which should be played· by the organized forces· of religion 

' ~~t 
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in industrial and social movements where the issue involved . 

is very clearly moral. In the portion of the life which 

moat deeply concerns him and makes the greatest demands upon 

him the laborer finds the Church among the forces that are­

arrayed against him. He believes~ in the ideals of Jesus 

of Nazareth, and feels sure that were Jesus here today that he 

would hurl his. invective against the Church as he did against 

the Pharisees two thonsand vears ago. Th&· are certain that ., ,I\ 

now as then he wo~d preach to the poor people and that they 

would hear him gladly. It is not religion, but the flhurch.1 that 

they are criti-cieing. Many of them are profoundly religious 

and feel the need of guidance in thiir religious lite and 

lament the fact that they can not find that guidance in the 

Church. We can ece.rcely wonder that their social program 

becomes to them a religion, and that their local organizations 

tend to adopt some of the functions of the Church. To say 

that Socialism is religion to most of the men who subscribe 

to. its· teachings is but to repeat something that has long 

been recognized, yet it is something that needs greatly to be 

emphasized, for the attitude of the Church has been un­

friendly in the extreme t,o Socialism particularly at this 

point. It has said that the religion which these men claim 

to find in their view of the proper organization of society 

is not r~ligion at all, and this unappreciative attitude bas 

but serYed ·to widen the breach between the two; baa confirmed 

the laboring man in his conviction that the Church is hostile 

to his interests, and has in some instances, as in France and 

Italy, resulted in actual persecution of Socialists by the 

Church. The Roman Catholic Church, of course, ha.a been most 

a~tive in its opposition of Socialism. 
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~Having seen what the Church bas done to meet the social de­

mands of the time, and having heard frcm her critics what 

she has not done it remains for us to ask what she should do. 

The answer to this question will depend in large measure on 

the conception which we hold of the nature DDl of religion and 

the proper function of the Church.: Two views· in regard to 

this matter are advocated which are diametrlcally opposed. 

One says that religion ia essentially a matter of the human 

soul and its relation to God, and that the function of the 

Church is to minister to the soul in ·this relation to God. 

This naturally restricts the field in which relisi,on and the 

Church are to operate. This conception has drawn a ... 11 circle 

about the individual and has said that religion baa to deal with 

what lies within the limits of that circle and with nothing m­

more. •The ethics of the private life,_ of the family, artd 

of friendly social intercourse, together with the interests 

of education, literature, and to some extent ~t, lie within 

this circle. Industry, conmeroe, and politiwa in the main lie 

outside of it.• Religionrn has nothing to do with Sociology 

and politics. The other view says that religion is in ~ts 

veey nature bound up with the social life of mm and that only 

as.it includes these larger interests does it thrive and be­

come a power in the lives of men and of nations. Thia Jif_tier 

view is slowly gaining ground and seems destined to domimte 

'the tho•t of the future. That it is justified in deing so 

can be established, I think, by an appeal to history. 

When we examine primitive wJi■h aoi religious beliefs 
I 

and customs we find that they are distinctly social in their 

nature. Religion and the_ life of the tribe as a whole are 

inextricably interwoven.. In fact the whole life of primi tfte 
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man is social; the individual ·as a being apart from the clan, 

does not exist. This is J11B.de necessary by the conditions 

under which he lives. He must identify his interests with 

those of the group if he is going to surviwe. Away from the 

protection of t..lie group his life would be imnediately crushed 

out. Naturally, therefd>re, his religion is of the same 

nature as the rest of his life. It is a tribal affair and is 

expressed in social tenns. Thia social natu~e of primitive 

religion is recognized by W. Robertson Smith when he says in 

his• Religion of the Semites:; 

Breaches of social order are recognized as offences 
against the holiness of the deity, and the develop-. 
ment of law and morals is made possible, at a s~e w 
when human sanctions an still wanting, -or too im~ 
perfectly administered to have much power, by the· 
belief that the restrictions on human license which 
are necessafl to social well-being are conditions 
imposed by tne god for. the maintenance of a 5ood 
unaerstanaing between himself and his worsh1-ppers. • 

Here we see most distinctly the social nature of religion. 

The motive for right action on the part of the i-ndividual, 

arises out of his relation to the clan, and the clan life~• 

it expresses its relation to its god. The clan prospers 

when its members obey these social commandments, and the in­

dividual shares in its prosperity. Take the individual away 

from the clan, let him become alienated from it in any way and . 

he also becomes allell$.tid·from·the God of the clan, and is 

out1ide his eare and proteeti~n. It will be remembered that 

this was the fear of Cain when he was driven:otf for slaying 

his brother. He knew that·he would no longer be und·er the 

p~tection of God and feared that anyone who came upon him 

might slay him. 

Following the developnent of that religion with which we 

of Christian lands are most familiar awe find that the re-
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tinctly social. Yahweh was the owner of the land which the 

people cultivated, tl}.ey held it at his pleasure, and a polj;ion 

of its -fruit- they must bring to -him as an offering. Thjs -•'. 

of holding the land as a tenant of Yahweh had a marked in-­

fluence over the later legislation which is distinctly 

social in its nature. Every so often there w~a to 'be a re­

di•tributi8n of the land ~o that those who bad lost their 

share through any misfortune might gat a fresh start. Indeed 

the whole of the Mosaic legislation is co3cerned more with 

the social side of a man's life than with his individual con­

dict, though that is by no means neglectea. These ancient 

law makers, as is usually the case in primitive codes, attempt• 

ed to lay down as commandments of their God rulef which: should 

govern all. the relations of lite. Indeed there is, in :&he 
~ 

pages of the Pentat,_p.ch, an undreamt of amount of material on 

which a social message might be based. Just what effective 

use might be made of it by a resourceful mind is well illustra" 

ed in the pages of a book by Rev. C.R. Brown entitled •The 

Social Message of the Modern Pulpit•. He points out how 

readily one can find paralalls to all the modern social abuses 

and see how the ancient IsrD.li tee brought them_ under the 

influence of religion. and claimed. the attention of Yahweh. 

The most st:riking paralell that he makes use of is that be­

tween the exodus from Egypt under the leaders~ip of )loses 

and the modern labor troubles. 

When we come to the Prophets then indeed d~ we find in­

spiring materi~l for the social gospel •. What effective ex­

ponents ot it were these •uen of God•! · We hear them crying 

out to the people that lahweh asks no~ burnt- offerings of th• . 
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but that they serve him by seeking justice, relieving ·the 

oppressed, and .caring for the poor, the widowed and the or~ed. 

"Since .Amos", says Prof. Kautzsch,"Since Amos it was the 

alpha anq. :ta omega of prophetic preaching to insist on right 

and justice, to warn against the oppression of the poor and 

helpless•~ Listen to .Amos as he speaks forth his condemnation 

of the people: 

prus saith tbA Lard· For. three transgi-es si ons of . 
srae1, and f'or rout- I w1Irnot turn away the·-pun1sh-

ilent. thereof; because they sold the righteous for 
·silver and m~ needy for a pair of shoes • .Amas2;6 

The note that Amos sounds here is the dominant one throughout 

the Prophetic teachings. The social wrongs are the ones that 

impress Hosea and it is against them that he cries out. In the 

twelft_h chapter ·the seventh verse he speaks of Judah as follows, 

•He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he 

loveth to oppress•. The burden of Micah's cry is the same. 

·He rails against the princes for their cruelty and oppression. 

Isaiah is fired by the same spirit and in what tellil'.!_g words 

does he denounce the sins of Ju<Uih and pronounce destruction 

on her for her transgressions. Jeremiah likewise pours forth 

~is lamentations over the_ erring ways of hi.a people and their 

pending destruction. These were men of the type who did not 
" J ... 

hesitate to enter the political_ 'field and in the name of their. 

God depose one king and set up another~ Of course they were not 

always successful; their message~ fell on deaf ears. They 

painted a very dark picture, and_as •plain spoken warners• they 

had to endure the persecution which is usually accorded the 
~ . 

he@Jld of..., bad news; yet time showed that their predictions 
> 

were rig)lt and their names and teachings became a part of 

the rich_religioua heritage of Israe~. 

Two things in par~icula~ we would note about these Prophets 
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and their teachings. In the first place they address the 

nation as a whole. Their conc~rn is not with the individual 

but with the salvation -of the nation. The individual concerns 

then only as he influences the whole. It is only with Jer­

emiah tha.t the individual as such begins to appear in the 

teachings of the prophet and then it is only when he sees ·that 

the nation is doomed and that it is only to be through a few 

individuals that any future can be as~mred to the people of 

Yahweh. In the second plase we would notice how rapidly the 

religious conceptions grow in richness and depth of feeling 

under the influence of this braad religious horizon of the 

Prophets. The patriotism of the prophets acts llJS. a purging 

fire to burn away much of the cfudity that haq. hitherto hung 

about the name Yahweh
1
an<i' we see Him, this God of the 

children of Israel, e11.erging from the period of the Prophets 

purified in his being, more ready than ever to continue his 

march towards that perfection that has won to him the adherence 

of the Western world. It is to the Prophets that we turn 

when we are looking for an expression of religion that is 

virile and pulsing with the energies of full-blooded life. 

When we come to the period of the exile we find that 

religion is made the meRllS of fi holding the Israelites to-. 

gather. They arA no longer a nation but a Church. Set down 

in a foreign land, with foreign influences pressing in upon 

them all the time, they are able to resist with remarkable 

success the pre~re or·tnese forces, and under the leadership 

of EzeJiel to hold themselves as a unit •. But the. necessities 

of the caae turned thiir religious energie's · inward.' No longer 

having a political field in which to spend their energies 

the religious insti!)qts were turned to the fostering of the 
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life that kept this little group apart from their neighbors. 

Thus religion came to be identified with the externals of 

ceremony and ritual perfonna.nces. From the power making for 

national rig}lteousness it becomes the incentive to individual 

carefulness in the observances of the details of a ritual code. 

Thus narrowed in its interests the result was th.at religion 

became less vital. The outer manifestlitions became more impor­

tant than the inner spirit. As religion concerned itself 

more and more with ritual requirements and individual piety, 

it lost the freshness and vigor of the Prophetic days when it 

had had freer play and wider fields in which to roam. Occasion­

ally, however, in the days af•er the exiles had returned to 

Jerusalem, something would happen to arouse some of the 

stronger spirits to attempt a political revolt, and then the 

old religion would sjow some of its earlier vitality. 

Such, for instance, was the case at the time of the revolt of J 
the Vaccabees. 

The religion of the time of Jesus had once more sunk 

back into the formalism of OJ confined religion and needed the 

sharpest words that a John the Baptist had to arouse it and 

bring people to a realization that religion consists of some­

thing more than a strict payment of tithes to the temple, and 

following the last detail of an intricate code. The religioj 

of the time needed a wider view to put fresh life. into it. 

John the Baptist and .Jesus came with that wider view. It 

is true, as :H:merson has said in his •Divinity School Address• 

that Jesus saw the value~of the individual soul and pointed it 
clearly 

out morel\than any other religious teacher of the world, but· 

it is also to be ·remembered that Jesus saw the individual in 

the light of a •Kingdom of God", and that all of his-, energies 
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were bent to prepare men to enter that kingdom. His whole 

purpose was to instin- into the heabts and lives of men those 

qualities which should make them worthy of a place in this 

coming kingdom. His ideal was •the perfect heart for the per­

fect kingdom". Jesus is one of the world's Utopians. He 

looks forward to the time when a kingdom shall be set up on 

this earth whose ruler shall be the heavenly Father, whose 

law shall be the law of love. And he interprets religion in the 

tenna of this keavenly kingdom. So striking i_JS the social 

note of his gospel that the eminent Belgian econilllist ,-·Emile 

· de Laveleye, is reported to have said;•If Christianity were 

taught and understood confo:rmably to the spirit of its rounder, 

the existing social organism could not last a day." The whole 

of his teachings, the whole of his ethics, and his religion 

are based on a social ideal. 

Speaking of one great religious teacher naturally suggests 

another, and though it was not the purpose of this discussion 

to draw on material outside the Jewish and Christian religions 

I can not refrain from adding a brief mention of the attitude 
ordinarily think 

of Buddha. We do not tri:iuril;illk of the teachings of 

Buddhism as being social in its nature, indeed it seems the 

embodiment of individualism in religion, but when we come to 

study the great teacher himself we find him giving expression 

to very lofty social aims, and we s~e that his motives wore 
essentially social. This· is very evident from the.~J1ell known 

►:;:~! . 

passage which says; 

Never will I seek or receive private individual sal­
vation, never enter into final peace alone; but for­
ever, and eve~ere will I live and strive for the 
universal redEl!IPtion·or eve:n, creature througl:tout 
all worlds. Until all are delivered, never will I 
leave the sphere of sin .. sorrow, and strugr,£le. 

In this lies the greatness of the Prophets teaching. 
r 
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The ki~dom of God did not come as Jesus had expected 
iin:tnllDii 
that it would, but the ideal lived on and fired the life of 

the little band of his followers. It took firm hold on the 

heroic soul of Paul and·filled him with a great missionary 

zeal. This early band of Christians t1ried to lire, and 

succeeded to a remarkable extent in living, the social ideal 

lhat their )laster had put before them. Love was the watch­

word. It guarded all -4111 their relations with on~other. 

The life that they were learning to live was such as ·would fit 

them for that heavenly kingdom which they expected at any 

mcrnent. This is the purport of some of those wonderful 

passages in Paul of which all of us are so fond; " 

Now ye are the body of Christ~ and mtmbers thereof 
each in his part. And as the oody is one, and hath 
many mempers, and all. the men.i~ers have not, the 
same lff1ce; so also 1s Christ •... And whether one 
member sufferetl;l all members suffer with it· or one 
member is honoreA all the members rejoice with it. 

The wonderful thirteenth chapter of first Corinthians· talces 

on an added value in the light of this fact. When we realize 

that Paul in his praise of Love is preaching the spirit 

which is to govern man in his attempt to live the comnuni ty 

lifeJthe words of praise take on a new, unthought of and 

richer meaning than they had ever had before. To such a re­

markable degree did the early Christians embody these.teachings 

in their lives that, in spfte of their small lllllDbers they 

attracted -:•.the attention and admiration/ of the pagan world. It 

seems not improbable that Christianity owes much of its early 

success among the lower classes of the freat cities of the 

:Mediterranean to this social note in its gospel:.: Its adherents 

were trying to establish in their present life the Utopia of 

which their Jlaster had preached, and which they expected him to 

perpetuate wh$1 he came to earth on the clouds of &J.ory. 
i. ~ : 
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But in the course of a few generations, when the hope of 

the adverl had faded frClll the minds and hearts of the Christiana 
" 

and the fervor generMed-by the.personality of the great 

leader and those who had felt the power of his spirit died 

down,then Christianity_bega.n to lose this social note. We see 

the change mating itself felt as early as the time of the 

writer ·of the Fourth Gospel. Marvelous as is that gosepl in 

its f.heologi cal content and its rimhness of religious exper­

ience we see in it a distinct narrowing of the social horizon. 

The au~or looks out upon a world that is al together dark. In 

the encircling gloom there is but one little circle of light. 

Thia is formed by the presence of Christ, and all of those in 

the world who are akin to him are drawn inevitably into the 

little circle of light that surrounds him. The rest of the 

world remains in the dark. There is no hope thr them as they 

remain there of their own volition; they have a natural prefer­

ence for the dark. Fr6m· this time on the work of .Christian­

ity becomes more and more distinctly that of res~ng individ-

ual soul~ from a world which is evil. This is the period 

which-sees so many hermits leaving· the world and trying to 

Win salvation in seclusion. The old social ideal bas gone, am 
rith it much or the purity and beauty of the religion of Jesus. 

Christianity became· the religion of the Empire and 

naturally l t had to undergo some changes in order :\bat it 

might adapt i t,t(-~elf. to the new circumstances; but the idea 

that the world was evil and that the mission O'f the Church 

was to rescµe the· individual and prepare him for a fJture 

heavenly home had ~ined finn \cwm holci on the Christian 

conscio~ss and was· not to be easi.ly unseated. Individual 

asceticism continued to be the ideal. Of course, here as 

a 
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always, there was·a protest against such practices on the 

part of the more adfanced spirits of the age, and an occasional 

attempt to turn towards a more social aspect of religion. 

Such men as Chrysostom~ Basil spoke out openly against 

the socici.l abuses of their times, ~d there are others among 

the Church lathers whose words have a tone that is almost 

Socialistic. Jerome dellares that,•Opulence is always the 

product of theft committed; if not by the actual possessors, 

by their ancestors•. Clement says,•In strict justice, everythirs 

should belong to all. Iniquity alone has created private 

property. Augustine, while not agreeing with these socialistic 

utterances f!1J,V8 to the worl~ a philosophy of society which is 

still worthy of study. But the spirit of the times was against 

the adoption of any distinctly social poi:riof view on th& 

part of the Churfh and the words ~f these men wu~ost in _ 

other interests. The conception of the function of ·the Church 

as that of an instrument of individual salvation was carried 

down into the middle ages. Here it expressed i taelf in the 

manasteries that dotted the land. In one sense these monaster• 

ies were the expression of a social ideal. They were an &t• 

t8J!lPt on the part of certain devout souls to create in the 

m~cust of a society that was thoroughly bad a small 
I 
inner 

·1,ociety where it was possible for the individual ,with the 

'.help of his comrad•J,to live a holy lifi. Of course some of 

the pr•cticea that grew up in these monasterie~ were distinct­

ly non~aQdi&l and yet on the othe~d they developed certain 

features of life that were purely social. They became centers 

of learning and spread abroad a knowledge of the best that 

the times had to offer. Further than this they c9ntinued the 

function of ministering to,tb.e poor,which, even in the most 

,i:11· 
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·non-social periods of its history the Church has never 

ceased to perform. In maz:w instances the monasterie.B became 

asylums for those who had gone down in the fie11t for life. 

Then there developed a missionary spirit in these monasteries, 

and we· find them sending forth monks inspired by this spirit 

to work in the remote quarters of the world. A wonderful work 

some of these men accomplished. Such a· man as the Irish monk· 

Colombanus who made his way, with twelve canpardons, in-to the 

heart of the mountains of northern France and labored there una 
der conditions that were almost intolerable and yet accomplished 

a great work, can not but comnand our reverence_and respect. 

The social impulse seems to have quickened the religious life 

in these missionaries and we find them exhibiting a fervent 

spirit combined with a degree of kindly himan love that seems 

foreign to their time and profession. 

When we come down to the period just preceding t1ie 

Refonnation we see what a large part the political movements 

play in shaping the religious situation. Apart from the 

political dissatisfaction Luther's work would have been of ~o 

avail. The social a.nd religious movements_were inextricably 

interwoven, and this fact was in large measure responsible for 

the virility of the religious movement. We find tba t not long · 

after the Reformation the Lutheran branceh of the Protestants 

withdraws from social and politicll movements to a large ex­

tent and the result is that their religion soon degenerates 

into a mrrow dogmatism e(1ual to that against which they had 

revolted~ On the other hand the Calvinistic movenent continued 

to r~Jte itself to social movements and the result is 

deseri'bed by Rauschenbusch as follows; 

The Calvinistic Reformation stripped off a large 
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part of the traditional ceremonialism of the Church 
and it turned religious energy into political and 
intellectual channels. As a consequence the Calvin­
istic peoples at once leaped forward in the direction 
of democracy and education, and received suchj an 
incfement of social efficiency that in spite of 
terrible handicaps they outstripped the stronger 
nations which failed to make this fuller connection 
between religion and social.morality. 

The impelling spirit mback of modern liberalism is in 

reality a new social spirit based on a recognition of the Dlllll~ 

worth of the human soul. When men come to the point where 

they see God in their fellow men then it is very natural for 

religion to find a11rideP expression in wider fields. The 

part that Channing, Parker and tther early Unitarians took in 

the social movements of their times, ani the very evident 

social spirit which liberal religion has produced in its 
adherents is evidence enough of the intimate relation between 

the broadened religious horizon and the enlarged social vi~w. 

The two interact, each stimulating the other-to greater 

activity and helping each other to greater strength. 

This hasty review of· the course of religion i_n the , .. _. · rn 
. ·~ 

world confinns the words of Rauschenbusch when he says; "Cori~"-

f ine religion to the personal, it grows rancid, morbid. Wed 

it to patriotism, it lives·in the open air, its blood is pure.• 

The religious life needs ·the stimulation of the social" forces •. . 
The Church o_J today must recognize this and in a. period 

which offers opportunities that are perhaps greater than those 

of any previous period in her history she must seek t6 infuse 

new life into her vei-ns by drawing on the energies that are 

pulai~ all about her. If she can rela\a. her teachings to 

the lite aJbeut her, if she can make it evident that she is 
.. . .. 

ind6spensl.bie to th~ right ordering of these social forces, 

then ~- her position secured, and her influence and her life 
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will become stronger. If she is not able to relate herself 

to these movements, but adheres to the individualism which 

has been bred into her being by fifteen ce~turies of prece­

dent and confinned by some of the tendencies of the rapid 

industrial development of the past half century, then is her 

influence going to be less marked, her life will lose much of 

its vigor and the religion which she will produce will be 

less virile, less worthy of holding a place in the life of man. 

Criticism is always easier than correction. It is easy 

enough for us to point out that those periods in history which 

have produced the most vital religious experience and expression 

have been the ones in which religion has been related to the 

social movements of the times. Also it is very easy for us to 

say that in this time of social crisis the Church must relate 

itself to the social movements if it is to play_ the part 

. which is requi:Bed of it and which we have a right to expect 

of organized religion. But it ia an al together different 

matter·for us to -attempt to set forth a program by which the 

Church is to accomplish this end. It is easy to deal in general­

ities but when we come to deal with the Church and Society 

we find that we have to deal with concrete facts of gigantic 

pr·opo:btions, and it is not always easy to make these facts 

fit the mould of our theories. That does not mean that the 

theory is of no value; even if we find that in some instcinces 

~• are compelled to abandon theory in the face of fact the 

theory remains as a guard and guide, a check on the facts. 

One of the first facts which we brush against in our-attempt 

to apply our theory- of the proper relation of religion to 

social life,is that the Church is essentially co?U1ervative. 

All institution& are by' their very nature conservative,, and 
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require to be stirred to their very_ depths before theycare 

brought to the realization of the necessity of a change, and 

when the change does come it is only through great toil and 

anguish of spirit on the part of. the institution. The Church 

as the institution of religion is conservative beyond all 

" others. And though there are s~e signs that she is begi~ng 

to search her heart
1
queationing herself as to the cause of her 

present failure ,it is very evident that it is going to r·equire 

great effort and patience on the part of those who do see 

wherein she is failing to quicken this_ process of self-exam­

ination on the part of tbe Church. The first task is to rouse 

her fully to the needs of the situation, and inake her feel that 

she is facing a crisis that demands every portion of 8J).ergy 

that she is -0a.pable of putt"ing forth, every bit of consecration 

that she can command. The present need is for men who under­

stand the social situation. Mr. lly some time ago advocated 

the plan of devoting half the time of the theological course 

to the study of Social conditions. The minister who is to meet 

the needs of today must be able to interpret religion in 

the t,rm....a of the life that people are living, and that means 

that he must be able to interpret it in social terms, he DIW1t 

be a Sociologist. Also the men in the pews must be ma.de to feel 

the importance of the situation, and see the impori.ance of 

socialiaing their religious undertakings. All of this is 

going to taj(~ time and a great amount of energy. Larg8 things 

move slowly but once under way exert a tremendous influence. 

Those who have realized the cause. of the failure on the 

part o_f the Church to touch the lif4 of the times in its 

most vital spots are already offering a revised program for the 

work of the Church. They say that it is an absolute necessity 
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for the Church to.take an active part in relating itself to 

the social movements of the times. That the initiative must ecm 

come from the side of the Church. That she must bend herself 

to meet the demands of the situation and not try to force the 

- conditifJns to fit the walls of the Church. They re~lize the 
~ 

full significance of the present social crisis 1 ~see that the 

fate of :mu a civilization hangs in the balance. Two forces 

a.re struggling and as one or the other wins so will be decided 

the fate of the civilization. If the forces of materitlism and 

individualism suhnerge those of the apiri t of man then our 

civilization is doomed to crumble as did that of Rome. Having 

faith in the great power of the Church they feel that could she 

but b0 made to realize the necessity of.action on her pa.rt, 

could she but take up the task of directing these great forces 

into the proper channels then all would be wall and the result 

would be a loftier life than has yet been known. Listen to 

the stirring words of one observer who gives expression to 

this convictiam. 

At the same time when Christianity has thus 
attained to its adolescence and moral maturity, there 
is a pierci~ call from the world about it, summoning 
all moral stre~th and religious heroism to save the 
Christian world from social stra.w-ilation and death. 
. . . The. conv.er·g· ing__ __ of these two lines of developnent 
is providential. -we are standing at the tnrnil]g of 
the ways. We are actors in a great historie&l drama. 
It rests upon us to decide if a new era is to dawn . 
in the transformation of thle, world into the kingdcrn 
of God, or if Western civilization is to descend t.o 
the graveyard of dead civilizations and God will have 
to try once more.-- Rauschenbusch • •Christianity and 

· - the Social Urisis~ 

Again the n:tku question or melhod confronts us. Even 

assuaing that the R}lurch is ready to respond to this call 

how is she going to proceed with her social gospel? Again 

"" tere are many possibilities which present themselves, but these ,. 
are all modificati-QnS of the two pdincipal methods sugge~ted; 

'JtW:-.:•(, 
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methods which differ vdry radiaallybecauee they are based on 

the two opposite tendencies which we have found contending 

with one another throughout,• one claiming that the most 

effective way in which to work is through the individual and 

the other that tlie best results can be achqJved by working with 

society as an organism. Let us consider the program of each of 

these proposed methods. 

The first is that the Church is to work according to its 

traditional methods, that it it is to work through the indi­

vidual consciousness, but -that its message to the individual -

must be an entirely new one. Instead of bei}'\g the old measage 

of salvation from sin it is to be written in social terms. The 

Church is no longer to see the individual members to whom it 

ministera as so many lost sheep that a.re to be rescued from the 

snares of the world, but it is to see them as members of 

society• members of a society which must undergo a radical 

· change so that the life of justice and righteousness which 

has always been-the ideal of religion shall not be held as~ 

reward to be obtained in some future state, but shall be held 

forth 1;1.s the ideijl to be achieved here and now. The Church 

is to show the individual the responsibility which rests upon, 

him for the accomplishment of this end and to inspire him 

to act in accord~nce with the vision that he has seen. He 

is to,..have it continually pointed out that he is a member of 

society and that individpa.l salvation is possible only as it 

is made a part of social salvation. The millionaire is to be 

made to feel that he is morally responsible for the degr"1ation 

of the lives that have been ruined by the methods of busi­

ness whi:Ch he has empliyed to build up his 1'ortune. The 

laboring man also is to be made to fael that he is responsible 
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in his actions to the rest of society as well as to his labor 

union. The men and women who go to the stores are to be made 

to feel that they are responsible for the conditions under 

which the articles they buy are made. They are to be made to 

feel, for instance, that they are~morally guilty if they go 

into one ~f the five and ten cent st~res and buy something, 

for the only way in which it is possible for the concer~ . 

which runs those stores to offer their warea·at sich a low 

price is by under~aying their help. In many of our large 

cities they pay the girls who act as clerks wages that are 

absolutely insufficient to meet the requirements of a bare 

existence, and the employers do not hesitate to tell.th8J 

girls, 1;hat he expects tham to supplement their wages in other 

ways. We are to be made to feel, then, that in patronizing· 

such a store we are morallj ·respQnsible for thi downfall of 

sane poor girl. The price we have paid is not five or ten · 
cents but that amount plus the honor of some girl who could , 
. necessary expenses 
meet the anni:tu:a of life in no other way. · There is to 
be no peace for us as l_ong as such conditions are poss-ible. 

It is the function of the Church to work with the individual 

to ~e out of him a thoroughly social being. It would make 

a r-rate society_ through regenerate- individuals. Na-bural.­

ly ~!.-a:-'·.,vi,811',-places the emphasis on the educative sirut. of 

religlon. It:>q.oes -not ignore the religious experience, the 

religious em.ott:~ that aeek 'ill' expression in action that is 

social lit is constantly trying to call forth, but its chief 

concern ,is with the program of religious education. On this 

its leaders a.re -taring their attention. The Sunday School 

offers .to -them a great opportunity. It is to be made the ine 

strument of infusing into the life of the times the moral ·con--
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caption of the social movements. The children are to be 

trained from the social standpoint. They are to be made 

distinctly conscious that the w~rld into which they are going 

is a unit and that it is affected in all~ its parts by the 

action of every individual. ,They are to be made to feel that 

wherfver there are conditions that are unjust, wherever there 

is poverty and ¢sery, wheref ver there is inequality J that 

there they have a responsibility. The pulpit is to carry out 

the same program, am convey the aa.me message. It is to add 

the religious inspiration to the social program, to infuse 

the spirit of religion into the attempt at social reconstruc{- . 

This is its positive program, a progr-aJI1 of education and 

inapiraaion to the social life. It also has its warnings. It 

urges that it is not the function of the Church to advocate· 

any particular social or economic theory. The Church is to 

go-., deeper than that and touch the springs from whence these 

flow. The basis of society lies deep within the human heart. 

and if the _heart is filled with social ~deals they will bear 

fruit in an organization of society that is just and righte·ous. 

Further we are told that it is oatside the province of.the 

{}hwcli as an institution to attempt to bring about any. specific 
. "."·"'\;._. . 

social reforms. · It must inspire its members to undortake 
Q. 

this work, but in this age of spec~.'W,ization it is .the place 

of ~e Church to confine itself strictly to the indiv\dual. It 

It, ,function is to minister to t 1Je spir.i tual neads. ot the 

ptople.?· : There are other orga.niza ti ons whose machinery is much 
· ·, ~~ . to relieve 
be.tter adapted to securing the necessary refOllDS ■ i t.•wa 
the Church of that care. '.lhe only difference between t.!!J. 
work that the Church has been doing in._the past and the" that 

these men propose for the future lies in the difference in 
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interpretation of th~ spiritual nee~s. Now these needs are 

seen in the light of the socit}- consciousness that dominated 

the thought of our day, and men are·going to find sat;isfaction 

for the cravings of their souls only as they are fed from 

that whlch represents the ri~hest life of the age. This con­

ception of the functioj of the Church like.ns it to a great 

power house from which wires extend in all directions to 

carry power to· the most remote parts,then,_ ~o turn the energy 

that is pulsing within them into action through the means of 

some great machine. These-wires are the people going forth 

from the Church into society to carry there a ,power which has 

been generated within the walls of the Church and is throbbing 

within them with a great desire to spend itself .in action 

for the betterment of society. The Church is to furnish the 

initial impulae, to be the means of rousing to new life the 

latent possibilities within the human soul, possibilities ·which 

increase as they are given opportunity to express themselves. 

By fostering the social nature· in the illdividual the· church 

is hastet-"the day when a saciety akin to the Kingdom of God 

as preached by Je_sua may be established here on earth. 

The second method is based -•~ an essentially different 

conception oft. the nature of evil in society. It sees a social 

cause_ at t-~~~~ottom of all evil. Sin is social. Jlan is by 

· •t nature esa.«l.ly_ gooa and does not naturally fall into the 

··"'-c._ vices whl,ch pervade our society, rather he is forced in~ them 

by et~~ss of circumstances. It finds its most radical ex-
, 

preosi.on in the following statement by. PrJ. Patten: •sin is 

misery; misery is poverty;·· the antidote of poverty is income•. 

Thie statement beCOlll8s the watchword of those who advocate the 

second metho•, arv:t-determines for them the method which reli­

gio-n is to use. ,u, .la a co;t1Sequence of misery. Remove_ 
.. }~,.~)-};\.;_{·~_l•. . ' - . 
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misery am sin will disappear. It has no independent existence· 

1 

apart from the misery that bad conditions create • It is but a 

step from this to the thought that misery. is the result _or 
poverty, and· t.hus dependent upon industrial conditions. Sin, 

misery, and poverty thus· become one problem .•• Ali three can 

be wiped out by chantes in industrial conditions.• Naturally, 

·then it is the work of the Church to proceed at once with all 
) . . 

directnes8 to change the industrial conditions. If the indi-

vidual is not responsible for the s~n in hia lite it is worse 

than useless to spsnd time working with him. By all means let 

the Church go to the bottom of the- trouble and ·work directly 

with the causes 
1
which lie in the organization_ of society. 

The individual is to be reached only through the avenues of 
, 

)is social life, and this indirect method of reachiilg him is 

much more effective than the old method of working on the i~i­

vidual himself, for no matter how great an effect your work 

on him may have, as long as he goes back into a society that 

is unregenerate ypur work is to pass for nought. Take ·a tu-· 

berculosis patient o8t of· the slums and treat.him wfth the 

greatest of care, give him all the advantages· that Jnedical 

'Science can offer, -t;et him into a good condition, then send 

him back to live again in the· damp, sordid atmosphere of the. 

tenement roan in a house that is known to be infested with' 

the disease ~rm and it will not be long before he is in as 

bad a condition as he was before you took him away, and all ..at 

your etfort ha~-: been wasted. Put him in one . of the ·new 

sani taey tenetn•nts where he can have plenty of fresh air and 

sunshine and he will be able to take his place as a useful 

member of society. Likewise,talk as earnestly as you will to 

the rich employer about his moral responsibility in business 
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and industrial life, show him what his duty is, rouse him to 

the point where he recognizes the responsibility that rests 

upon him and i a determined to act in accordance with your 

teachings, am then send him back into a· busine·ss world that 

does not recognize the moral responsibility, is not even aware 

of the moral issue involved, and the pressure that is brought 

to~bear on him is so great that he can not withstand it. Im­
mediately he sees that he must go to _the wall if he f~llows 

the dictates of his newly awakened conscience. In the same . 

way you may stir the heart of the humble labo·rer with your 

apptal to the highest that is within his soul,. you may quicken 

his ideals, but when he returns to a home that is lacking in 

comfort because economic_pressure makes it impossible for 

him to earn wnough to meet the demands of his family, when he 

feels the injustice of the system that gives to him and his 

fellows so little when he sees men who are worthless members 

of society having more than they can use, what chance is there / r 
that the sti~ing of his ideal nature :trill have any very vital 

effect on his life. No, the Church must not content itself 

with striking at the evils as they exist in the life of the 

individual. It must go deeper and strike at them in their 

roots. 1,r:piust go to work ~o bring about the transformation ·_ 

l:bat is ~~ badly needed in our social organization, not merely 

bY:working through the consciousness of the individual but·by . .· . . . C 
assembling all "' its powers to form an instution. which shall 

. ' 
work as an instrument which has for its defini k purpose the 

accomplishment 01 ca ·soci~l r~volution. 

This concept~~n of the part that the ~rch is to play 
~:: \ 

n,aturally involves a radical change in the conception of the 

finction of the Church, and puts on it burdens tha~ are con-
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trary to the traditions of centuries. It is no longer an 

instrument whose function is that of creating a aemtiment in 

the individual mind but rather an organization that is to · 

work with· the larger groups of society with the definite in­

tention of moving than to adopt the social program which meets 

the requirements of the ,Church. Not halfway measures does it 

call for, not merel; the removal of some of the ills of society 
l 

and the aleviation of others, but a thl7rough-going and radical 
~ . . 

revolution of society, a new start on· anf entirely nett basis. 

This program may call for an attempt to strike at particular 

and glaring evils which are the result of the present econoilic 

tlw•r system but it is understood that these are merely 

tentative moves intended to call attention to the general 

rottenness of the present system, and but preparing the Wf:lf.Y 
. ·m 

tor the mo~e thorough-going move that it hopes to consumate. 

The doctrinaire supporters of this theory efen oppose such 

attempts on the part of the Church as a waste of energy which 

should be.devoted directly to securing the larger end. Natural• 

ly the advocates of this ·view are radicals: in their social 

theorl.ea_and-there arenany of them who wottldl gladly see the 

Church-- com1non ca.use with tae SoCialiats or with the 

labor ~:movement· i~ general • ,. 

There ar&.'.gfof1~'Course, other programs proposed for the .-
~ - . 

work of the Church'which come sanLwhere between the two 

just described. They-vary as to the mixture-of either element. 

Some are :•dominated by the · realization of the need of a rad­

ical change in the social order, ·but also· aee the necessity 

of having the Church cling to the method of working on the 
. . 

individual consciousness. Others are priIDBJ1.ll.y indivi~ualistic 

in method b~t .are tingld wi_th-a/Ht~ndency to work by:·aocial 
. ; .... ~:·.·,::.. ;...,~· ·, .. ..::,:.. .- :'· '. ' . 

. ; _:means... To :th• wri i,r ~be pro,1.-r;.;,.-feent.s : i t1elf .aa ,: f;♦ll0!8 r· + , f'if¥W 
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~-There' are two great.realities in human existence,-• the lnmm 

soul and human society. It is the function of religion to 

save both. In the first place the Church is the priest; it 

· has the duty of ministering to the needs of the individual 

spirit. It must deal with tbe hopes and fears, the aspirations 

and the doubts of men and wcmen. It must interpret for them 

the ideals of their innermost life; must be ready to offer 

comfort and peace to the soul that is weary and heavy laden; 

courage. to the spirit that is borne down by the weight, of 

doubt or sorrow; it must show the way along which the soul 

of man can· climb from degradation to the heigh-u of purity 

and nobility. The· Church must be a great moi;her spirit, 

ever ready for each child that comes to her torn and bleeding 

from rude contact with the world, she must be ready to rtceive 

.each child with a word that shall be suitdd to the particular 

need of the moment. And in those moments of trial and an­

guish of spirit no amount of arigry railing against the ill• 

juitt.ice of society ,no matter how well founded tha_t raili,~ 

may>'be, is goi!lg to ease O&f the pain and send forth t.b.e· 
child with renewed strength and undaunted courage td ··tadfl,: ·aw _ 
more the 't.rials and temptations of life.. And these triali},;. 

and temp~iO?ll are real, oh, very real1 Nor are they all; t.m,1 

.. ~\ 

product of envlrol.lD8nt .• · Howeter strongly man may urge ~e 

social. theory of sin if he will but -look into his own . .-> 
and face fairly what-he fin4s within,he will know that. .. tM· 
gt·eatest battles ·that the ._.oul of man has to figh~ are those 

that are entirelybidden,within the deepest recessea:or his 

own being, and are entire~y unrelat.ed in their origin with 

any social cause. Also ~e will know that defeat in these 

soul-battles br+~ t.hti k8enest pain that man can know, and that 
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relief for the soul that is thus torn is one of the swwetest 

and most prized treasure that earth affords. The Church must 

be prepared to administer that relief 1 and she can not do it 

by the institutional method, by her treatment of society as 

an orgtlnism. She can not deal with this soul in its agony 

simply as a member of the ~enu~ homo. No,inher capacity as 

priest the Church has a work to perform which no other 

institution can undertake. No social perfection will quench 

the thirst of the human soul for the living God. Robinson 

Crusoe has religious needs which need to be satisfied just as 

the tenement dweller on the East Side of New York has. T1ae 

Church must remember this, when she is revising her program 

to meet the demands that the new call is making upon he-r. In 

fact her function of priest is of far more service to the 

cause of social justice than is at first evident. The 

relation of the individual religious consciousness to the 

demands for social righteousness is very close and inti~e. 

The two ca.a not rightly be separated. Just as the social 

consciousness is highly moral and religious, ao the religious 

instirict ,_~hat is properly guided is intensel~ social. 

Religion must s~ve society. This means t liat the Church 

must find within herself the stern material that produced the 

Prophets of old. It me'ba.s that she must speak out boldly as did 

Elijah; John the Baptist,and Jesus, to denounce unhesitatingly 

the wrongs of the times. She must develop within herself 

the keenness of discernment necessary to choose aright in a 

time of chams. She must develop that strength which shall en­

able to follow the course which the voice of God corrnnands no 

matter what the consequences may be. How is she to exercise 

this function of Prophet in the world of today? 
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% was the burden of an earlier part of this paper to point 

out the social unrest of the tiuaa, an unrest wJ+ich will in­

evitably result in very radical social changes. There is bound 

to be a social revolution whether the Church so wills or not. 

Realizing, then, that these powerful torces·ar&fMM•rxx under 

way and that nothing can stop them ill their onward march 1i t 

at once becomes evident that it is the part of the Church,-

if it is equal to the situation, capable of graaping the 

opportunity of doing one of the greatest aervice&_to mankind 

that has ever offered itself- it is the part. of idle Church 

to direct the course of these Social forces, to guide them 

in~o the proper channels and so insure a result ~twill 

, mark a distinct advance, a· real step towards the e•tablish­

ment of the kingdom of God. Wi"thout the influence of the 

religious spirit the social reforms will be of no .avail. We 

learned lo~ ago that ~rµcind can not live by bread alone. 
Where there is-no vision .the people perish has privad·it.s•lt 

facts · 
true in more than one instance. The remarkable fipil"5 have 

been set forth showing that every attemit"to establish a· 

Utopia, ev•!W attempt at comnuni ty life, where the ~opl:t. 
·~ -. . ·-· - ---

f_,_ng the:>communi ty have nq_~, been bound together by ticie, of 
. '--4 ' .. 4' ~ -:· ~ : : . . ' 

r~ligion,the attempt has fai:fect~ but that on the o~r:hancl:­

where there has .been a. bond through religion, ev•~r:~ 
tbat Jaa religion has been of the cruder sort Jthe ooum,~ty has 

prospered. The same is certain to prove the case in the 

social re:cpnstruction ·that is to cane. If the. spiritual forces 

with which our social lif~ is pulsing are t() triumph over the 

impen4lng materiall• it ~at be through the guidance of 

r•l~gion. Left to.thwelves these .apiritual pq.wers may turn 

inciei.l,t!YblY in the ·dt~ection. of· material expt11~ion and ul-
>· ,; : : .. ·! . '" ·• • 
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timately lose their vigor because the richer life has been 

lost sight of. It is the takk of the Church· to avoid any 

such result. There are these two great streams in the life 

of the world am they are flowing together to fonn one. It is 

the task of the Church to see that the resulting stream gives 

to each current its proper:· place. The two currents are not, as 

is so many times supposed,·· antagonistic. Rather they are 

complementary, each is necessary to the life of the other. 

In the first place the Church must hurl its anathemas 

against') the injustices of· the economic system. lrCJll its 

pulpits should ring forth · in words that sting ,'8 did those 

of Isaiah condemnation of the unequal distribution or the 
1 ' . . worlds wealth. It is as morally wrong to-day and as abhorrent 

in the sight of God to sei:l the needy for a pair of shoes as 

it was in the days of Amos. At every point_ in the industrial · 

system wheliB there is .a clearly defined moral issue involved 

the Churib:;~must. come for~n·•nd in the plainest of wirds point 

eut tbat moral ,issue and1:-~ path which men are to follow.· It 

ls to rai-se its voice in'protest against. the extreme individual• 

iam of the times, and to show men tba.t they are violating 

the: laWB of ~humanity f the· laws of God, when they think only of" 
~ . 

a elf in °11:Bplbag the 'Cdurse _ of their life. •skin the Public 

· or tl1e Public will skin you• is the motto of~ a malif today. 

l, heard it recently on the lips of a young man who ·-had spent 

i..,,,ral ye_ars in one of our large Western State Universities 

and I was ashamed of the institution tbat eould develop such 

i dea.s in t,he heads of its young men as nll as ashamed of the 

man who ,pv" expres~ion to the idea. lt showed me, however, 

very clearly \he tenclenay of a large body of men in this 

country, and I aaw moae· clearly than everjthe difficulty that 
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the Church is going to have in driving these anti-social 

ideas from the minds and hearts of people; also it showed me 

the necessity of her rising in-her might to speak her con­

demnation of such views. Combined with· this individualism 

there is a materialism which can only be overcome by a gradual 

infusion of ideals into the life .of the times in an effort tu 

turn the dyrumtj.c streams which are -there from their grosser 

courses into channels that shall. stimulate the growth of .a 

finer life. 

To accomplish these results is by no meana easy, and the 

natural inertia to be overcome is inmense. The doctrinaire 

preacher who has no use for half-way measures and is determined 

to force his theories down·the throats of his lis88nera is 

grieved to._ find that they refuse to listen to him ,and. leave 
., < 

the Church. Then he , in his blindness, says, well, we never-

_could do anjthing with a gttoup of people like that anyway. It 

is well that they hav~ gone? We will now build up· a Church 

•~ch shall be really _lrogressi ve :' By that he means that .the 

will gather about him'1 few people who happen to share hia 

economic theories. All the time he bas forgotten that the.-

very end that he wishes to acCQnplieh is being fruetraleil'.•'th ••··• · 

people whom he has driven out are the vecy ones whom he wants_ ~ 

to talk to. They are the ones that need socializing and -not_ 

the little group that he gathers when the others have-gone. 
These already share his views. If he had but been patien~,- bad 

. tried to lead instead of to drive,he might }).ave been able-~'to 

bring those peopie around, to his way of thinking. The minister 

makes a gr,at mist~e who tries to feed his people constantl7 

with the aocial gospel. He is defeating his own purpose_- I 

ranember hearing a man tell of the greatest sennon that he had 
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ever heard. He. was a Socialist o_f a fervent type, and bad 

gone to the 8ity Tempie,,London, to hear, as he expectea, a ser­

mon dealing with social injustice. Jlr. Campbell came in and 

opened his sermon' by telling the great corigregation that he 

had prayed before he left home that he might preach the great­

est.· sermon that he had ever preached. Then he nmt on with 

what his hearer described as a "wonderful appeal to the 

universal heart•; the social field he leli.behind him and 

dwelt,.as only 11r. Campbell can,on tile •great and stirring truths 

which lie at the heart of religion and which find a deep re-
. . - . 

sponse within the soul of every an. And , Socialist as he was, 

the man who recounted this story ~Mtt said,that he realized 

that he bad listened to aomething that was far more valuable 

to the cause that lay· next bis heart than any words bearing 
- . 

directly on that subject·· could have been. It had ·taught him 

a great lesson,~ one that it wonld be well for ·those wlio 

have arrived at the point where they can talk of nothing but 

the e~onomic change th.at they find· imperative,would do w•ll 
. ;; 

to' learn. 

Today we hear much of the • Ministe·r and Social• s&rvi-1h 
The young minister is a~vi~ed to know thoroughly the ~ity in 

which he is to minister so that he can make it one of -the toola 
. . . -~ 

with which he is \o work. This calls for great activity on the 

part of the. minister,- &Ba no doµbt there is great· ·na~d .Of the 

J11:inister in the social life of the city. He can·tak, p,irt in 

many of its activities an~ help to guide ~e co~se _of· events. 

_ He can th'U8 be instrumrantal in bringing about a: great ·many 1 

much needed :reforms. But this kind of work on the_ part .of the 

mini,rter is n~,; without attending dangers. It is not always 
:.-:-. ~~-. , 

the doer who accomplishes the most for society; frequently it 



:. ?;.l·ft~··~ T"'fifi'l;~ 

63. 

it is the seer. The man who spends hie energy in flying about 

the city can not be expedt,ed to ~eed his people on Sunday 

with the bread of life. Or rather the man who can do both 
• . . 

is very rare. indeed. Most of us must make a choice between the 

two kinds of activity. There is need--_ for bot.ht. In this day 

of action when every one wants to see the results of labor in 

tangible form the value of the work that the preacher does is 

often underestimated. People do not stop ~ consider that The 

great movements of history have been thoQ_e ~at have moved 

by slow methods. The childish mind wants things to move quickly 

and is impatient if it can not see results. The realization 

of the~ true method of progress through the gradual infusion 

of ideas and ideals into-the life of the world, the gradual 

~formation of institutions to fit ideas, is a recent 
·-~~':_; . ,. : I 

a9ievement of the human mind. It must be borne Jn mind when we 

a~_ judging the effiviency of different methods of work,. We 

mW!t not be led astr~y by the activity of the Dl:1nis1;er who 

devotes his energy to social service, for in the long run 

the reeults accomplished by such a man may bC! meager by the 

side of those accomplished· tbrougjl _the lofty ideals tha,. the 

preacher has infused into the public mind. Frequently the 

minlater who devotes his energy to the activity of social 
·-~--. 

service becom•s • liat in the details and loses slght of the 

end for which he is working. The serv.ice becomes an~,end in 

i teEalf, whereas it ab.ould be r~garded only as a ip.eanlf~-
Perbaps the moat significrmt, feature o~" the present 

social ;•~tus a.a we saw it in the earlier part o:f_ this 
• 

paper was the wid6'ing chasm between the classes; of society. 

More and more society_ tends _to divide itself i;nto two distinct -

classe,,""~ • small but powerful Qlass _:of employers ·and the 
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employed. We saw how conditions tended to widen the gulf that 

aaparated them. It is in<rela.tion to this division in the 

ranks of society that must: be a detenninative factor.Religion 
. : R 

as a universal element in human lite should an be made a 

unifying prino4pl•. _Its· aim should be to·· bring harmony out 
~r.:: . ,,. 

of the disc.t,od in society. This,9t course, it c~n do only 

on a baiis that id true to,the ideals of religion. No ·caupro-

mise can it tolerate simply for the purpose .. of securing peace. 

The unity at which it is to aim is ethical as well as social, 

for a unity which is based on any thing oth~r than justice is 

. only ~rent .and can not endure. The Church must remember 

this;,Jeep sigbt of this aim in its attempt _·to·work with these 

\1rb classes. This means that her attitude towards both classes 

must be en$ of ~thy. It must be based on an undera~andillg 

of th/point~of vi'9w. Undoubtedly the Chtirch will have to 
' . 

'be very severe in i ta condenmation of ma.ny··of the methota of· 

capital; it must speak out fearlessly wherti_ever there ia a 

violation of the moral laws. _But t}µ.s does;not mean that the 

Church· can no~ be sympatheti"c in he~ attit~de ·towards the 

members'·wµ.o cOJBPrise this class. · She can understand that 

· they· are the· .victims -ot-'1circumstances as well as are the 
. .· . . 

people ,~:-~\th'e otlier end of, tlie soc~· scale, she can under- ... 

stand t1fi2
~akn~jis ot lunan n&\Ui'tt IJ.lld appreciate the in~t:i,ves 

that "inspire th~ ~pi taliat in _p:~ edfierprises. . Realizing 

· t:baft ·she. does undenltand;t~ ·· Caf i tal\itt lllay be more Open,·· more 

ready to listen to what the ~h.futs-to·:te11 him. Through 

her-,i~luence he tnaj' come to know some~ of the rea.f·:·con-
. . . 

··di tions of the poor who have seemed so tem&1e-from him.· If 

lhe .Church CQuld but help the einpolyers • t,(t .an understanding 

of the em.ployed , she :would have· ·served the cauae/of brother-
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hood -e. gee+. r!,8Nl.wcl.f. 
f{fl~'When we considered the alienation of the people from th~ 

Church,the thing which struck us most forcibly was that the 

laboring class is the one farthest removed from ~e influence 

of the Church. While the rich are not.over-loyal they are 

better represented in the Church than are the poor. The 

strength of the Church at present lies in the middle class. 

The most important question for the Church·t,o consider at the 

present time ia its relation to the poor,,to the laborers. It 

is there that it has tailed most signally.and it is in that 

direction that there lie, the greatest possibilities of success. 

The Church ought to be the champion of ~,the poor.· It is 
' 

eTer the duty of~ religion to concern:itself ~ith the 

down.~rodden • .And beyond this, if.the· ffi?.urch is going to 

have any distinct influence on the future it must get a hold 

on the laboring class. It is evident from the progress that 

the laboring man is making, from the rapidity with which he is 

wakening to the realization of his needs ,illBi is throwing off 

the bonds of ignorance and~ breaking forth from hts confined 

sphere t~ take his place as a world power, that his attit.ude 

--~til'ards the Church, ia going to be a powerful factor. in 

determining the efficieney of the Church as an instiwtion.. 

Some critics go so far aa ·to aay that the laboring class is 

destined to become doninant and· that the very life of :tbs 

dbnreb depends on its· proving to this rising_class thai relt-
. 1 

gion: as it is•organized· in the Church is necessary to the 

life of society. The Church must win the confidence and 

. support of the labori~ class if it. is to be a power in the 

future. How is she to do this? 

Kuch energy·has been devoted to the study of this subject 
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and there is ..-abundant literature on the subject~ It is 

not possible to give any definite program for the Church to 

follow. Only actual practice and time can tell us what course 

will prove beat. Still.there are certain general lines that 

can be pointed out as offering the beat direction of action 

tor the Church to take. 

We saw that the reasons given f~r the alienation of the 

laboring man frcm the Church rested upon 'his conviction that 

the Church was not concerned with his intereat,, but was 

rather the inatitution of the Capitalist class.; He is not 

wholly wrong in his conv5.ction. The boasted danocracy of 

t.he. Church has only ~oe often been mere talk. Jlal9' times the 

Church·not only has· been neglectful of the interests of the 

laboring man,. but has tctken·steps which have bad t.he effect, 

of excluding the poor man from its doora. Its organization and 

me-t.hod of support by rental of pews ·have made it impossible -for 

the poor man to take~ place in its life that his pride ar.i.d · 

natural manhood require. The ,ihurch has been unduly in-

,fluenced by the interests of its wealthymem.bera, and frequently 

th«, minister has been but the tool of some rich man. Now 
~; -

·\be Church is trying to rid its life of this stain am ta_·: 

l,egi~Jlg to manifest a real interest in the. laboring manJa 
trying::te ,restore_ his confidence. This, of course 

I
i\ ~. not 

do so long as it does not have the laboring .men to Wk to. -

To preach· a sermon on the idealism of the Labor Kov9'1ent Ma a 

congr:e~tion of professional men ,µid merchants m&J· do than 

good by helping them to a new understandiDg_ of \he movement, anl. 

so indirectly work benefi-t to th~ labor cauae~ but it will 

not do,much to restore the ·confidence of the laboring man 

becauae he is not aware ~at such a sermon has been preached. 
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No, if the Church is going to reach the laboring ma.n it must 

go out after him and assure him, in his own place, that t.b.e 

Church has · his interest at heart; not merely that i 1. con­

cerned with the state of his soul, but t,hat it is determined to 

see that he does not have to spend his lite in· a dark tene-

ment home where.he and.his family are deprived ef all thcbse 

things which make home life real; that it is determined that 

his children shall not be deprived of childhood's right of 

play. In a word the Church must convince the labori~ that 
. ,.. 

it realizes that ~b9 right of this economic a\~e is on 

the side of the worki~n, and that he ca.nfi: find in the 

Church an effieient, instrument with which .to work for the 

accomplishment of his ends. The Church must invite the 

labori~ to cooperate with it to bring about \hose changes 

which human justice de11&nd. Vr. MacFarland, in his ·a4drees 

to the students of Yale Divinity School, off era some te,l'!{ 

practical 1B tim auggestions for the ■ork of the ministe.r in 

this connection. He tells the young men to whan he is apeaki.ng 

that they must go out among the workillSPlen and get their 

.~point of view; go to the meetings of their·organizatLona.:~ 

••t ~ in their homes and in their work. Then when you· haw_ 

got .'tltlir point of view talk to t,hem from that point of coniact.. 
Vr JlacFarla.nd is confident, as are all of us, that there,is 

eomething}n the soul of, every man which will respond to the 

highest .ideals of religion, if his soul can bu-£ be -reached 

t,bro~gh the proper channel. There is plenty• ot idealism in 

the laboring man to make him a fit subject for religi c~ 

training, but he is not going to respond to the training that 

is o:f'ferad by an ins ti tut,mm which he feels is hostile to ~1~. . . 
-Wa everyAinterestGbut that of his soul. Convince him that it 

is not merely his spiritual interests but his economic as well 



68. 

th~t you are interested in and once more you will find him 

in your ranks. 

f'c,ijt is in this work of findint_; a point of contact that the 

Institutional Church finds its reason for being,--and this 1 

to me, is its only excuse for being. The work thut these 

Churches are performing is not the true fmnction of the Church, -­

admirhble as is the work itself ;- but as long as they furnish an 

avenue of approach to the masses which would not otherwise be 

open we can have nothiHg but praise for them. They offer one 

means through which it is possible for us to show the peoiile 

that the Church is in earnest in its efforts to meet the needs 

of the poorest members of society, and a_o do something to 

restore confidence in the Church as an i~stitution . The 

recent movement called the "Men and Religjon Forward MSvement" 

while viewed with suspicion in some quarters as a move on tlB 

part of the monied interests to quiet the growing discontent by 

doing away wi tr~ tle more:e gl~ring evils which mark 

the present economic, may,after all ,prove the first step ,,, 
to \fards an awakening on the part of tie Church which shall 

result in a renewed confidmice in its powers and its intent,ionis. 

As keen an 'observer as Wr. Washington Gladden hails it as 

the most significant and hopeful movement of tre generation. 

It is very evident that the leaders of the church will 

hage to be guided in their attitude towards the situation 

largely by the practi c~.il, derfil}nds of the case . Theory must be 

moulded by practice. We have been speaking of the Church 

as though it wer-:i a unit, and that all that was necessary for 

it to do to accomplish its purposes was to turn as a person 

and direct all of its energies in that particular direction. 

Tr.tis 1 however, is far from being the case. Denominationalism 
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is perhaps the greatest obsU1cle in the way of effective 

work on the part of the Church. It directs their energies 

int.a wrong channels. Each sevt is concerned with perpetuating 

its own life and so has no strentgth left with which to take 

up the social battle. Though there are sane indications of 

a gr~wing unity among the churches- --such as the movement 
mentioned · 
••ggwwtmri in the\ last paragraph- it seems improbable that 

any very radical change in that line will take place.in the 

ne~r future. We shall have to labor ~ as beit we can under 
l 

the handicap or efforts that are not coordinated. Perhaps the 

blind attempts on the part of so many bodies may lead some one 

ot them to stumble on a way that will prove efficient. 

With the Church, "88, with all the mov~ents th& are con-
. ~~ . 

earned in advancing the general welfare,~is at bottom one that 

deals with the social Question rather than with• separate 

social problems; and the Church should concern-itself with 

these individual problems only to the extent that it feels is 

necessary f9r the advancement of the lllrger ends in view. It 

must :q,,, forget, however, that the agitation concerning,,il&r-, 
... _;. /· 

ticual problems is a. very effective means of creating a aen­

t..i~~nt,,~f fonningpublic opinion, and also that it provides 
. ..,_ . . 

a metbid ~f approach. to the interests of the people. Yl~rk tQ 

,s~w-e laws on housing conditions, child labor, Sunday labor, 
:.·.~----A'.-.11 

•'W<·, if these things are goinj to further the interests of 

a better organi za ti on of society. On the other ~ t.he Church 

must not become so lost ~n· the details or philanthropic work 

or the p_lans of a local ref onn that it loses sight Qf the 

ultimate goal. It must see all in th,{ light of the desiredi 
.,-, ! 

• •Kingdom or God•. Likewise its interest in active social work 

must not cause it to fo~t the _effect which ideals have on 
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society. It must remember the subtle way they have of working, 

quietly spreading from ~he individual into whose hear£ they have 

been instilled, and laboring irf,ociety with a determination 

to conquer the vrnrl~ for -their own. In their subtle way they 

affect wven those who are not aware of.their existence. 

The great and crying meed is for men who shall have in 

than the qualities of leaders combined with that insight which 

shall enable them to see ttIE clearly the crisis which the Church 

is facing)and the work that she may do in the transfr_gma.tion 

that is to tctke place. Tne cry is for men who have confidence, 

who have an undying faith in the _ essential goodness of human 

nature and the ultimate trmumph of the ideals which ham ever 

beckoned rmrm humani t,y onward and upward. Above all the cry is 

for men who have confidence in tle Church itself. Not a blind 

unseeing f a~h that s~s the Church is without f aul.t, but a 

loving faith that sees the mistakes that tlJe Chnrch has ma.de, 

sees wherein she is weak, and yet believes in her cause, and 

in her power to rise to meet the demands of the occasion. 

They will have to be rnen who are capable of walking in the face 

of opposition such as the Prophets of old had to face. They 

must set their faces steadfastly forward tkeeping their eyes 

ever on the goal that they have set for the Church, and they 

must not falter no matter what the consequences may be. There 

are always 1ll1Dl such men ready to respond to the · demand. The 

very need gives bhem the qualities whmch are required. 

Can the Church enlist these men in her service? Can she con­

vince them that she does offer the greates ·t opportuni t,y of 

service that is open to the man of spirit today? I believe 

tl1at she can. I am con~inced that in spite of the gloomy out­

look at the presenL time the Church is destined to perform a 
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work in direc -ting the social forces of the age which shall be 

comparable to the best that she has done in times past. The 

result will mean new life for herself, new strength for the 

principles whcch she supports, a deeper and rhiher religion 

than she has known before. History has shown us that the 

movements that have fused political groups and have conse-

quently resulted in a mingling of ideas and an interchange of 

religious experience 1 have produced the richest religions. 

Religions have srown by a procesB of synthesis. One of 

things that that is to mark the social movement of our times 

is the fusion -that is taking place. As never before the world 

is discovering itself to be a whole, recognizing th&t it is 

essentially one body. Along with this fusion that is going.on) 

along ti th this growth of a world consciousness , the _re must 

inevitably come a mingling of idea1 -and ideals. rrhe conscious­

ness of the larger field of life stimulates the growth of 

id '"~'als; the period of unrest calls them constant1ly before :::,he 

mind. They are ever subjec ·ted -to new fires, ever purified and 

ennobled. And so from Lhe period of chaos and blind strug!le 

there is to energe a new consciousness, a -. religion which 

shall have gained in purity and strength because of the 

trials that it has endured, and the result for the world will 

be a new and quickened growth for the life of the spirit. 




